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Four more set for postseason

Back page
Center: Colts quarterback Peyton Manning threw just two
touchdown passes, but that was enough to beat the Tex- ’
ans and clinch the AFC South title. Indianapolis was one
of four teams to earn division titles on Sunday. Top right:
T.J. Duckett scores the third of his four touchdowns in
the Falcons’ rout of Oakland, which gave Atlanta the NFC
South crown. Bottom right: Steelers free safety Chris
Hope (28) is greeted by teammates Russell Stuvaints
(33) and Troy Palamalu (43) after Hope's interception
sealed Pittsburgh's victory over the New York Jets and
the AFC North title. Bottom left: Bengals linebacker
Brian Simmons grabs the face mask of Corey Dillon, who
earned his first trip to the playoffs by helping the Patriots
beat his former team and win the AFC East. Those four
join Philadelphia in the postseason, with the remaining

slots still to be filled. Full game coverage Pages 34-38
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Scene on Sunday

Up close with
Natalie Portman

World

IRA disarmament: Sinn Fein leader

Gerry Adams on Monday insisted the

IRA would not allow photographs of its

disarmament as the British and Irish

governments tried to clear the way for a
new Northern Ireland peace package.

“The photographs are dead and gone and
buried,” said Adams, emerging from Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s office in London. “I do
not think there is any possibility of resur-
recting that issue.”

In Dublin, Irish Prime Minister Bertie
Ahern said a new formula must be found.

“We have to try to find some other way,”
Ahern said, declining to suggest alterna-
tives.

North Korea nuclear talks: North Korea
is re-examining its participation in six-na-
tion talks over its nuclear programs because
of what it alleged were U.S. efforts to bring
down the regime in Pyongyang, North Ko-
rea’s official news agency said Monday.

Three rounds of six-nation talks aimed at
persuading North Koreans to halt weapons
development have taken place since last
year, but without a breakthrough. North
Korea boycotled a fourth round that was

for

Scene on Sunday
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and analysts say
Pyongyang probably was holding out, bet-
ting on a change in the White House.

According to the state-run news agency,
KCNA, a North Korean Foreign Ministry
spokesman denounced Washington for its
“smear campaign” and accused the Bush
administration of trying to topple the
North’s reclusive regime run by leader Kim
Jong I

do Poe Jr., who refused to concede May’s
presidemia] election, died early Tuesday
after suffering a stroke and slipping into a
coma, his doctor said.

Poe, 65, died at St. Luke’s Hospital, where

he was rushed late Saturday after complain-
ing of dizziness while dining and drinking
with friends. He later slipped into a coma as
doctors tried to use drugs to clear a blood
clot in his brain, and his condition gradually
worsened Monday, Poe’s doctor, Abdias
Aquino, told reporters.

“I am very sad to announce that Mr. FPJ
passed away at 12:01 am. despite aggres-
sive resuscitative measures,” Aquino, a neu-
rologist, said.

Alaska freighter accident: The U.S. Coast Guard lowers a salvage team to a freighter that
broke in two pieces when it ran aground off Alaska’s coast, seen as a key step toward clean-
ing up a destructive, oily mess stretching for miles. A helicopter with a three-person salvage
team took off from nearby Dutch Harbor on Sunday afternoon to undertake the short flight
to the 738-foot Selendang Ayu, wrecked Wednesday in rough seas. Strong winds and waves

had kept authori

Tawain presidential shooting: Taiwanese
investigators said on Monday they've de-
tained five suspects allegedly involved in
‘making and selling the bullets used in the
zarre shooting that lightly injured the presi-
dent on the eve of his re-election.

The arrests could be the biggest break in
an investigation that has dragged on for
‘months without producing many solid leads.
The lack of progress has fed popular con-
spiracy theories that President Chen
Shui-bian staged the March 19 attack to win
last-minute sympathy voters.

The five suspects, who were involved
with an illegal weapons workshop, were de-
tained late last month in Tainan, the south-
ern city where the president and Vice Presi-
dent Annette Lu were shot while parading
in an open Jeep, said Wang Shen-jong, chief
prosecutor in Tainan.

G-8 violence: A judge on Monday ordered
28 police officers to stand trial for their al-
leged brutality in a raid against anti- glohalr
ization protesters during the 2001 G
Eight summit in Genoa, court officia .nd.

The start of the trial was set for April 6, ac-
cording to the office of Genoa Judge Daniela
Faraggi, who made the ruling.

The pre-dawn raid on the Diaz school in
Genoa, which housed many protesters, was
one of the most controversial episodes of the
July 2001 summit. Some protesters said they
were attacked as they slept.

from boarding either half of the sl

Police said they were acting on a tip that
violent demonstrators were hiding in the
school.

Canada same-sex marriages: Canadian
Prime Minister Paul Martin was cool to the
idea of a national referendum on gay mar-
riage and said Parliament should decide the
issue.

Canada’s Supreme Court ruled Thursday
that gay marriage was constitutional, a land-
mark opinion allowing the federal govern-
ment to call on Parliament to legalize
same-sex unions nationwide.

Alberta Premier Ralph Klein has said he
wants a national referendum on gay mar-
riage.

Nuclear watchdog post: Australia’s for-
eign minister declined to comment Monday
on a newspaper report that he had turned
down a U.S. request to challenge Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency head Moham-
ed ElBaradei for his job.

The Washington Post reported Sunday
that the administration of President Bush
wants Alexander Downer to take over the
role because it regards ElBaradei as too soft
on Iran’s suspected nuclear program.

The newspaper also said that Washington
bugged the phone of ElBaradei, an Egyptian
diplomat who has headed the atomic agency
since 1997, scrutinizing his calls in search of
reasons to call for his ouster.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press.
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Volunteers sought to act as tax preparers

BY GREG TYLER

Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— Americans throughout the Pa-
cific region may be thinking
‘more about buying gifts than pay-
ing taxes this time of year, but
soon income tax season will be in
full stride.

At Sasebo Naval Base and
other Pacific facilities, officials
are seeking individuals in their
communities willing to serve as
tax preparers for the Internal
Revenue Service’s Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance program, or
VITA.

&k Through this program last year, more than 64,000 federal

returns were prepared and electronically filed, sa

ving Marines

and their families over $9.9 million in tax preparation and

filing fees, an average savings of nearly $120 per Marine.

said Lt Mary Thompson, an
NLSO attorney in Sasebo.

The VITA program is designed
to facilitate tax preparation and
electronic tax filing for all service-
members, Department of De-
fense civilians and status-of-forc-

“At Navy bases
world, it is run by the Navy Legdl
Services Office, and right now all
we're trying to do is get the word

Internal Revenue Service rep-
resentatives will train volunteers
at various Pacific bases next

The volunteers will prepare tax
returns through the tax season,
free of charge.

“At Navy bases, this contrib-
utes to our overall readiness be-
cause sailors do not have to
worry about getting their taxes
done. We do it for them for free,”
‘Thompson said.

Sasebo is to hold the VITA pro-
gram training from Jan. 25 until

out that we need volunteers,” month.

Jan. 28. The IRS requires the vol-

Gen. Michael W. Hagee
Marine Corps commandant

unteers to attend the training ses-
sion, Thompson said.

In Sasebo and at Iwakuni Ma-
rine Corps Air Station, the VITA
program offices open for busi-
ness on Jan. 31, and other bases
will do much the same as their
volunteers complete the training
from IRS representatives, Th-
ompson said.

“This program continues to be
a major quality-of-life benefit en-

Jjoyed by our military communi-
ty,” stated Gen. Michael W.
Hagee, Marine Corps comman-
dant, in a news report last week.

“Through this program last
year, more than 64,000 federal re-
‘turns were prepared and electron-
ically filed, saving Marines and
their families over $9.9 million in
tax preparation and filing fees, an
average savings of nearly $120
per Marine,” the general stated.

For more information or to vol-
unteer in Sasebo, call DSN
252-3347.

For more information on the
Twakuni VITA program, call DSN
253-4398 or DSN 253-5591.

Those who wish to volunteer at
their respective bases should con-
tact their VITA office.

The tax deadline for Ameri-
cans overseas is June 15.

E-mail Greg Tyler at:
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

All clear for a landing

flig

MARVIN THOMPSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Shaun A. Weltzin signals for a CH-46E Sea Knight helicopter to land on the

ight deck of the USS Fort McHenry during flight operations supporting humanitarian efforts to the

Philippines. The ship is operating off the east coast of Luzon island in support of the United States’
humanitarian assistance efforts after a series of storms devastated the area, See related story on Page 7.

Guam Christmas drop on hold

Bad weather causes Air Force to delay mission until the new year

Stars and Stripes

Pacific islanders in Micronesia and the Northern
Marianas will have to wait until after the holidays
for the annual rite of presents falling from the sky.

A tropical storm forced Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, to postpone its 52nd annual Christmas drop
until after the first of the year, said Tech. Sgt. Jeff
Capenos.

The humanitarian mission was to start Sunday
and end Wednesday but organizers decided to delay
it due to a typhoon watch Sunday. Typhoon Talas,
downgraded to a tropical storm Sunday night, was
moving quickly through the Micronesian islands on
a projected path south of Guam, the Pacific Daily
News reported Monday.

“It’s unfortunate the weather caused us to post-
pone this but we will ensure that this goes off in the
New Year,” Capenos said Monday.

The drop is conducted with help from the 374th
Airlift Wing at Yokota Air Base, Japan. Yokota’s
36th Airlift Squadron owns and operates the C-130
cargo planes that drop bundles of donated goods to
remote islands throughout Micronesia and North-
ern Marianas, north and south of Guam in the west-
ern Pacific Ocean.

In years past, items collected from local business-
es and community members on Guam have includ-
ed fishing nets, construction materials, canned
goods, clothing, toys, school supplies, powered milk

Donations usually are sealed in plastic inside card-
board boxes and hooked to small parachutes.

Hip hoopsters to

play U.S.

military

teams in Pacific

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
Referees will take to the court,
but the score won't matter when
the Harlem Ambassadors face off
against military all-stars.

Dubbed a younger, hipper ver-
sion of the Harlem Globetrotters,
the Ambassadors are bnngmg
their wacky, albeit skillful, hoops
tricks to several Japan military
bases this week,
where they’re to

The audience can

nomenal with dribbling. It's real-
ly a great family show.”

The Ambassadors do not
present a choreographed show,
according to a Navy Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation news release,
as the team likes to face oppo-
nents who do not know what to ex-
pect. The audience can expect to
see high-flying slam dunks, daz-
zling ball handling and comedy
routines led by “Lade Majic,” the

woman
coach/player of a
men’s professional

play against mili- basketball team,
tary  basketball expect to see according to a
teams. . . team news re-
The appear- Jigh-flying slam lease.
ance is part of the . Because a large
Harlem Ambassa- — dlunks, dazzling — crowd is expected
dors’ “Around the . at Misawa, Castal-
World  Tour”  ball handling 4o said, arriving

which has carried
the team to 39
states and 19 for-
eign countries.

While in Japan,
they're to per-
form at Misawa
Air  Base on
Wednesday, Sasebo Naval Base
on Saturday and Kadena Air Base
on Sunday. The squad also was to
visit Yokosuka Naval Base on
Tuesday.

The Japan shows are free to all
military ID cardholders.

At Misawa, the Ambassadors
take on Misawa’s varsity basket-
ball team at 6 p.m. in the Potter
Fitness Center’s main gymnasi-
um, marking the second year in a
row for the show.

“It's something different every
year,” said Tech. Sgt. Jerry Castal-
do, the fitness center’s special
events director. “It’s not even real-
ly a game against our varsity
team because the rules kind of go
out the window. They can pretty
much do anything with the basket-
ball: spin it on their fingers for for-
ever and a life, and they’re phe-

and comedy
routines led by
“Ladé Majic.”

early is advised;
the gym’s doors
will open at 5 p.m.
The Ambassadors
usually sign auto-
graphs after the
show, he said.

At Sasebo, the Ambassadors
are to play the Sasebo Eagles, a
squad of Fleet Activities Sasebo’s
finest players, at 6 p.m. Saturday
in the Main Base Fleet Fitness
Center.

Seating will be first-come,
first-served with doors opening at
S5 pm. The Ambassadors also
plan a youth clinic for S- to
18-year-olds in the Hario Village
Fitness Center from 9 am. to
11:30 a.m. Saturday.

The Ambassadors are to play at
6 p.m. Sunday at Kadena’s Falcon
Fitness Center against an all-star
Kadena team.

For more information about the
Ambassadors, visit the team’s
Web site at www.harlemambassa
dors.com.

Greg Tyler and David Allen contributed
to this report.

Emai Jennifer H. svan at:
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Depots at home struggle to meet war’s demand

BY JONATHAN WEISMAN
The Washington Post

TEXARKANA, Texas — In muddy gravel
lots, along weedy railroad tracks and in
grassy fields, the flotsam of war is washing
up at a sprawling Army-run repair post:
five- and 10-ton trucks, road graders, river
boats, forklifts, coils of tank track, piles of
road wheels and Humvees by the score,
doors pocked with shrapnel scars, windows
riddled with bullet holes or frosted white by
explosive heat, their fenders gashed by rock-
et-propelled grenades, their crews’ names
still etched on the windshields.

When Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld was confronted by a soldier in Kuwait
recently about why troops in Iraq had to
scrounge for parts, he might have pointed to
the Red River Army Depot on the outskirts
of Texarkana for the answer. Here, in un-
adorned open-air factories, bustling hives of
workers struggle through budget limits and
a burgeoning repair load to keep the troops
equipped.

Length, breadth of Iraq operations take
a toll on funding and materiel resources

Twenty-one months after U.S. forces en-
tered Iraq, the Defense Department is only
now coming to terms with the equipment
shortages caused by the prolonged fighting
there. The Pentagon has prepared an un-
precedented emereency spending plan
ing nearly $100 billion —as much as $30 bil-
lion more than expected as recently as Octo-
ber — say senior defense officials and con-
gressional budget aides. About $14 billion of
that would go to repairing, replacing and up-
grading an increasingly frayed arsenal.

“There’s no lack of work and only more
on the horizon,” sighed Dennis Lewis, chief
of the business office at the 29-square-mile
depot. “There’s no end in sight.”

‘The full implications and costs of the origi-
nal Iraq warplan are starting to come into
focus at such places as Red River. Expecta-

tions for a short, easy war — a conflict from
which the Army’s supply systems could
have easily rebounded — have given way to
the reality of hundreds of battered Hum-
vees cast aside here for want of money and
time to repair them.

s the conflict continues, the country’s
battered war materiel is making its way
back for repair — and so is the bill. The
emergency spending request that President
Bush will send to Congress early next year
will include billions of dollars to “reset the
force,” in military parlance. The Army
alone has requested $9.2 billion to repair, re-
place and upgrade equipment, congression-
al and Pentagon officials said. The Marine
Corps may seek as much as $5 billion more.

Those figures dwarf the “reset” requests
in two previous war supplemental spending

bills. In fiscal 2004, which ended Sept. 30,
lhe military spent $2.2 billion to repair

tanks, trucks and other equipment for land
forces, said Amy Belasco, a defense budget
specialist at the Congressional Research
Service.

Earlier requests for force reset funding
were so small because the military had
planned for a shorter war, said Col. Curtis
McCoy, the Army budget officer in charge
of planning for equipment repair and re-
placement. By now, the Army expected to
have fewer than 20,000 troops in Iraq, not
Lhe 138,000 currently lhere he said.

[the war] the course as we
thought it would have we’d have a division
left there, and this equipment would have
all been home awhile ago,” McCoy said.
“That didn't happen, and there are going to
be a lot more bills.”

Instead, it will be a scramble just to keep
the lmops in the field equipped. Depots are
confronting four to five times more equip-
ment wear than the Army anticipated,
McCoy said.

Seven Marines Killed in
Anbar province, 13 dead
in Green Zone bombing

Newspaper:
Members of
Guard more
likely to die

BY PAUL GARWOOD
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. Ma-
rines lost seven of their own Sun-
day in fighting in the Anbar prov-
ince, the worst day for the Ma-
rines since October.

Meanwhile, an al-Qaida-linked
suicide bomber blew up his vehi-
cle Monday near cars waiting to
enter the Green Zone, home to
the U.S. Embassy and Iraq’s inter-
im government, killing 13 Iraqis
on the first anniversary of Sadd-
am Hussein’s capture.

The seven Marines died in ac-
tion Sunday in the volatile Anbar
province west of Baghdad, the
deadliest day for the Marines
since eight of their servicemem-
bers were killed by a car bomb
Oct. 30 outside Fallujah.

The deaths brought to nearly
1,300 the number of American
troops killed in Iraq since the in-
vasion in March 2003.

It was unclear where in Anbar
the Marines were killed, but the
province includes the turbulent
cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, the
latter of which witnessed a
bloody weeklong offensive last
month to uproot extremist Islam-
ic militants.

A suicide car bomber detonat-
ed his explosives-packed car near
a checkpoint leading into central
Baghdad’s heavily fortified
Green Zone, killing 13 Iragis and
wounding 15 others in an attack
for which Jordanian militant Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi’s al-Qaida in
Iraq group claimed credit. No
U.S. troops were injured.

A US. soldier with the 1st
Corps Support Command was
killed and another wounded Mon-
day in a vehicle accident near a
military base in Balad, 50 miles
north of Baghdad. It was unclear
what caused the accident.

n Sunday, American jets
dropped 10 precision-guided mis-
siles on rebel positions in Fallu-
jah after insurgents fought run-
ning battles with coalition forces.

“We are still running into some

of these die-hard insurgents that
have either come back into the
city or have been laying low,”
spokesman Lt. Lyle Gilbert said.
“As we are bringing in contrac-
tors to help with the reconstruc-
tion of Fallujah, this (fighting)
slows the process down.”

Further west in Ramadi, 10 ex-
plosions were heard early Mon-
day.

No details were immediately
available on what caused them
nor if there were casualties. The
blasts came a day after insur-
gents and Marines traded artil-
lery fire that killed one woman.

A US. Stryker brigade patrol
was attacked by a car bomb in
Mosul, 225 miles northwest of
Baghdad, on Monday, wounding
two American soldiers. U.S.
troops and gunmen fought gun
battles after the blast.

In Tarmiyah, on Baghdad’s
northern outskirts, three more
U.S. troops were wounded by a
car bomb blast that wrecked two
Humvees, pieces of which were
raised into the air by jubilant
Iraqi men who danced around
their charred hulks and a large
crater blown into the road by the
explosion.

government and U.S. Embassy.

cures the area Monday after a car bomb attack in
bomber killed 13 people in the attack near the
reen Zone in central Baghdad housing the interim

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,289
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,007 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include three military civil-
ians.

The AP count is seven higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST
Friday.

y.
The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-

land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,151 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 898 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

U.S. deaths in Iraq

W A US. Marine was killed
Sunday in action in Anbar prov-
ince.

WA U.S. soldier was killed Sat-
urday by a roadside bomb in
Baghdad'’s northern suburbs.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Chief Warrant Officer
Patrick D. Leach, 39, Rock Hill,
S.C., and Army 1st Lt. Andrew C.
Shlelds 25, Campobello, S.C.

Both soldiers were killed
Thursday in a helicopter acci-
dent in Mosul, Iraq; assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 151st Aviation
Regiment, South Carolina Na-
tional Guard, Columbia, S.C.

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Unlike in
past wars, National Guard sol-
diers are about one-third more
likely to be killed in Iraq than
their full-time counterparts on
active duty, a USA Today anal-
ysis of Pentagon statistics
shows.

According to figures fur-
nished by the military branch-
es, the active Army has sent
about 250,000 soldiers to Iraq,
and 622 have been killed. That
works out to one death for
every 402 soldiers who have
deployed, USA Today report-
ed in its Monday editions.

About 37,000 Army Guard
soldiers have been sent to Iraq
and 140 have died there — one
fatality for every 264 soldiers
who have served, or about a 35
percent higher death rate.

ere are several reasons
for the greater death rates
among so-called part-time sol-
diers. The Pentagon has called
up thousands of part-time
troops for tours of a year or
more in Iraq. Some of the most
dangerous missions, including
driving convoys and guarding
bases and other facilities, fre-
quently are assigned to Guard
and reserve troops.

Active-duty casualties have
spiked during major battles
such as the attack on Fallujah,
largely carried out by Army
and Marine troops. But such
engagements have been rare
since President Bush declared
major combat over in May
2003.

The elevated death rates
among part-time soldiers are a
significant shift from the past,
USA Today reported. During
‘most wars in the last century,
the full-time military took
most of the casualties, and
their troops were much more
likely to die in battle than
Guardsmen and reservists.
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Iraq rebuilding defended

BAGHDAD — A top USAID of-
ficial acknowledged Monday that
Tragis have reasons to be impa-
tient with the pace of reconstruc-
tion since the U.S.-led war to oust
Saddam Hussein, but he said $4.3
billion had been earmarked for
projects and promised improve-
ment despite the insurgency.

Andrew Natsios, administrator
of the U.S. Agency for Internation-
al Development, detailed several
projects under way in Iraq, in-
cluding construction of 13
water-treatment plants and a
major new power station, as well
as hundreds of schools, firehous-
es, clinics and police stations.

But he insisted the most impor-
tant work in Iraq isn’t necessarily
visible, including building institu-
tions, getting civil society groups
off the ground and doing preven-
tive maintenance.

“The most important work we
do is not the physical infrastruc-
ture, even though I know all of
you like to report on it,” Natsios
said at a news conference inside
the Green Zone, the highly forti-
fied area home to the U.S. Embas-
sy and other government offices
in Baghdad.

CIA presence denied

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan on Monday said there was no
evidence that al-Qaida chief
Osama bin Laden is hiding in the
country, and denied it had al-
lowed CIA agents to set up bases
along its border to hunt the terror
mastermind.

Pakistani and American gener-
als agree that the trail for the
al-Qaida leader has gone cold,
more than three years after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the Unit-
ed States.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Masood Khan said bin Laden had
not been seen anywhere, and
scoffed at reports he might be hid-
ing in Chitral, in the country’s sce-
nic north.

“Osama bin Laden has not been
sighted in Chitral or in any other
part of Pakistan,” Khan said, add-

. “there are no operations
being conducted by U.S. forces in-
side Pakistan.

President Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf has previously acknowledged
that a small number of American
experts were working with Paki-

stani troops in operations against
al-Qaida militants.

But he has denied that U.S. forc-
es — deployed in neighboring Af-
ghanistan — are actively hunting
bin Laden in Pakistan.

A report in Monday’s New
York Times, citing anonymous
U.S. officials, said the CIA had set
up small bases along the border
in late 2003, but that the opera-
tives were being hampered by un-
cooperative Pakistani minders. It
said the CIA had concluded bin
Laden was being sheltered by
tribesmen and foreign militants
in northwestern Pakistan, and
that he could be aiming to launch
a “spectacular” attack on the Unit-
ed States.

The issue is a sensitive one for
Musharraf, who is under pres-
sure at home from hard-liners op-
posed to his strong ties with Wash-
ington.

Alleged prisoner abuse

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Human Rights Watch said Mon-
day it had uncovered two more
cases of prisoners dying in Amen-
can custody in d it

6 Gls court-martialed for
aking vehicles in Kuwait

BY JOHN MCCARTHY
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — At a time when some U.S.
troops in Iraq are complaining they have to
scrounge for equipment, six Ohio-based reservists
were court-martialed for taking Army vehicles aban-
doned in Kuwait by other units so they could carry
out their own unit’s mission to Iraq.

The soldiers say they needed the vehicles, and
parts stripped from one, to deliver fuel to Iraq, but
their former battalion commander said Sunday the
troops should at least have returned the vehicles to

their original units.

Members of the 656th Transportation Company
based in Springfield, west of Columbus, said they
needed the equipment to deliver fuel that was need-
ed by U.S. forces in Iraq for everything from helicop-

ters to tanks.

The reservists took two tractor-trailers and

stripped parts from a five-ton truck that had been
abandoned in Kuwait by other units that had al-

sentences.

ready moved into Iraq, one of the reservists, Darrell
Birt of Columbus, said Sunday.
Birt, a former chief warrant officer, and the oth-
ers were charged with theft, destruction of Army
property and conspiracy to cover up their crimes.
Birt said he and two others pleaded guilty and the
other three were convicted. All received six-month

“Nobody ever reported these trucks stolen. The

deal was, when you are moving, if it was going to

take more than 30 minutes to fix it, you left it,” said
Birt, who was released in November.

“I'm a Christian man and I can’t ignore what we
did, but it was justified to get us in the fight and to
sustain the fight.”

accused the Bush admmlst_rauun
of “dragging its feet” on investiga-
tions that could have prevented
the abuse of prisoners in Iraq.

In an open letter to Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, the
New York-based rights group
said it had new evidence of “an al-
leged murder of a detainee by
four U.S. military personnel” in
Afghanistan in 2002. More recent-
ly, it said a man picked up on
Sept. 24, 2004, died the next day
at an American base, but it did
not specify the cause of death.

U.S. military officials in Afghan-
istan had no immediate comment
on the alleged new cases high-
lighted in the letter.

But Pentagon spokesman Lt.
Col. John Skinner said defense of-
ficials went to “enormous lengths
to investigate any credible allega-
tions of detainee abuse.”

“We've looked at detention op-
erations from A to Z,” he said,
‘without specxﬁcally dmcussmg
the cases raised by Hum:
Rights Watch.

Military investigators are al-
ready examining the deaths of
several prisoners in U.S. custody
here, but have released few of
their findings.

From The Associated Press

Year after Saddam was captured,
trial prospects remain uncertain

BY NICK WADHAMS
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — In the year
since he was captured and hus-
tled away to a secret location, Sad-
dam Hussein has taken up gar-
dening, undergone a hernia opera-
tion and written poetry that one
visitor describes as “rubbishy.”

What he has not done is meet
with any of the 20 lawyers claim-
ing to represent him. And with
the country in the grips of an in-
surgency, predicting when Irag’s
most famous prisoner will be
tried is no easier now than it was
on the day he was pulled from his
hiding spot in a spider hole near
his hometown of Tikrit.

When Saddam first appeared
before an Iragi court in July,
some officials predicted a swift
trial. Ever since, they have said
October, November or Decem-
ber. Now, they expect it no earlier
than the beginning of 2006, Irag’s
National Security Adviser Mou-
wafak al-Rubaie said.
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“This is going to be probably
the trial of the century and we
have to get it right,” al-Rubaie
said. “We can’t suddenly try him
and sentence him to either life in
prison or whatever, execute him
100 times as some people want to
do.”

American officials with the De-
partment of Justice’s Regime
Crimes Liaison Office are advis-
ing the Iraqi Special Tribunal on
the process of bringing Saddam
to trial. The Americans paid the
tribunal’s budget of $75 million
for 2004-2005. But with elections
approaching Jan. 30, the Iraqi
government is in flux and likely
to stay that way for another year
until a new constitution is drafted
and another round of elections is
held in December 2005.

Trainers also face a dearth of
qualified Iragi prosecutors, de-
fense lawyers and judges. If prop-
er attorneys are found, they as-
sume a new kind of risk — threats
from the guerrillas, believed to be

In July, Saddam Hussein appeared in a courtroom at Camp Victory, at a
former palace on the outskirts of Baghdad. In the year since Saddam

was captured and hustled away to a secret location, of

work of gathering evidence, documents, mass grave sites, and
testimony from victims continues away from the public eye.

mostly Sunni Muslims like Sadd-
am, or others trying to stymie the
trial.

Few Iraqi lawyers are willing
to represent Saddam, while prose-
cutors fear challenging him. The
same goes for the judges oversee-
ing the case, slowing its work.

“At various points in time they
have had a number of judges who
have since withdrawn,” said
Hania Mufti, a spokeswoman for
New York-based Human Rights
Watch who has followed the case.
“So that’s been a practical prob-
lem on the ground.”

That fact has been sobering for
the Americans, who predicted
Saddam’s capture would cripple
the insurgency. They portrayed
violence immediately after his
capture as the last gasp of desper-
ate loyalists.

“Saddam’s era is over,” the

Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman,
Gen. Richard Myers, said days
after Saddam was captured. “But
it takes time for people to accept
the changes.”

Since then, the guerrillas have
continued exacting a bloody toll
against U.S. troops and their Iraqi
allies.

Saddam first appeared before
the court July 1, without a lawyer.

e was presented with seven
preliminary charges that included
gassing thousands of Kurds in
1988, the 1990 invasion of Kuwait,
the suppression of 1991 revolts by
Kurds and Shiites, the murders of
religious and political leaders and
the mass displacement of Kurds in

e 3
Eleven other defendants were ar-
raigned with him.

Associated Press reporter Jamal Halaby
in Amman, Jordan, contributed to this
report.
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Rebels warn U.S. troops against covert ops

The Associated Press

, Philippines — Communist
rebels warned hundreds of U.S. service-
members on a relief mission in the
storm-ravaged northeastern Philippines to
stick to humanitarian work, saying they
were straying too close to rebel-held areas.

Last week, about 600 Marines and sail-
ors started transporting food and evacuees
between the hardest-hit province of Que-
zon, near Manila, and Clark Air Base north
of the capital.

The U.S. Embassy said in a statement
that Filipino troops were helping U.S. ser-
vicemembers secure helicopter landing

&k It would be wise for American troops to refrain from
undertaking military operations in the area
including intelligence-related activities.9?

Gregorio Rosal

Communist Party of the Philippines spokesman

zones and transport supplies.

“They are dangerously close to ... guerril-
1a zones, and it would be prudent for them
to confine themselves to areas where actu-
al relief operations are under way in order
to avoid unnecessary encounters,” Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines spokesman

Gregorio Rosal said in a statement.
“It would be wise for American troops to
refrain from undertaking military opera-
tions in the area including intelligence-re-
lated activities,” he warned.
Rosal did not say that the Americans
were involved in any covert operations,

and there was no indication that the mis-
sion was anything but humanitarian.

He also promised that the New People’s
Army rebels, the armed wing of the Com-
munist Party, would not target either Filipi-
no or American soldiers while they pro-
vide aid to local residents.

The communist insurgency has raged
for 35 years and both the party and the
NPA appear on a U.S. list of terrorist orga-
nizations. Shortly after a rainstorm hit the
region Nov. 29, suspected communist
rebels killed 10 and wounded six soldiers
on a mission to help flood victims, the mili-
tary said. The rebels denied that the troops
were sent to assist victims.

Mortar attack on
U.S. base injures
3 Afghan soldiers

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Insur-
gents rained mortar rounds on a
U.S. base in Afghanistan, wound-
ing three Afghan government sol-
diers, while American and Af-
ghan officials announced Monday
the arrests of 14 suspected Tali-
ban.

Eleven mortar rounds fell near
the base in southeastern Paktika
province in the past 24 hours, a
U.S. military spokesman said.

The wounded soldiers from the
new U.S.-trained Afghan National
Army were evacuated to a field
hospital at a larger U.S. base in
neighboring Khost province and
were in stable condition, said
Maj. Mark McCann.

No American soldiers were re-
ported hurt in the incident.

McCann said eight Taliban
members were detained in a raid
about a week ago in Char Cheno
district of Central Uruzgan prov-
ince after American forces re-
ceived intelligence on their
whereabouts.

One was believed to be a broth-
er of the former Taliban governor
of Kandahar, the southern city
that was the hardline regime’s
capital. McCann declined to give
his name.

Afghan troops seized another
six suspected Taliban in the same
province on Saturday, Defense
Ministry spokesman Gen. Zaher
Mohammed Azimi said. Two
were Taliban commanders called
Mullah  Ghulam Nahim and
Abdul Qadir, he said.

Azimi also reported the wound-
ing of six Afghan civilians in an
explosion Saturday near Asada-
bad, in eastern Kunar province.
Three were taken to the main
US. base at Bagram, north of
Kabul, where they were recover-
ing after treatment, he said.

The cause of the explosion was
unclear, though the area has seen
a spate of roadside bombings
aimed at Afghan and U.S. securi-
ty forces as well as clashes be-
tween rival Afghan factions.
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Japan’s foreign mi

KYODO NEWS/AP

er, Nobutaka Machimura, appears before the

lower house of Japan’s parliament on Friday to call for sanctions against
North Korea for the abduction of 13 Japanese citizens.

Japan delaying action
on N. Korea sanctions

BY CHISAKI WATANABE
The Associated Press
TOKYO — Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi on Monday
called North Korea’s ion of

Koizumi’s administration so
far has resisted calls for punish-
ment, arguing that retribution
against the secretive state could
make further progress impossi-

Japanese nationals decades ago
“unjust and abominable” acts, as
public pressure mounted on him
to use economic sanctions to pun-
ish Pyongyang for the kidnap-
pings.

Tokyo said it won't immediate-
ly punish North Korea with sanc-
tions, despite calls to do so after
forensic tests last week showed
that human remains Pyongyang
claimed belonged to a Japanese
kidnapping victim turned out to
belong to someone else.

Koizumi said he was aware of
voters' demands for tougher ac-
tion against Pyongyang.

“It’s only natural, considering
North Korea’s unjust and abomi-
nable acts,” Koizumi told report-
ers. Asked how Tokyo would pres-
sure Pyongyang, he said: “We
will have to decide what's appro-
priate.”

North Korea has admitted kid-
napping 13 Japanese citizens in
the 1970s and 80s, but it claims
eight of the victims are dead.
Japan is skeptical, and has
pressed Pyongyang to fully inves-
tigate the cases and provide proof
of the deaths.

ble and
talks on Pyongyang’s nuclear
weapons program.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
royuki Hosoda said Japan would
decide on action after officials
have examined documents,
human remains and other materi-
als provided by North Korea last
month.

“At this point, there are no such
plans,” Hosoda said when asked
by reporters if Tokyo would im-
pose sanctions.

“We plan to analyze the materi-
al by the end of the year, and then
we will convey our official views
to North Korea,” Hosoda added.
“This is our policy up to now.”

On Friday, a group of lawmak-
ers from the ruling party and a
lower house committee passed
separate resolutions calling for a
freeze in humanitarian aid to
North Korea and a threat of eco-
nomic sanctions if progress is not
made.

A poll by the Mainichi newspa-
per conducted Friday and Satur-
day showed that 72 percent of vot-
ers backed sanctions amid frustra-
tion over the abduction issue.

Officials
probing
Philippine
bombing

BY TERESA CEROJANA
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Au-
thorities said Monday that they
have identified several suspects
but made no arrests as they
probed a possible business feud
behind a bombing that killed at
least 15 people in a southern Phil-
ippine market packed with Christ-
mas shoppers.

Both Muslim and communist
rebels operate in General Santos,
about 620 miles south of Manila,
where a homemade bomb went
off in the market on Sunday. At
least 70 people were wounded,
and some were in critical condi-
tion.

No one has claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

National police chief Edgar
Aglipay said investigators were
looking into a dispute between
two groups wrangling over a stall
in the market, but added: “This is
something we still have to prove.
We are not discounting that other
groups may have done this.”

Army Col. Medardo Geslani
said earlier that investigators
have so far found “no direct link”
to the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf
group, the regional terror net-
work Jemaah Islamiyah, the com-
munist New People’s Army or the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front,
the Philippines’ main Muslim sep-
aratist group.

He said several suspects were
identified, but no arrests were
made.

“We are validating leads, and
maybe later today there will be
something clearer,” Geslani said.
“We have suspects but we can’t di-
vulge ([their identities] right
now.”

General Santos, a major south-
ern city, had not been bombed
since a shopping mall blast killed
14 people in 2002. Several Mus-
lim militants have been charged
with multiple murders over the at-
tack.
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Germany terror trials
hampered by lax laws

Convictions unlikely, nation turns to deporting
alleged members of cell that planned 9/11 attacks

BY CRAIG WHITLOCK
The Washington Post

HAMBURG, Germany — After
three years of failing to hold any-
one accountable for the attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, Germany is prepar-
ing to expel accused members of
the Hamburg-based cell that led
the hijackings to countries with
more aggressive records of prose-
cuting terrorism.

Although two criminal trials
are still pending, German offi-
cials, legal experts and lawyers in-
volved in the cases said the mas-
sive investigation into the
al-Qaida cell has been stymied by
this country’s lax anti-terrorism
laws, unfavorable judicial rulings
and a lack of evidence, making it
increasingly doubtful that anyone
here will be convicted.

The state of affairs is apparent
at the judicial complex in Ham-
burg, where one defendant,
Mounir Motassadeq, is being
tried on more than 3,000 counts of
accessory to murder and member-
ship in a terrorist organization.
Despite the gravity of the charg-
es, he is a free man, walking alone
from his home to the century-old
courthouse each morning, un-
guarded.

Motassadeq was convicted of
the charges last year, making him
the only person anywhere found
guilty of playing a role in the
Sept. 11 plot to attack targets in
the United States. But he was

freed in April, after an appellate
court rejected the verdict as
based on flimsy evidence and
other legal deficiencies.

A retrial began in August and is
scheduled to last at least two
‘more months, but the basis of the
prosecution’s case has been un-
dermined by its own witnesses, in-
cluding one whom the presiding
judge accused of “fantasizing”
during his testimony. Attorneys
for victims of the Sept. 11 attacks
have filed a civil suit against Mot-
assadeq, in part to prevent him
from collecting as much as
$50,000 in compensation from the
German government for wrong-
ful prosecution if he is acquitted.

In another sign of the wid
spread doubts surrounding the in-
vestigation, officials in Hamburg
filed papers in July to deport Mot-
assadeq and a second suspect, Ab-
delghani Mzoudi, to their native
Morocco, a pre-emptive measure
in case they are found not guilty
or receive a light sentence.

Bernd-Ruedeger Sonnen, a law
professor at the University of
Hamburg, said German officials
‘want to minimize any political em-
barrassment that would result
from a failure by kicking the de-
fendants out of the country as
quickly as possible.

“It would be an affront to the
U.S. population to acquit them,”
Sonnen said. “The German public
is also asking: Why are the judges
making it so difficult? Why can’t

we convict them? That's the huge
problem that Germany now
faces, and that's why Germany
would be very happy to deport
them to Morocco to rid them-
selves of this problem.”

German authorities are trying
to extradite to Spain another al-
leged member of the Hamburg
cell, Mamoun Darkazanli, a Syri-
an-born German national. He has
been indicted in Spain for alleged-
ly playing a supporting role in the
Sept. 11 attacks. He has been list-
ed as a terrorism financier by
USS. Treasury Department offi-
cials, who have accused him of
being a longtime financial backer
of al-Qaida and its leader, Osama
bin Laden.

When it comes to dealing with

Islamic radicals, Germany has
some of the most tolerant laws in
Europe. Before the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, it was legal in Germany to
belong to a foreign terrorist orga-
nization such as al-Qaida as long
as it was not active inside the
country.
German legislators have tried
to stiffen anti-terrorism laws in re-
cent years and have made it easi-
er to deport immigrants for be-
longing to Islamic radical groups.
But police and prosecutors com-
plain they remain hampered by a
legal code that was drafted after
World War II in hopes of reining
in Nazi-style abuses and places a
greater burden of proof on Ger-
man investigators than counter-
parts in other European coun-
tries.
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Local residents wade through a flooded street Monday in downtown
Kota Bharu, in the eastern state of Kelantan in Malaysia. At least
seven people have died and more than 15,000 made homeless in
Malaysia’s worst flooding in a decade, which left vast swaths of the
eastern coast under water Monday. Four other people were feared
dead after being washed away in fast-flowing currents, fed by an
unusually severe monsoon. The waters submerged much of Kota
Bahru, where medics at hospitals flooded with knee-deep water
were hastily evacuating patients — some of them on gurneys with

intravenous drips attached.

AP

N. Korea denies report

SEOUL — North Korea on Mon-
day denied reports of mass defec-
tions of high-ranking officers,
claiming they were part of a
U.S.-orchestrated smear cam-
paign aimed at toppling the com-
munist regime.

‘The North said that the reports
compelled it to “seriously recon-
sider its participation” in six-na-
tion talks aimed at persuading it
to abandon its nuclear ambitions.

The New York Times, citing an
editor of South Korea’s Monthly
Chosun magazine, reported last
month that an estimated 130
North Korean generals had de-
fected to China in recent years.

Troops withdrawal

HERZLIYA, Israel — Israeli
troops will withdraw from Pales-
tinian cities and towns for 72
hours during next month’s Pales-
tinian presidential election, the Is-
raeli defense minister said Mon-
day.

Monday’s comments by De-
fense Minister Shaul Mofaz

marked the first time Israel pro-
vided details on troop deploy-
ment during the vote. “We will
leave the Palestinian cities for a
period of about 72 hours, that is
the day before, the day of and the
day after the election,” Mofaz
said.

Palestinian Cabinet minister
Saeb Erekat said Israeli troops
should withdraw from Palestin-
ian towns immediately to enable
candidates to campaign. Israel
should also lift travel bans on Pal-
estinians and remove check-
points, Erekat said.

Elephants get their fill

BANGKOK, Thailand — Wild
elephants in Thailand stumbled
upon a feast when they found a
tapioca delivery truck with a flat
tire, officials said Monday.

The driver, Somkuan Sirisat,
said he had gone for help to re-
pair the tire Sunday night — and
when he returned, he found five
or six elephants surrounding his
truck and devouring its contents.

The elephants left the scene
after eating their fill.

From The Associated Press
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By Bonnie Powell
bonnic.powell@deca.mil

FORT LEE, Va. — Anyone can
show support for military families this
holiday season with a “Gift of
Groceries.”

“Whether it’s for a national or
installation charity, families of deployed
service members, or simply as a gift for
your neighbor, the general public can
help support military families with com-
missary gift certificates,” said Patrick B.
Nixon, acting director and chief execu-
tive officer of the Defense Commissary
Agency. “Since the program began in the
fall of 2002, nearly $5 million in com-
‘missary gift certificates has been given
as gifts or donated to military families.”

During the holidays in particu-
lar, gift certificates have proven to be
handy for food basket programs by
allowing recipients to purchase the gro-
ceries they need and prefer, rather than
getting food items they might not be
able to use. “And since commissaries
sell food at cost, military families save
an average of 30 percent or more by
using their commissary benefit,” said
Nixon. “That’s critical for families on a
tight budget — at the holidays or any
time of the year!”

The public can also donate gift
certificates to worldwide organizations
that assist military families such as the
USO, Air Force Aid Society and Fisher
House Foundation. Since the “Gift of
Groceries” program began, nearly
$130,000 has been donated to those spe-
cific charities.

“The commissary gift certifi-
cates are obviously appreciated and used
by families staying at Fisher Houses
worldwide,” said Jim Weiskopf, vice
president of communications for Fisher
House Foundation. Fisher Houses are
comfort homes located near military
medical facilities.

“Most donated certificates are
being used to buy groceries for families
staying at our homes while their loved
ones recover from injuries sustained in
Afghanistan or Iraq.”

The “Gift of Groceries” pro-
gram is made possible through a busi-
ness agreement with CertifiChecks Inc.
at no cost to DeCA or the federal gov-
ernment. The program allows anyone to
purchase commissary gift certificates
through a link at http:/www.commis-
saries.com or by calling toll free 1-877-
770-GIFT. The certificates can be given
as gifts or donated, but only authorized
commissary shoppers can spend them. A
standard charge of $4.95, paid by the
purchaser, covers the costs of handling,
printing and mailing. Additional charges
may apply for large orders or special
delivery.

Gift certificates, in $25 denomi-
nations, are now available in all 273

orldwide. The availabili
ty of gift ccnmcalcs in stores is intended
as a customer convenience - filling the
need for a last minute gift. A handling
fee of $1 per $25 certificate offsets
printing, shipping and handling costs,
and only cash or check is accepted on
gift certificates acquired directly through
a commissary customer service office.
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One-month-old
baby white rhino
Sudi — “luck” in
Swahili — stands

next to his
mother Monday in
Singapore. Both
Sudi and
Mandela, another
baby rhino born in

October at the

200 and named

after former
South African
President Nelson
Mandela, weigh
about 88 pounds.
AP

Rare rhinos born in Singapore

The Associated Press

SINGAPORE — Endangered
white rhinos have given birth to
two young at the Singapore Zoo,
an official said Monday.

A male rhino, named Mandela
after South Africa’s former presi-
dent and independence leader,
was born in October, said the
700’s executive director, Fannie
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Lai. Another male, Sudi, was born
on Nov. 11, she said.

Sudi means “luck” in the East
African language of Swahili, Lai
said. Each young rhino weighs
about 88 pounds and is roughly 2
feet tall, she said, adding that
three keepers are caring for

em.

“Both baby rhinos are very ac-

BEIJING 4DAYS

tive,” Lai said. “They enjoy run-
ning around the enclosure.”

Ten white rhinos have been
born in the zoo’s breeding pro-
gram. The first was Uhura, a fe-
male born in 1996 and now in a
200 in Adelaide, Australia.

White rhinos are an endan-
gered species because of poach-
ing, especially for their horns,
used in Chinese medicine.

Bonobo ch
extinetion

BY JULIET EILPERIN
The Washington Post

A species of pygmy chimpan-
zees known for using sex to man-
age conflict faces the possibility
of going extinct, say World Wild-
life Fund re-
searchers
who  have
been study-
ing them in
the war-torn
Democratic
Republic of
Congo.

Bonobos,
which  are
perhaps hu-
mans’  clos-
est relative
and live only in Congo, were once
believed to number 50,000. But a
survey of Congo’s 90,000-square-
mile Salonga National Park con-
ducted over the past year by the
World Wildlife Fund, along with
the Congolese Institute for Na-
ture Conservation and the Wild-
life Conservation Society, sug-

Bonobo
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imps face
in Congo

gests the wild bonobo population
may have dwindled to 10,000.

The park is a protected area the
size of the Netherlands. An analy-
sis of one-third of the park re-
vealed no bonobos and showed
nests in just a quarter of the sur-
veyed area. There was ample evi-
dence of poaching and human en-
croachment in the park.

Bonobos, which were first iden-
tified as a species in 1929, live in
matriarchal <ocleue< that prize
cooperation and resolve conflicts
through sex, a behavior not found
in other primates. Hunters target
them for meat that they eat or sell
on the bush meat market.

“The world could soon lose the
primate species that shares the
greatest genetic connection to hu-
mans. Bonobos are fascinating
creatures that are little under-
stood,” said Richard Carroll, a pri-
matologist who directs the fund’s
Central Africa program. “If hu-
mans allow our closest relatives
o go extinct, we have failed as a
species.”
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Bush names new HHS chief

BY MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush chose Environmental Protec-
tion Agency chief Michael Leavitt
on Monday to be secretary of
Health and Human Services, fill-
ing one of the last two openings in
his second-term Cabinet.

Bush praised Leavitt as a “fine
executive” and “a man of great
compassion. ... He’s an ideal
choice to lead one of the largest de-
partments of the United States gov-
ernment.”

Leavitt, Utah’s governor before
joining the Bush administration in
late 2003, would succeed Tommy
Thompson, who recently resigned.

Bush also has to name a new
head of the Homeland Security De-
partment to take the place of Ber-
nard Kerik, who abruptly with-
drew his nomination Friday night,
citing immigration problems with

brought it to our attention sooner,”

said White House spokesman Scott
McClellan. “Commissioner Kerik
pol:nled out that this was a mis-

During Monday’s announce-
ment, Leavitt, 53, thanked Bush
for showing confidence in him. “I
feel a real sense of understandable
regret” about leaving the EPA, he
said.

He said the department of
Health and Human Services plays
a vital parl in the lives of every
Americ:

“1 loDk forward ... to the imple-
mentation of the Medicare pre-
scription drug program in 2006,
medical liability reform and find-
ing ways to reduce the cost of
health care,” Leavitt said. “I am
persuaded that we can use technol-

and innovation to meet our
most noble aspirations and not
compromise our other values that
we hold so dear.”

The HHS has a budget of more

a family housekeep

T. than $500 billion and 67,000 em-
“He himself bdld he should have

ployees.

Death " Is rejected

The Supreme Court ruled Monday that a Florida death row inmate
should not get a new trial even though his lawyer conceded the man’s
guilt without his consent. The high court also rejected an appeal from
Texas death row inmate Troy Kunkle, allowing his execution to proceed,
even though one justice declared that Kunkle’s sentence clearly violated
the Constitution.

In the Florida case, the Supreme Court voted 8-0 to set aside a Florida
Supreme Court decision in favor of Joe Elton Nixon. He was convicted
in the 1984 murder of a woman he met at a Tallahassee mall.

Florida prosecutors say Nixon tied Jeanne Bickner, a 38-year-old
state worker, to trees with jumper cables and set her on fire.

The Supreme Court declined to hear the appeal from Kunkle, who
was convicted of murdering a robbery victim nearly 20 years ago. HIS at-
torneys had argued that Kunkle’s drug and alcohol abuse history was
not properly considered as mitigating evidence at trial.

Pollution cleanup lawsuits limited

The Supreme Court on Monday put restrictions on companies that
want to voluntarily clean up their polluted land and sue former owners to
share the costs.

The court ruled 7-2 against a company that in 1981 bought land in
Texas that had been used for aircraft engine

Peterson sentenced to death

BY BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — A
jury decided Monday that Scott
Peterson should be executed for
murdering his pregnant wife,
Laci, whose Christmas Eve disap-
pearance two years ago was the
opening act in a legal drama that
captivated America.

Cheers went up outside the
courtroom as the jury announced
its decision after 11 %2 hours of de-
liberations over three days.
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then went to court to recover some of the $5 million it spent cleaning up
pollution there. The justices said the company improperly tried to use the
Superfund law to sue because the government had not demanded that the
cleanup be done. However, the court left open the possibility that another
part of the Superfund law could permit such lawsuits.

The law allows the Environmental Protection Agency to designate as
“Superfund” sites areas that are highly polluted, and then officials can
seek money from current and former owners for the cleanup costs.

From The Associated Press

Silver

rate
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Peterson clenched his jaw
when the verdict was read ‘but
showed no other emotion.

Judge Alfred A. Delucchi will
formally sentence Peterson on
Feb. 25. The judge will have the
option of reducing the sentence to
life, but such a move is highly un-
ikely.

If the judge upholds the sen-
tence, Peterson will be sent to
death row at San Quentin State
Prison outside San Francisco, the
infamous lockup where prisoners

gaze out small cell windows over-
looking the same bay where Laci
Peterson’s body was discarded.

But Peterson still might not be
executed for decades, if ever.

That is because California’s
death row has grown to house
about 650 condemned men and
women since the state brought
back capital punishment in 1978.
Since then, only 10 executions
have been carried out — the last
one in 2002. It can take years for
even the first phase of the appeals
process o begin.

Cents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

Beware of degree scams

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If you want to
get ahead in your field but don’t
have time to attend daily cours-
es at your local college, you
might consider a distance learn-
ing opportunity.

But before you spend the
time, effort and money to get a
higher  education  degree
through correspondence cours-
es or the Internet, make sure
you aren't signing up to become
a victim of fraud. The country
has more than 2,600 dlploma
mills — set-ups that will
your money and, after little or
no work on your part, give you a
useless “degree.”

So warns John Bear, co-au-
thor of the new book “Degree
Mills.”

Before you apply, make sure
the learning organization is legit-
imate, Bear says. Here’s what to
look for:

B Check the school’s accredi-
ldtion with the Council for High-

Y

Federal funds fiaret raic
3-month

ou
chould look for a nationally or ré-
gionally  accredited  school,

which means that the credits

earned there will be recognized
and accepted at other institutes
of higher education.

W Don't take the school’s word
on accreditation, Bear says.
There are more than 200 fake ac-
crediting agencies with names
resembling those of legitimate
organizations. You can visit the
CHEA at www.chea.org for the
contact information of recog-
nized regional and national ac-
crediting agencies.

B Watch out for schools that
offer to credit your experience.
If offered credit in a field that
counts toward a master’s or doc-
torate degree, or if the school
bases your admission solely
upon review of your résumé, be-
ware. Legitimate colleges will at
least want to see your academic
record, graduate test scores and
grade point average.

W If you're still not sure, make
a two-minute phone call to the
registrar of a legitimate college
or umversnry in your area. Tell
them you're thinking of applying
for a distance learning program
at such-and-such. Ask if their
college would accept those cred-
its.
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Polls: Europe not happy with Bush re-election

BY WILL LESTER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s re-election was viewed
negatively by a majority of people
in several European countries —
including those in Britain, Ameri-
ca’s strongest ally in the war in
Iraq, Associated Press polling
found.

The president was not the only
one viewed unfavorably. Ameri-
cans generally were seen in an un-
favorable light by many in
France, Germany and Spain,
countries not supportive of U.S.
Iraq policies.

Bush pledged soon after his
re-election victory Nov. 2 that he
would work to “deepen our
trans-Atlantic ties with the na-
tions of Europe.” He plans a trip
to Europe in February.

The president, and Americans
generally, have plenty of work to
do to win over Europeans, accord-
ing to international AP-Ipsos
polls.

Polling in the United States as
well as Australia, Britain, Cana-
da, France, Germany, Italy and
Spain was done for the AP by
Ipsos, an international polling
company.

As reflected by his re-election,
a majority in the United States
viewed Bush favorably. Just over
half in this country said they were
hopeful and were not d
ed after Bush’s re-election.

At least seven in 10 in France,
Germany and Spain said they
have an unfavorable view of Presi-
dent Bush. Just over half of the
French and Germans said they
have an unfavorable view of
Americans in general, and about
half of Spaniards felt that way.

Especially inclined to have an
unfavorable opinion of Bush in
those countries were people be-
tween ages 18 and 24. A majority
of all respondents in France, Ger-
many and Spain said they were
disappointed that Bush won a sec-
ond four-year term, defeating
Democrat John Kerry.

The rift with longtime allies
France and Germany is the most

. . Canada 80%
serious in years, and relations )
with Spain are particularly frosty ~ Australia...69
after Prime Minister Jose Luis France

Rodriguez Zapatero withdrew

Rodri Germany...
Spanish troops from Iraq last
ltaly.
“Contrary to what usually hap- Spain ..........

pens just after a victory, George
W. Bush’s re-election hasn't im-
proved his image in European
public opinion,” said Gilles Cor-

Britain.....60

Opinion of Americans

Favorable |able

AP POLL

Views of America, Bush from abroad

Americans fare slightly better than their president in polls conducted
in several countries.

Opinion of President Bush
Percentage |Unfavor-

Favorable |able

Percentage | Unfavor-

US.....57% 42%
18% 64
26 Australia, 40 55
52 France 74
53 Germany 17 78
34 taly.......38 53
49 Spain.. 70
34 Britain 64

NOTE: The pollincluded about 1,000 aduls in each of the countries and was taken
Nov. 19-27; it has a margin of sampling erfor of plus or minus 3 percentage points.

man, director of public affairs for
Ipsos-Inra in Belgium.

'SOURCE: Ipsos-Public Affairs for AP

Honoring overseas troops

AP

President Bush and first lady Laura Bush pose with elves, from left,

Brook Allen and Marco and Milena Spencer Gallisa, before the taping of
the annual Christmas in Washington concert on Sunday. The president
spoke of the many servicemembers far from home during the holiday
season. “These families and the troops they love can be certain that
they have the support and gratitude of our nation.”

NASA chief 0’Keefe resigns

'WASHINGTON — Sean O’Keefe, who has spent
three tumultuous years running the nation’s space
program, resigned Monday.

O’Keefe, 48, is a leading candidate to become
the $500,000-a-year chancellor of Louisiana State
University’s main campus in Baton Rouge. He will
meet Thursday with a search committee seeking
to fill the job, the panel’s chairman, Joel Tohline,
said Sunday.

Glenn Mahone, chief NASA spokesman, said
O’Keefe submitted a resignation letter on Mon-
day to President Bush, who accepted it.

Jurors convict Pelosi of murder

RIVERHEAD, New York — Daniel Pelosi was
convicted of second-degree murder Monday in the
2001 bludgeoning death of a millionaire invest-
ment banker who was beaten as he slept in the bed-
room of his mansion.

Jurors deliberated over three days before decid-
ing on the charges that Pelosi killed Theodore
Ammon at Ammon’s mansion in the Long Island
community of East Hampton. Ammon was beaten
‘more than 30 times on the head with a blunt object.

Challenge filed hours before vote

COLUMBUS — The Ohio delegation to the Elec-
toral College cast its votes for President Bush on
Monday, hours after dissident groups asked the
state Supreme Court to review the outcome of the
state’s presldemlal race.

The 20 electors voted
for Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney.

“The vasl ma]omy of people understand this elec-
tion is over,” said Gov. Bob Taft, who was at the elec-
tors’ voting session in the state Senate chamber.

Man survives 18 hours in ocean

MIAMI — By the time spear fisherman Ignacio
Siberio realized his boat had drifted away in the
chilly waters off the Florida Keys, it was too late to
signal for help.

Instead, the 80-year-old who dives nearly every
weekend called on his instincts, mustering all his
mental and physical strength to move his legs un-
derwater to prevent hypothermia.

Siberio spent more than 18 hours holding on to
the buoy in the cold, rough ocean before he was
found by a relative Sunday, ending an exhaustive
search in the Atlantic.

From The Associated Press
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Golden Globes awards go ‘Sideways’

Road-trip film’s seven
nominations take lead

BY DAVID GERMAIN
The Associated Press

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — The
road-trip flick “Sideways” led Golden
Globe contenders Monday with seven nom-
inations, including best musical or comedy
film, three acting nominations and best di-
rector, while Jamie Foxx scored a record
three nominations.

The Howard Hughes biography “The
Aviator” landed six nominations including
best dramatic feature and best director.

Other best drama nominees were the
caustic sex tale “Closer”; “Finding Never-
land,” the story of “Peter Pan” creator
J.M. Barrie; “Hotel Rwanda,” a tale set
against the genocide in that country; “Kin-
sey,” a film biography of sex researcher Al-
fred Kinsey, and the boxing saga “Million
Dollar Baby.”

Along with “Sideways,” best musical or
comedy nominees were the whimsical ro-
mance “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind”; the animated superhero adventure
“The Incredibles”; “The Phantom of the
Opera,” adapted from the Andrew Lloyd
‘Webber musical, and the Ray Charles film
biography “Ray.”

“Ray” star Foxx was nominated for best
musical or comedy actor for that film, for
supporting actor for “Collateral” as a taxi
driver whose cab is hijacked by a hit man,
and as best actor in a TV movie or miniser-
ies for “Redemption.”

poser Cole Porter in “De-Lovely” and
Kevin Spacey as singer Bobby Darin in
“Beyond the Sea.”

Musical or comedy actress nominees in-
cluded Annette Bening as a London stage
diva in “Being Julia”; Ashley Judd as com-
poser Porter’s wife in “De-Lovely”; and

mmy Rossum as a musical stage ingenue
in “The Phantom of the Opera.”

Other nominees were Kate Winslet as
Carrey’s ex-girlfriend in “Eternal Sun-
shine of the Spotless Mind” and Renee Zell-
weger as the title character in the romantic
sequel “Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea-
son.”

Contenders for best film director includ-
ed Alexander Payne for “Sideways” and
Martin Scorsese for “The Aviator.”

FoX SEARCHLIGHT

Actors Sandra Oh, left, Thomas Haden Church, second from left, Virginia Madsen and
Paul Giamatti, right, appear in a scene from “Sideways.” Madsen received a Golden Globe
nomination for best supporting actress as a deceived lover in the film.

Other stars have received two nomina-
tions in a single year, but Foxx was the
first to receive three.

“The Aviator” star Leonardo DiCaprio
earned a nomination as best dramatic
actor for his role as Hughes. Other nomi-
nees were Javier Bardem as a paralyzed
man seeking the right to die in “The Sea In-
side”; Don Cheadle as a hotel manager
sheltering refugees in “Hotel Rwanda”;
Johnny Depp as playwright Barrie in
“Finding Neverland” and Liam Neeson as
the title character in “Kinsey.”

Dramatic lead actress nominees were
Scarlett Johansson in “A Love Song for
Bobby Long,” playing a teen who finds an

New Year's Eve

Las Vegas Night

Friday, December 31 from 1800 10 0100
in Speakeasy Casino on 4th floor of Fleet Rec

unlikely extended family; Nicole Kidman
as a woman visited by a boy claiming to be
her dead husband in “Birth”; Imelda Staun-
ton as the title character in the abortion
drama “Vera Drake”; Hilary Swank as a
boxer in “Million Dollar Baby” and Uma
Thurman as a vengeful former assassin in
“Kill Bill — Vol. 2.”

Along with Foxx, “Sideways” star Paul
Giamatti was nominated for best actor in a
musical or comedy for his role as a loser in
love on a road trip with a buddy.

Other nominees were Jim Carrey as a
man who pays to have memories of his
ex-girlfriend erased in “Eternal Sunshine
of the Spotless Mind”; Kevin Kline as com-
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The directing Clint
Eastwood for “Million Dollar Baby,” Marc
Forster for “Finding Neverland” and Mike
Nichols for “Closer.”

Eastwood also was nominated for his mu-
sical score on “Million Dollar Baby,” while
his star in that film, Swank, received a sec-
ond nomination for best actress in a TV mi-
niseries or movie for “Iron Jawed Angels.”

Three of the best actress nominees for
TV musical or comedy series were co-stars
of ABC’s smash hit “Desperate House-
wives”: Marcia Cross, Teri Hatcher and Fe-
licity Huffman. The other nominees:
Debra Messing of “Will & Grace” and
Sdrd.h Jessica Parker for “Sex and the
City.”

Best TV drama series picks were “24,”
“Deadwood,” “Lost,” “Nip/Tuck” and
“The Snpranns." Best comedy series nomi-
nees were “Arrested Development,” “Des-
perate Housewives,” “Entourage,” “Sex
and the City” and “Will & Grace.”
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Reteamed Curt Smith and Roland Orzabal of Tears For Fears perform in New

York’s Rockefeller Center on Sept. 25, as part of NBC's “Today” show. The band is

best known for its 1980s hits “Shout” and “Everybody Wants to Rule the World.”

Shouting

match

Years after bitter split, Tears for Fears
duo find a ‘Happy Ending’ together

BY ROSS RATHALA
Knight Ridder Newspapers

urt Smith knew he was ready to leave
Tears for Fears back in 1989, as the
duo was finishing its third album,
“The Seeds of Love.”

“I made the decision before I started the
tour,” Smith said during a phone interview
from his home in Los Angeles. “I left at the
end of it. It was no fun anymore; it had be-
come a tedious experi-
ence.”

Fifteen years later,
Smith has reunited with
Tears for Fears co-
founder Roland Orzabal
for a new record — appro-
priately titled “Everybody
Loves a Happy Ending” —
and tour.

And for Smith, Tears for Fears is fun again.

“Oh, phew, it’s night and day, really,” he
said. “Making this record was an enjoyable
process from start to finish, which is unheard
of for us.”

When Smith and Orzabal formed the group
in the early ’80s, they were drawn together by
a mutual admiration for Arthur Janov’s pri-
mal scream therapy. Their gloomy first
album, 1983’s “The Hurting,” was a hit in
their native England, despite the depressive
nature of the lyrics reflected in song titles
such as “Watch Me Bleed,” “Suffer the Chil-
dren” and “Mad World.”

But by 1985’s “Songs From the Big Chair,”
Smith and Orzabal had lightened up, sort of,
and found a worldwide audience on the
strength of the now-classic singles “Shout”
and “Everybody Wants to Rule the World.”

The newfound fame and fortune turned the
sessions for “The Seeds of Love” into a gruel-
ing marathon that lasted more than two years.

“I thought the production was great,” said

&k We just realized
[not talking] was
Just silly. 9y

Smith. “And there are a couple standout
tracks. But there’s also a lot of filler material
and self-indulgent nonsense.”

After Smith departed the group, Orzabal
kept recording under the Tears for Fears mon-
iker throughout the "90s, to diminishing com-
mercial returns. The duo’s only communica-
tion was through lawyers.

But in 1999, the pair made up over dinner.

“It wasn’t because we were thinking of mak-
ing a record; we just realized [not talking] was
just silly,” Smith said. “We
had such a long history to-
gether, we started out Just
working on our friendship.”

Over the next few years,
the pair continued to talk,
and eventually the conversa-
tion turned to music. They
had already started record-
ing together when a cover
version of the duo’s “Mad World,” performed
by singer/songwriter Gary Jules, became a
surprise hit in 2003 after featuring prominent-
ly in the cult film “Donnie Darko.”

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the duo’s come-
back album picks up, sonically, where “The
Seeds of Love” left off. It's a grand, sweeping
record full of Beatles-esque turns and jazzy
flourishes.

“There are definitely some ties between
them,” Smith said. “I think this is what ‘The
Seeds of Love’ should have been. I think it’s ac-
tually better.”

As for the future, is Tears for Fears’ new
album title, “Everybody Loves a Happy End-
ing,” an epitaph? Smith said the pair have tour
plans through the summer and have contin-
ued to write new music.

“You know, we have a good working rela-
tionship now,” Smit

“But whenever we've made plans in the
past, we've never stuck to them. Who knows
what will happen, but we're enjoying it now.”

Curt Smith

Wyclef Jean launches Haiti effort

Wyclef Jean has launched a nonpolitical humanitarian
effort to help rebuild his native Haiti.

Yele Haiti seeks to use music and community develop-
‘ment as an outreach to the Caribbean country’s youth. The
organization plans to help rebuild schools in slum areas
and hold a free concert in Haiti in the spring.

Jean launched Yele Haiti with a concert Thursday
night. Among those on the arrivals line were Susan Saran-
don, a member of a task force that is assisting the former
Fugees rapper, and her partner, Tim Robbins.

“The objective of Yele Haiti is to restore pride and a rea-
son to hope, and for the whole country to regain the deep
spirit and strength that is part of our heritage,” Jean says
on the Yele Haiti Web site.

Jean’s 1997 solo hit, “We Trying to Stay Alive,” re-
worked the Bee Gees disco classic into an anthem of Hai-
tian slums.

Pepper: Earnhardt role had to be true

While portraying baseball great Roger Maris, actor
Barry Pepper learned the importance of capturing the
character. Anything short of authentic doesn’t sit very
well with fans.

So when it came to portraying Dale Earnhardt, perhaps
the most revered man in NASCAR history, Pepper knew

he had his work cut out for him.

“[Earnhardl] is an American legend, and that is always
thin ice,” Pepper said. “And the similarities between Earn-
hardt and Maris ... they had
extraordinary fan bases.
You knew you were dealing
with a very fervent opinion
of who the man was, so if
you strayed too far from
that or didn’t do your home-
work, you were going to
hear about it.”

Pepper, nominated for
an Emmy for his portrayal
of Maris in the TV movie
“61,” plays Earnhardt from
ages 16 to 49 in the ESPN
biopic “3,” directed by Rus-
sell Mulcahy.

When he arrived in North
Carolina, where filming
took place in the Charlotte
area and Earnhardt’s home-
town of Kannapolis, fans
made it clear they wanted
Pepper to get it right.

‘The movie doesn’t show the 2001 crash that killed Earn-
hardt on the final lap of the Daytona 500 — Pepper said it
‘would have been inappropriate. And the film was made

Barry Pepper as NASCAR
driver Dale Earnhardt

without the cooperation of Earnhardt’s widow, Teresa,
who had early discussions with the network but didn’t
reach an agreement.

Poker players go for beauty

Pamela Anderson wins with a full house.

In an online survey conducted by EmpirePoker.com, 42
percent of the Web site’s VIPs select-
ed model-actress Anderson as the ce-
lebrity they would most like to play
against.

“Our players clearly think Pamela
Anderson isn’t too bright or maybe
they just want to ogle her,” said Ron
Burke, EmpirePoker.com’s market-
ing manager.

Dennis Rodman was a distant sec-
ond with 24 percent, James Woods
shuffled 13 percent, Dave Navarro
was picked by 10 percent, skateboard-
er Tony Hawk and Matt Damon each
drew 3 percent, Donald Trump was selected by 2 percent
and 1 percent said Ben Affleck.

Hank Azaria, Michael Ian Black, Ron Artest, Clay
Aiken and Teri Hatcher also picked up votes.

When asked which celebrity would be most likely to
cheat at poker, 37 percent of those surveyed chose Affleck.

Stories and photos from wire services

"~ Anderson
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MOVIES ® SPORTS
[ oPM 630 | 7PM | 730 | 8P | 830 | SPW | 930 | ioPw | 1030 | 1iPm
eEsPNews Pacific Report  [The Parkers Develop- [The 4400 “Piot” Mysteries and strange happenings abound after 4,400 alen ab- |Pacific Report | The Tonight Show (CC) Late Show (CC)
6 |AFN-P chance at a schol- [ment Road vage ductees are suddenly retumed to Earth. (CC)
larship. (CC) grips Lucille. (CC)
7 | AFN-ATL (5:46) Oprah Win- (:35) Guiding Light (CC) (:17) General Hos- [Headline News  [Judge Judy (CC) [Today (CC) [The Sylvester &  [Buzz Lightyear of
FATL [irey (CC) ital (CC) Tweety Mysteries |Star Command
8 | NEWs [Fardoall With Chiis Watihews [The O'Reilly Factor (CC) FOX News (CC) [Foxand Friends Fox and Friends [American Worning
9 | SPORTS [¢(5:00) College Basketballlinois- [#SportsCenter [eNBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Phiadelphia 76ers. From the Wachovia Center in Phiadelphia. |#SportsCenter [ONFLs Greatest
Chicago at Duke. (Taped) (Taped) (Game:
[The Simpsons _|Everybody Loves |The Amazing Race (CC) [Andromeda “In Heaven Now Are Three"[Discovery Special: Miami SWAT Friends Personal |Seinfeld Jerry has [The Daily Show |Blind Date (CC)
10 | SPEC [Marge is mugged. [Raymond A family Beka hoads up  mission to recover a | Teams Proies law enforcement off | clash. (CC) |designs on toys.  |(CC)
(cc) portrait (CC) mythical engine. (CC) cals (cc)
AFNFAM [SpongeBob___|Rugrats (CC) __|Even Stevens _Kenan & Kel __|Gilmore Girls (CC) [Degrassi: Next__|Degras: [The Cosby Show_|Home Improve. _[Touched by an Angel “Sandcaslles”
AFNIOV [Atiractions Ent. Tonight % "The Princess Diaries” (2001) Julie Andrevws, Anne Famaway. (:09) %% % “Austin Poviers: The Spy Who Shagged Me” (1939, Comedy) | %%+ "The Cable Guy” (199]
(05) # % # “Another Stakeout" (1993, Comedy) Aichard Dreyfuss, Emilo Es- | & “The Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys” (2002, Drama) |(:45) # * “Party Nonster” (2003, Biography) Macaulay CUkin, Seh Green, | % “Kicking and
14 TMC: (ez,Rose O'Domna. An asstantdstit aomey o an undecoverpto. - [Kitan Cln anaVilone, Premir,Stdenspo agantCios Savigy. Premirs, ruggecau o promoerMicheel Al s adeler. - Screaming” (1995)
PG-13'(CC)  nun who seized thei comic book ‘R (CC R (CC) R (CC)
ragon Tales ‘Just [Zoom Salt dough | The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer (N) _|National Geographic ‘Inside Special |Great Performances “Eric Claplon: Crossroads Guitar Festval” Erc Clapton and |Charlie Rose Mary-Louise Parker. (N)
24| PBS firlawrsaie ooy bt €) CO) Forces” (CC) others perform at a three-day festivl. (N) (CC) (cc)
kaHand” __|(CC) (DVS
G0+ 7he () Ame SHO Wy e nVerse () 3 “The Funlc” (2005 SusponseyTorvy oo~ [UFF "Corl Fuffaces s rsrance | & &4 My Party" (100, Comedy Dramal 7 A, GrgonyHarison,
25 | SHOW [Devi (1989 PG- N) |Jones, Benicio Del Toro, Connie Nielsen. A retred combat |hearing. (CC) Lee Grant. Premiere. An architect with AIDS decides to end his own lfe. R’ (CC)
[ainer tracks a ke in Oregon. R’ (CC)
l_ty Confidential ‘Park Cily" A gay ican Justice The Hilside Stan- [American Justice “Serial Wie” Fus- _[Biography “Scoll Peterson” Scott Peter-| Biography “JeopardyJeopardyl” (N) _|Crossing Jordan ‘Payback” Defective
27 | A&E s shot dead a mining town. (CC] lglers" Possibe ks (CC) oands die under mysterious circum- (CC) cO) oyt faces murder charges when a sus-
stances. (N) (( pect dies in custody. (CC)
[To Be Announced [To Be Announced To Be Announced [To Be Announced [To Be Announced To Be Announced
28| DISC
29| TFC_|Wez2 Up Wazz Up [Star Circle Quest. [Yes,Ves Shaw (0%) Insider _[Special Assignment Kumikitang Star |(:40) Masayang Tanghali Bayan
Ayan
30 | CNN- |F King Live (GC) [CNNIWorld News |'World Sport _[Business International AsiaTonight _[Biz Asia [CNNIWorld News |World Report _|Biz Asia ‘Eusiness Tnterna-
31| GOLF |"European PGA Golf durhil championstip — Final Round. From Malelane, South Afica. sGolf el [§Gofl Contal eGoIfChannel [¥Gol Conral (oGt forthe Crd:nsid he
tionwide Tou
(Clean Sweep ‘Handbag Hel” Cluier _[Ina Fix Now and Zen' A widowed [ Wlostly True Storfes: Urban Legends _|In a Fix ‘Beachiront Basi” Adding Iving [Amazing Medical Stories “Second [ Mostly True ST Tegends
32| TLC [overwnelms home offce and master | mothers home is a gutted shell.(CC) [Revealed “High Calber Fuse' Plans go [space in a garage. (N) Chances Woman sufeting choric  Revesled tigh Clber Fus” Plns g0
bedroom. (CC) [awry for a man near death. ry for a man near death.
[Samurai Jack  [Dexter's Laborato-| Codename: Kids [Justice League [Powerpuf Girls! |Cartoon Cartoon Cartoon shoris. _[Looney Tunes |1 AmWeasel |Sheep in the Big eectve Squad
34 | TOON ry Next Door City
[The Crocodile Hunter Diaries “Wiid _|Most Exireme: Strength A Ist of stong| The Jeff Corwin Experience Jef ies[Animal Face-Off “Lion v. Croc' The | Aimal Cops Defroit ‘Cold as lce” Ror-| The Jeff Corwin Experience Jef ies
35 | ANPL [About Harry" The world's most ven-  [animals includes the gorilla and the  [to help replenish dwindling supplies of ~ [lion is born to hunt and fight. (CC) Itweiler left out in frigid temperatures;  [to help replenish dwindiing supplies of
Jomous snake bites Harry. (CC) | Afican crowned eagle. anti-venom. (CC) anti-venom. (CC)
100 Greatest Stand-Ups (Part 3 of 3) | The Daily Show _[Mad TV Andy Dick, Ryan Seacrest, Su- |Crank Yankers Viu-{Reno 9111 Jones [South Park Sian |South Park The _|Drawn Together | The Daily Show [South Park The
36 | com |icc) Brian Williams.  |pergrass. (CC) ITang Clan, Dave ~ [becomes a cross-  |falls for substitute |girls try to impress  |Clara’s relative vis- |Christopher Igirs try to impress
(Chappelle. ing guard. (CC)_|teacher. (CC) _|their idol . (N) (CC) Hitchens. (N) (CC) [thei idol
Extreme Latitude [Young Hot gl i Dogs With Jobs _ [Insects From Hell [eThai Boxing: A Fighting Chance [Return to Titanic Investigating the on- |Inside Mecca Three pilgrims as they
40 | NGC-A [Brazfs Serado  |Shols Gz Lu- |Paradores” (The Btvops " e, Yeln & i Sings and Cians” lgoing destruction and decay of te icon- embark on their ourney to Mecca, Sau-
Mar. no Huck snake. Jgenus of snates. lot” Scorpions. st blor 13 0o froer. i Arabia for the Hjin 2003
42 | SPIKE |Wor@s Widest Police ideos (CC) _[CS: Crme Scene Invetigation Tden- CS': Crme Scene Invstigation Tre [ The Ciub i e Figh Foad (N % “Born on the Fourth of July” (1969, Drama) Tom Cruise. Premiere. An
ity Grisis” (CC) Fmgev‘ (€C) idealistic Marine returns from Vietnam as a paraplegic. (CC)
[Remington Steele (CC) St. Elsewhere (CC) 705 Show__[Quintuplets Caral [Nanny 911 “The Priore Famiy” Nanny | The Fox Report With Shepard Smith | The Bob Newhart | The Bob Newhart
43| FOX Suvpnse Suprseoefinds Parers Sl s Gspttd o hp a famiy i CC) [Show Bob frets ~ (Show
jirlfriend. (N) (CC) |5 children. (N) (CC) about a cruise.
44| BET |106 & ParkViorid AIDS Day 2004 Healh pofessionals ds- Rccess Granted The Parkers (CC) Cinands (CC) _[Coming to the Stage [Club Comic View Jonn Henon; Eric _|BET Nightly News | Walking on Sun-
cuss HIVIAIDS in the blac communiy. (Live) e Game’ () Schwarz (cC) shine (N)
[NYPD Blue “Jackass’ A boy is the main | Cops Miam unit Cops Wiami off- | The Investigators “Sin of the Fainer|Forensic Files _|Psychic Detec- [ The Invesfigators ‘A Periec Murder? |Caught Hidden [ Masterminds
46 | COURT [suspect when his mother's abusive  |protects narcotics |cers arrestaman  [Veteren murders his family. tives (N) Prominent cilizen charged with wife's |cameras capture
ooyriend is murdered. (CC) informant, (CC) _for looting. (CC) murder. crimes.
[The Simpsons | The Drew Carey _[Star News Focus [Friends (CC) [Ed (CC) Philly [Third Watch (GC) Friends (CC) [E4 (CC)
48 |STRWLD|(CC) [Show (CC) |Asia
[The Golden Girs_|The Golden Girls |"A Holiday fo Remember” (1995, Drama) Connie Sellecca, Randy Travis, Rue | “On the 2nd Day of Christmas” (1997, Comedy-Drama) Mary Stuart Mas-_|The Nanny Fran _[The Golden Girls
50 | LIFE |72 Hours" Rose is [Dorothy has a new |McCianahan. A divorced psychologistis reurited with  former fiance. (CC)  [terson, Lauren Prat, Mark Ruffalo. A woman and her niece are caught stealing onfsets sail or love on [Blanche throws a
tested for AIDS. _|beau. Chrisimas Eve. ( cruise. (CC) | men-only party
h Heeven The (Camdens discover the [Frosty's Winter  ['Twas the Night [ “Blizzard” (2003, Fantasy) Brenda Blethyn, Christopher Plummer, Kevin Pol-[Whose Line Is It [Whose Line Is It [The 700 Club Author Nick than\wdes
51 |ABCFAM [Ch itinlove, famiy and giv- Wonderland [Before Christmas [iak. Premiere. One of Santa's reindeer teaches a girlabout friendship. (CC) ~ |Anyway? (CC) ~|Anyway? “Sound |("My Big Fat Greek Diet). (CC)
PP fects (CC)
Tales of the Gun “Guns of Winchester’ |Moden Marvels “Super Guns’ Guns _|Modern Marvels “Washington Monu- _|Full Throttle Teams tackle an EI Band of Brothers After taking Bastogne, Belgium, the com- |(:25) Mail Call
53 | HIST |The preferred rifle of the American set- |that push the limit of firearm technology. |ment" The Washington Monument. (N)  |Camino and a Ranchero, the first sport |pany moves on to the town of Foy, where many lives are lost [(CC)
Jter was the Wincheste. co) (cC) uiity vehicles. asa vesuu o! Lt Dike's incompetence. (CC)
(5:45) “Tooth” (:20) “Special Forces” (2003, Action) Marshall R. Teague, [ “In Hell” (2003, Action) Jean-Claude Van D: ) % * “Long Time Dead” (2001, Horror) Lara Belmont,
57 | STRAV m Aneh, N Danker Ay persomnlsearh for a lar - |Lawrence Ty, Namie Alon. Prison nmates fht ot i lrie GutardgeLukas Hoss. Studets use a Qi bsrd
nolding a hostage. [wrden's amusement. release a terfying genie
(5:30) Grand [oLost Yerupaja - Amny Year Dream [eAdventure Planet[into the Danger Zone "The Adventur- ] Grand Canyon .mnn “Wesley Powell and[Next Wave Tracking[eAdventure Planet|
58 | ADV 1 [Canyon ers” A ip to Mount Etna, Europe's most | crew of nine explore the Green and - (deadly snakes.
actve volcano. |Colorado Rivers in May of 1869
[The Real World | The Real World | The Real World _|Fight for Your _[Hard Rock Live _[Boiling Points _|True Life I Live o Mide" Aspiing stunt |Pimp My Ride _|Viva La Bam _[Bolling Points _|Boiling Points
59 | MTV [Phiadeiphi® (CC) |Phizdelphia’ (CC) |Flaunting rater- _[Rights Swichfoot. (N) motorcycists.
nization rles. (CC)
[Juice [Juice “The Wiid _|Juice “CalDog/The [Juice ‘As Toid By _[Scaredy [SpongeBob [l That Even Stevens | The Brothers Gar- |Cousin Skeeter |Figure 1OUt | Legends of the
60 | NICK [RugratsiSponge- [Thomberrys’  |Angry Beavers™ ~ [Ginger” Soltary night game [ SquarePants (CC) (cc) cia (CC) (cc) Hidden Temple
Bob SaquarePants” at lake.

Afternoos
12:30 CSl: Crime Scene Investigation (12)
1:30 U.S. Movie (1996): Matilda (2:00)(12)
5:50 News (6)
Evenin,
7:00 NHK News (1)
725 simele Rules 3)
10:00 News (1
16:00 America's Top 40 42)
1:30 A Road to World Cup Volleyball (6)
3:00 TV Series: Bull (6)

JAPAN TV-BS7

Morning

9:15 World News Hour

10:10 BS World Documentary: Hana's Suit-
case (r)

7:00 Emperor's Cup Soccer Champlonship:
a F. Marinos vs. Thespa Kusat-

9115 Asian News
10:10 Economic News

Urawa Reds vs. Shonan Bellmar

e
1:15 NBA: Denver Nuggets vs. Philadelphia
Teers

3:20 Asian News
4:15 Asian News
5:15 World News Hour

cer Champions|

JAPAN TV-BS11

Morning
10:00 Classical Music: Nikolai Lugansky
Piano Recital (r)

Evening

7:00 NHK News

800 TV Dramas The Snow Queen (2/2)
10:00 TV Series: Ali

12:00 US. Movie (1971 Duel 1
1:31 U.S. Movie (1985): White mgms (2:19)

Morning

7:30 Oswald No. 6

800 US. Movie (1956): The Man Who Knew
Too Much (2:05)

10:20

0 S Movie (2002): The Scorpion King
1)

fterr
12:00 TV Series: Third Watch
L00gritsh-U.S. Movie 200): Dstintanian

225 Making of 12 Monkeys™
ing

E0US: Movie (1956): Giant (326)

10:00 French Movie (2001): Chaos (1:50)

2:05 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: Latvia vs. Ger-
man (v

4:05 U.S. Movie (2002): Red Skies (1:25)
it

6:00 Wake

oM Sisc ucsday

11:00 Top Choice
Afternoon

:00 YATAI
1:00 Pimp My Ride

130 YATAI presents: FEATALPARTY
1
zum Vg the

4 OﬂAH(he‘B;stsulNMTngOM The Osbournes
5:00 All ine Best of MTV 2004: Artist Special
— Chemistry

S0 Al iha et m MT\/ tistSpecial: Beast
e Boys & Gre

101 ﬂOMakmglheVldeu JaRule

0 Chec he fhym
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps p i o oroa
AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Today Thursday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 40731 41121
osuka 931am. 739pm 1020am 921 pm Amix of rain |Periods of
Sasebo 1249pm. none 1z19am  147pm. witha bitof |clouds and
rea sunshine
Cheju Island/Sogwip'o 1239 am. 130 pm.  127am. 210 pm
Kunsan 534am 613pm  625am  702pm
Okinawa, Naha _ 10:04am. 906pm.  1056am. 1000 pm. | [SHANGHAL TOKYO
Guam, Apra Harbor %19 am. 901pm. 1213pm. 957pm. | |pogon Trursday Tok .
Mainland Japan LowTide o o 7 55148 50139
Yokosuka 225am. 247pm.  317am. 407pm fostly sunny | Pleasant, Clouds and Times of
505 am 701am  801pm | |andnice |partly sunny sunshine  |clouds and
Korea sun
Chaju IslandSogwip'o 7:45am. &59pm.  B20am. 939 pm
N n 216am 1217pm  103am  103pm
Okinawa, Naha 316am 325pm  406am  421pm SOUTERN TAPAN—|
Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 3:48am. 430pm.  4@0am. 535pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
© Fortides at other stes apply minutes below to Naha tides: o Thursday
an: -39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tid: .
Unten Ko: 7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low China Mostly sunny | Sunny to
and pleasant partly cloudy
Thursday
Totwan 76167 7567 and nice
alwai Sunnyand  [Sunny
pleasant  |intervals
BANGKOK Trursday
Today Thursday 71163
8870 89171 Pleasant with Sia
Pleasant, | Sunny and GUAM \
mostly sunny | warmer Philppines Today Thursday
84175 85177
7 \ Ciouds and | Party sumy | @
° sunshine and humid
Thursday o] @ A/ AN
85/68 Gfo
Humid with
rain T.S.TALAS
20 mph
SINGAPORE s
8677
A
thunderstorm | tstorms
ortwo %
S .
o QQ As of 7 a.m. Tuesday Tokyo time
- =

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Friday: Mostly sunny, Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-  Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-  Friday: Showers, Friday: Partly sunny,
high 51, low 40. shine, high 76, low 68. shine, high 44, low 29. high 84, low 69. high 86, low 78.
Saturday: Showers, Saturday: Periods of clouds and ~ Saturday: Periods of clouds and  Saturday: Periods of clouds and ~ Saturday: Periods of clouds and
high 57, low 50. sunshine, sunshine, sunshine, sunshine,

high 77, low 66. high 41, low 20, high 85, low 70 high 87, low 76.

U.S. Extended Forecast

Another unseasonably cold day is in

Monday’s USA Temperatures Wednesday, December 15

ciry HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
store for much of the East
Albuquerque  51/29  Los Angeles  68/52
Amarillo 4319 Little Rock 4122 Wednesday despite some sunshine.
Anchorage 3322 Louisville 3924 A fow additional lake-effect flurries
‘Asheville 48121 Miami 74156 will occur during the morning hours
Baltimore 48131 Milwaukee 32117 along the eastern shores of Lake Erie
Birmingham 54123 Nashville 44123 and Lake Ontario. With a large area
Bismarck 32/6  New York 48132 of high pressure positioned over the
Boise 33’23 8’"6“ 32“3 Mississippi Valley, dry conditions will
Boston 41129 Orando To49 avsas vy stretch from the East Coast to the
p Golis RaLEiGH Plains. In the southern Plains, a
Buffalo 34123 Phoenix 78/52 th 3
Burlington 3718 Pitisburgh 33124 Tpris N7 southerly flow will result in milder
Charleston, SC  68/31  Portland, OR 54/46 OKLAHOMA CITY /44728 temperatures. Some clouds will filter
Charlotte 59/26  Portland, ME  42/26 030 into the Southwest as a cold front
Cleveland 33/23  SaltLake City  51/30 o crosses the Rockies. This front will
Columbus, OH 3424 St. L 3814 i
Buh 00 Senameno  aoiss NEonLEAns {rigger a bit of snow over the northern
B so58  Son bioge o724 5335 Rockies with flurries occurring over
Hartford 47129 San Juan 87174 e 59 Mooy the rest of the mountains.
Helena 32119 Tampa 75/50 Q sz
Indianapolis 32020 Tulsa 50/18 O
Jacksonville 72137 Washington 50/30 *
Kansas City 36/13  Wichita 46/17 [SHOWERS]

Wednesday’s Pacific Temperatures

Wednesday’s World Temperatures

oy HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW oy HGHILOW  CITY HGHILOW  CITY HGHILOW  CITY HIGHILOW,
Bangkok 88/70 Iwakuni 63/50 Sasebo NB 63/51 Acapulco 90/71  Budapest 39/31  Kabul 53/30  Nairobi 77152
Beijing 43121 Kadena AB 76/67  Sapporo 40/31 Athens 48/36  Buenos Aires  82/63  Kiev 23/19  New Delhi 82/53
Camp Casey 46/28  Kunsan AB 53/38  Seoul 45/27 Auckland 66/57  Cairo 58/39  Kuwait 63/39  Oslo 40131
Christchurch 66/41 Kwajalein 84/74 Shanghai 66/50 Baghdad 56/33 Cancun 69/56  London 51/44  Paris 45/39
Diego Garcia 87/78 Manila 86/69 Singapore 86/77 Barbados 86/70 Cape Town 75/57  Madrid 52/39  Rio de Janeiro 75/66
Hagatna 84175 Misawa AB 44/32 Sydney 73/55 Barcelona 52/42  Geneva 43/38  Mexico City ~ 59/39 Rome 55/42
Hanoi 75/63 san 48/30 Taegu 55/37 Berlin 44/37  Istanbul 38/28 Montreal 21/20 St Petersburg 36/30
Hong Kong 71/63  Perth 92/69  Taipei 76/63 Bermuda 70/53  Jerusalem 52/41 Mogadishu  85/70  Stockholm 43/31
Honolulu 82/67 Pusan 58/44 Tokyo 55/48 Brussels 44/38  Johannesburg 83/55 Moscow 18/14  Warsaw 39/33

Advertise your car, fruck, moforeycle,
boat, or bicycle in Stipes free!

ge! Or Your Hometown Newsy

Up 1o 7 lines of copy for 21doys - free!
‘Call Classifed today ot 2293276
or e-mail us o classifieds@psiipes.osd.mil.
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Missing bells found

SEATTLE — A hand-

bell hobbyist in
Texas helped crack the
case of the stolen church
chimes, leading police to a
trio of young men suspected
of pawning about $20,000
worth of the gleaming
bronze instruments.

Six of eight cases of
Schulmerich  handbells
and Malmark hand
chimes stolen from
Alderwood Community Church in
Lynnwood, Wash., were sold by
local pawnshops through eBay to
buyers as far away as Pennsylva-
nia for a combined $4,129.

A 2l-year-old Everett, Wash.,
man — a former church member
— was arrested, and police expect
to arrest other suspects.

The church didn’t discover its
collection of nearly 100 bells and
chimes was missing until Labor
Day weekend because its bell
choir took a summer hiatus.

-

Reporter claims assault

BURLINGTON — A devel-

oper was charged with
threatening and assaulting a news-
paper reporter who wrote a story
about a proposed private club in
Burlington.

James Moffat, a reporter for the
Times-News of Burlington, said
Ernie Koury Jr., 50, confronted
him before a meeting of the Burl-
ington City Council. Koury alleged-
ly grabbed Moffat by the throat
and shirt collar, shook him and
threatened to kill him if he wrote
another article about the club like
one Moffat had written earlier.

The story, written in November,
quoted a planning and zoning com-
missioner who questioned what
kind of business the club would be.
Koury’s attorney assured the com-
missioner that “nothing illegal”
would take place.

Koury was charged with commu-
nicating threats and simple as-
sault. The newspaper asked Moffat
to file the charges.

High-tech i

ROUNDUP

ing an El Paso couple fell off the
trailer and landed upside down on
Interstate 10 during the emergen-
cy landing 19 miles east of El Paso,
Torres said.

FAA investigators were review-
ing the incident.

ing teacher fired

CONCORD — An uncerti-

fied high school driving in-
structor previously convicted of
drunken driving was arrested after
his vehicle ran off the road as he
was headed to teach a driving
class, officials said.

Arthur Desmeules, 66, faces sev-
eral charges stemming from the
Nov. 22 incident, including drunk-

iving. The Nashua School Dis-
trict fired him last week.

He had taught driving to stu-
dents in the district for 35 years.

Not a hate crime

CLEARWATER — A white

man accused of draping a
noose around the shoulders of a
black teenager was convicted of
misdemeanor battery. The jury de-
clined to return a felony verdict
that would have labeled the of-
fense a hate crime.

Circuit Judge Tim Peters, how-
ever, surprised the courtroom by
sending Louis J. Giannola IV, 20,
to jail pending his Jan. 10 sentenc-
ing. He had been free on bond, and

ST. PAUL— Minnesota

has begun issuing a
first-of-its-kind driver’s license de-
signed to thwart counterfeiters —
an issue that has taken on greater
urgency since the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks.

The licenses have a security fea-
ture in which a reflective image ap-
pears to float above and below the
card when the license is tilted. The
licenses will have a distinctively
Minnesota flavor: The floating im-
ages will be of loons, an enduring
symbol of the state.

Minnesota is the first state to use
the technology, developed by Ma-
plewood-based 3M Co. The technol-
ogy has been around about a year
and has only been used on Austra-
lian passports.

Surprise landing

FABENS — A small plane

that had lost power briefly
landed atop an 18-wheeler before
crashing onto the highway, authori-
ties said. The two people aboard
the plane came out unscathed, and
the truck driver never heard a

thing.

“Nothing happened to the truck,
except for a couple of skid marks
up top,” said Trooper Lucila
Torres, a spokeswoman for the
Texas Department of Public Safe-

ty.
The single-engine plane carry-

a usually carries

Look out below

Mike Bishop rappels from the top
of the McLennan County Court
House in Waco, Texas, while
changing some of the 1,200 bulbs
that line the exterior.

only probation for a
defendant with no
V' prior record.
¥ Giannola was ac-
cused of draping a
noose around the neck of
Dionte Hall, 15, in Janu-
ary at a Wendy’s restau-
rant in Largo, west of
Tampa. He claimed he did
s0 because another youngsler
whose father is black, bet hi
$10 he wouldn’t do it.

Y u: :

High salaries

m OAKLAND — More
than 800 people who work
for the financially strapped city of

Oakland made at least $100,000 in
the last fiscal year, according to
records released following a court
order obtained by a newspaper.

he total represents about 18
percent of the city’s work force of
about 4,500 from July 2003
through  July  2004.  About
three-quarters of the employees
were in the police and fire depart-
ments.

Oakland is facing a projected def-
icit of more than $45 million over
the next two years that threatens
basic city services. The deficit is
partly due to pay raises and im-
proved benefits approved during
the economic boom of the 1990s.

About two-thirds of the top earn-
ers had salaries set under
$100,000, but earned more due to
extras, such as overtime. One po-
lice officer made $177,311 during
the period, although his base sala-
ry was $73,188, according to the
records.

Prescription savings

PORTLAND — A program

that encourages city em-
ployees to order prescription
drugs from Canada is saving the
city and its workers tens of thou-
sand of dollars, city officials said.
Savings thmugh the Portland
Meds program are on track to top
$100,000 during the current fiscal
year, which ends June 30. The pro-
gram was launched last July.

Deer-vehicle crashes up

FORT WAYNE — More

than 14,000 deer-vehicle
crashes were reported in the state
last year, and the frequency of the
crashes is increasing, says the Indi-
ana Department of Natural Re-
sources. Deer researcher Lance
McNew says there were 20 per-
cent more crashes last year than in
2000.

Crowded cemeteries

QUECHEE When

Lawrence Hudson Jr. dies,
he expects to be buried in the plot
his great-grandmother bought 80
years ago, near where his father,
Lawrence Hudson Sr., was buried
in June.

It helps that Hudson is following
in his father’s and grandfather’s
footsteps around the Hilltop Ceme-
tery, caring for the same plots tend-
ed by the two previous Hudsons
who served as sexton.

There’s space for him in the fam-
ily plot, Hudson said.

Others might not be as fortunate.

Quechee’s is among a number of
cemeteries in Vermont and New
Hampshire that have run out of
TOOM t0 grow.

The cost of adding land to exist-
ing cemeteries has risen greatly,
just as year-round population
growth and the desire of some va-
cation home owners to be buried in
the hills have increased demand.

Balloonists from the Southwes
Smith Park.

NS ety 3

3 3 iaQi Nick Harberts of Worthington
Something is missing ... Jieabers of e
2005 Arctic Cat Firecat during Winterfest in Luverne, Minn. From snow-
mobiling on alfalfa to strapping on cross-country skis with wheels, Minne-
sotans are finding ways of coping with a frustrating lack of snow.

P

Santa is lifted onto an old B-47 at the
former Plattshurgh (N.Y.) Air Force Base
by workers from the Plattsburgh Airbase Redevelopment Corp. Santa has

Ride ’em Santa

ridden the bomber for 30 years.
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Swoosh!

Kane Lasky, of Boise, Idaho, skis
down to the base of Bogus Basin
Ski Resort's Deer Point lift on the
first day of skiing at the resort
outside of Boise.

A cow moose gets a

Got something on your nose —5cowmeose soe
while feeding in a field near West Yellowstone, Mont.

3 Rabbi Yacov Borenstein, left, and local businessman Stephen Aronson light
Let there be Tight e menorah st the nersection of Min and Market strets in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., on the start of Hanukkah.

Man convicted of murder

GERING — A man who ab-

ducted, assaulted and
Killed a 15-year-old newspaper car-
rier in western Nebraska was con-
victed of first-degree murder.

Jeffrey Hessler, 26, was found
guilty in the February 2003 death
of Heather Guerrero, who was kid-
napped blocks from her home. Her
body was found the next day by
two family members at an aban-
doned house about 12 miles away.

The prosecutor, Doug Warner,
said a neighbor’s report of hearing
ascream and seconds later a speed-
ing car were proof Guerrero was
“surprised, overpowered and
taken against her will.”

Defense lawyer Jim Mowbray
said Hessler “didn’t mean for it to
happen” and had not planned to
kill Guerrero. Mowbray main-
tained that Hessler should have
been charged with second-degree
murder.

Steer escapes death

CALEDONIA — After four
days on the lam, a wayward
steer that had been spotted on
front yards and near a golf course
found its way back to its own barn
and avoided a possible death penal-

Police had standing orders to
shoot the 700-pound animal be-
cause of the danger it could pose if
it strayed into traffic on nearby
state Highway 38.

Kelly Welter and her children
joined the search with her
17-year-old nephew, who owns the
animal and plans to show it at the
Racine County Fair next year,
after the steer broke through an
electric fence and a stock gate.

us fires continue

WASHINGTON — A serial

arsonist who authorities be-
lieve started more than 40 fires
struck again, investigators said.

The latest fire, which broke out
at 5 a.m. on the exterior of a house
in Northeast Washington, is the
46th case in the region to come
under the jurisdiction of the Arson
Task Force.

“Investigators are pretty confi-
dent that this is part of our serial ar-
" said Kelly Long, task force
spokeswoman and agent with the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives.

Long said investigators believe
the latest fire is linked to the others
based on general characteristics.

Decorations troubling
SCOTTSDALE — The boo
birds said Chris Birkett’s

Halloween display was too scary,

and now he’s in trouble with the

law.

Birkett, who stages elaborate holi-
day displays at his home, was
charged with disorderly conduct fol-
lowing an Oct. 30 police report over
his Halloween display, police said.

Birkett’s neighbor told police
she has small children who were
frightened and couldn't sleep be-
cause of the ghostly sounds.

Officers attested that they could
hear the noise from the neighbor’s
home and submitted their report to
prosecutors, police ~spokesman
Sam Bailey said.

Another neighbor called police
recently about Birkett’s winter dis-
play. That nelghbor

and debris left by sightseers.
Police said Birkett faces a $2,500

fine and six months in jail if con-

victed of disorderly conduct.

Landlord convicted

NY NEW YORK — A landlord

was found guilty of hiring
hit men to force two brothers out of
a rent-controlled apartment last
year.

Juan Basagoitia, 50, was ac-
cused of paying two tenants in the
building $2,500 to beat the broth-
ers and attack them with a knife in
March. He allegedly wanted to
oust the victims from their
three-bedroom, $400-a-month
apartment in the Elmhurst section
of New York’s Queens borough so
he could raise the rent to $1,500.

The brothers, William and
David Lavery, suffered disfiguring
injuries in the attack but survived.

Basagoitia could face up to life
in prison when sentenced in Janu-
ary. His lawyer, Stewart Orden,
said his client hired the attackers
to scare the brothers, not to hurt
them, and that the plan spiraled
out of control.

Hospital wristhand safety

TAMPA A hospital chain
taping over patients’
Lweqtmng wristbands because
they are yellow — the same color
as the “do not resuscitate” bands it
puts on patients who do not want to
be saved if their heart stops.
No mix-ups have been reported,
but BayCare Health Systems offi-
cials do not want to take any chanc-

es.

The popular LiveStrong rubber
bracelets are sold_through the
Lance Armstrong Foundation as
part of the champion bicycle rac-
er’s efforts to raise money for can-
cer research.

Gun applications down

KANSAS CITY — Not as

many Missourians as ex-
pected have applied to carry a con-
cealed gun. Officials had expected
as many as 60,000 applications in
the first year, but county sheriffs
have requested only 13,748 back-
ground checks through November.
The permits became available in
March.

Graffiti gets political

SAN FRANCISCO — San

Francisco Board of Supervi-
sors President Matt Gonzalez, who
has thumbed his nose at the estab-
lishment before, let a graffiti artist
spray paint his City Hall office
walls with the bright orange mes-
sage: “SMASH THE STATE.”

There is irony. There is art ap-
preciation. There are raised eye-
brows.

Gongzalez, who has hosted month-
ly art installations in his office by
unknown and known artists for the
last four years, offered up this graf-
fiti for one of his last exhibits be-
fore he exits City Hall on Jan. 8.
Gonzalez did not seek re-election.

The timing and placement of the
artwork are interesting, seeing
how City Hall is a registered histor-
ical landmark, and you need ap-
proval just to hang a bulletin board
— and seeing how Mayor Gavin
Newsum, Gonzalez's rival in the
mayor’s race last year, has been is-
suing strict edicts about the city’s
and public’s il to clean

about the noise from crews work-
ing to put up the display and traffic

up graffiti vandalism.
Stories and photos from wire services
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Helping troops ample reward

An open letter to U.S. troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan:

Hi it's me, the air-conditioner lady from
Delaware. Some of you know me from
‘www.operationac.com for getting air con-
ditioners to Iraq during Operation Iraqi
Freedom 1 when my son, Sgt. Chris Tom-
linson, was with the 300th MP Company.
Well, I'm still here, about 8,000 air condi-
tioners later and now we are shipping you
heaters; we've gotten about 10,000 of those
to you. We just sent the U.S. Marines about
$50,000 worth of stuff and in all we've sent
about 800 full-sized Christmas trees with
the lights on them to those of you who
found me on the Internet.

T've raised $2.3 million to support you all
since June 2003 and I've sent you all so
much really, but it is all “stuff.” What we
really send can’t be bought — it is our love
for you and what you do for us. I keep say-
ing “we” because I want you all to know
that Operation Air Conditioner is just my

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
US. M

International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax Imm Japan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-327

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD!\THZ(EYSDWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: osd.mil

family and the support of many
of Americans who give money to support
you. We have adopted you out to sponsors
all over the United States.

I think the mail delay at Baghdad Inter-
national Airport may have to do with the
large amount of mail that leaves Delaware
for you just about every day in our 24-foot
box truck. You know I'll send it to you, any-
thing, I mean — from toilet seats to tools,
to R13 insulation, radios, dryer venting,
deck screws, power tools, DCUs, shoes,
socks, CamelBaks and Altama combat
boots (we've sent about $300,000 worth of
those already). I made a big stink with the
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
about the Gatorade situation this summer
and so you saw a lot more at the DFACs;
hence I hoped that worked out for many of
yo

u.

The reason I'm writing you is to let you
know that my family and I are here for you
and I want to take this opportunity for
those who know me to say: May God bless
and keep you safe and please don’t forget
to send me your combat patch and a post-
card when you get home.

That is all I ever asked for in return —to
know that you made it back. I've even had
the blessing of soldiers showing up at my
house and ringing the doorbell with vy
and kids in tow. So as you spend your long
hours on your watch and doing your job,
please know that my family and I think
about you and think of ways to support you
every day.

You are not alone — your countrymen
are behind you. You have no idea of me
number of supporters you have —
sacrifices and those of your families do nol
2o unnoticed by us. We care and we know
you are away from home and we send our
prayers for your return when the mission
is complete. Happy holidays to you all.

Most of all I want to say this simple
thing to each one of you: Thank you. Thank
you for doing what you do. There are some
of us civilians who get it. 'm just a sol-
dier’s mom who thought it was time for
someone to do something for our troops
and it is best job I ever had in my life. My
pay comes in the mail: it is postcards, let-
ters and combat patches — each one with

Doonesbury

a story and I will never forget you. I will
never let you down.

Frankie Mayo

Newark, Del.

Volunteers performed well

In the years of the American Revolution,
the Kenfucky Long-riflemen and the Ten'

Mr. Rumsfeld stated: “Is it dangerous?
You bet your life it is.”

Who is he kidding? I did bet my life for
almost 10 months last year in Iraq and he
was speaking to troops who likely will be
doing the same. Did he need to tell them or
was he just filling space because he was
trying to get out of there before being
burned again?

As soon as I heard the speech, I could
only imagine what spin the public affairs
department would design. Perhaps some-

ing like this: “We are proud to have a mil-
itary that feels it can speak its mind.”
Somewhere in that jumble you can read be-
tween the lines and umsfeld
chewing out his staff. He probably wants
to know who did not give the Tennessee
Guardsmen their “do it harder, not smart-

1’ shot. OF course, those are probably on
back order along ‘with the flu vaccine.

0 not get me wrong. I support my coun-
try and I voted for President Bush (as
much as it pains me to say it) but I need to
know what the plan is. Five years, 10
years, 15 years? Mr. Rumsfeld, give me a
call and let me know so I can make anoth-
er bet.

Marvin Rydberg
Okinawa

Kadena BX came through

Very recently, I had an alarming e-mail
from the States informing me that a best
friend had lost an only child in an auto acci-
dent. Feeling a deep sense of sorrow I im-

nessee i
proved one of the most controversial
forms of combat. As snipers they were in-
novators in their field and they were cold
killers for a cause.

The only drawback to the reserve forces
that made up these units was their disci-
pline. Since they were a volunteer force,
they did not stick around to follow the mis-

formed and  strategically cha].lenged
leaders for whom they were levied. They
would bob and weave and live to snipe an-
other day.

Unlike Gen. George Washington and the
British, they were not into face-to-face,
rank-to-rank combat. Perhaps they saw
the futility that is apparent in always pre-
senting yourself as a target to the enemy.

Since then our manner of waging war
has altered. The Volunteers are no longer
“volunteers.” s a  Kentucky-raised
former military member, I would like to
thank my fellow whlskey -state Guards-
men for the excellent questions they asked
of Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
[on Wednesday in Kuwait]. Particularly, I
applaud the two individuals who stepped
up to Mr. Rumsfeld and, in front of their
unit's sergeants major and their respective
officer corps, presented honest questions.
They held Mr. Rumsfeld accountable and,
as can be witnessed by his response, they
shocked him with their integrity. That is
more then I can say for the rest of the
world and most of the U.S. milita

The questions so caught Mr. Rumsfeld
off guard that he offered up some ridicu-
lous responses. (If you think you are going
to catch them on the Pentagon news chan-
nel updates on American Forces Network,
think again.) At one point in his speech,

y wanted to send a money order
to help with flowers and expenses.

I rushed to the Kadena Air Base branch
of the Pentagon Federal Credit Union,
where I have an account, only to discover
they don’t process money orders. My next
step was to go to the Community Bank. I
was turned away here because although
T'm a retiree, 'm also non-SOFA status
and, thereby, do not meet their require-
ments to be an account holder; thus I was
denied being offered this particular ser-
vice.

Lastly, I went to the Kadena Base Ex-
change (BX) knowing full well their policy
is not to sell money orders before 3 p.m. It
was now approximately 1 p.m. and, feeling
somewhat impatient at the thought of
watching the clock pass two more hours to
the “magic” 3 p.m. time, I went to the man-
ager’s office where a secretary immediate-
Iy put me in contact with the sales and mer-
chandising manager, Maryann Bishop, as
well as the customer support manager,
Tasha Dowsing.

Explaining my frustration, they fully un-
derstood my predicament and personally
escorted me to the customer support sec-
tion where a Japanese-national cash cage
representative, Eiko-san, promptly expe-
d\ted me getting my much-wanted money

or¢
Thanks to these three dedicated, caring
ladies, I was then able to continue to pur-
chase a sympathy card, drive home and
write a quick letter and rush to my local
Okinawa City post office to get things sent
on their way home. Again, with my heart-
felt thanks and graumde thank you Kade-
na BX and associates.
Lawrence M. Venus
Okinawa City

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Troops don’t need to be shielded from truth

WASHINGTON
£ you don’t like the message, as an old
spin doctors’ motto goes, knock the
messenger. That's how some people
are reacting to the soldier’s question

that knocked Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld off his game
during a town-hall ses-
sion in Kuwait.

Spe. Thomas J. Wil-
son, a scout with a Ten-
nessee National Guard
unit, wondered out
loud why soldiers still
have to fortify their
canvas-covered Hum-
vees with “hillbilly
armor”: scrap metal
and ballistic-resistant
glass that they dig out
of landfills for protec-
tion. After a brief mo-
ment of stony silence, the comment brought
a spontaneous eruption of “hooah!” and ap-
plause from other troops.

It also brought a remarkably condescend-
ing response from Rumsfeld, who may have
become too accustomed to treating report-
ers like annoyingly curious children to shift
gears to a tone appropriate for the combat
men and women under his command.

“You go to war with the Army you have,”
he said, “not the one you might want or &he
one you might wish to have at a later time.”

That was a curious comment, considering
how much time the Defense Department
has had to build up to “the Army we might
want” since the end of what the administra-
tion calls “major fighting” last year.

Rumsfeld deliberately held down the man-
power and support for Iraq against the
strong advice of former Army Chief of Staff
Gen. Eric Shinseki and other generals who
said that more troops and equipment would
be needed. The Army we have is what Rums-

Clarence Page

feld wanted, not what the generals said we
needed.

Now, Rumsfeld assured the troops, the
Pentagon is pushing its suppliers to produce
armored vehicles as fast as possible. But his
claim brought swift dispute from some of
the makers of armor and Humvees. The fac-
tories have been running well below capaci-
ty, spokesmen said, but the Pentagon had
not taken them up on the offers to produce
more armored vehicles.

Meanwhile, improvised explosive devices
at roadsides — against which our troops
could use more armor — have caused about
half of America’s casualties.

Yet, Rumsfeld added what may be the
world’s least necessary caveat: “You can
have all the armor in the world on a tank; it
can [still] be blown up.” ..

don’t know when Rumsfeld will take
questions from soldiers again, but the day
after you-know-what freezes over sounds
about right.

Yet, hard as it may be to criticize Spe. Wil-
son for raising a question that undoubtedly
weighs on the mind of each and every sol-
dier in Iraq, some people are finding ways to
criticize the combat newspaper correspon-
dent who, it turns out, had a hand in Wilson
asking it.

Edward Lee Pitts, a reporter with the
Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times Free Press who
is embedded with Wilson’s Tennessee Na-
tional Guard unit, took credit in an e-mail
later leaked to Internet sites that after he
learned that reporters would not have a
chance to question Rumsfeld, he worked on
questions in advance of the meeting with
two soldiers from the unit. .

In a letter to readers, his newspaper ac-
Kknowledged that the reporter should have
mentioned his role in his reporting, but oth-
erwise, his editors supported him, as they
should. He did not deceive anyone. No one
forced Wilson to ask the question, which

/ 1 NeeD MQRQ AN
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President Bush later agreed was a legiti-
mate question to ask.

Yet, some partisan critics, apparently un-
able to defend Rumsfeld, attacked Pitts. “He
created news in order to cover it,” said con-
servative commentator Rush Limbaugh.

“We found out the whole thing today is a
setup,” Limbaugh added.

A setup to do what? Tell the truth? A Penta-
gon spokesman huffed that the meeting was
“intended for soldiers to have dialogue with
the secretary” and that no one should have
“interfered with that opportunity, whatever
the intention.”

Hey, you want dialogue? You got dia-

T
logue! Here's a bigger question: Why
should reporters have to resort to asking
questions through soldiers in order to get
an answer and, one hopes, some action
from the top brass and the Bush adminis-
tration on a long-standing problem like ve-
hicle armor?

Our uniformed men and women in Iraq
are not whining about this. They coura-
geously take on dangerous missions every
day. Afterward, they want to get home
safe. The rest of us should support them
with something more substantive than
flag-waving. That’s not too much to ask.
Clarence Page i a Chicago Tribune columnist.

Chaplains not in conflict

y interest in the work of mili-

tary chaplains goes back to my

childhood. The pastor of the

church my family attended was
an Army chaplain in World War II, having
served in the South Pa-
cific.

Now and then he’d
tell stories about it.
Something (maybe
many things) traumat-
ic must have happened
to him in the war, be-
cause eventually he be-
came, in author Kurt
Vonnegut's apt term,
unstuck in time. Al-
though he was physical-
ly in the present, his
mind was back in the
South Pacific in the war, and he could speak
of nothing else. He had to be sent to a mental
institution. Eventually he left the ministry,
emotionally and mentally wounded.

Despite (or maybe because of) this odd ex-
posure to military chaplaincy, I have long ad-
mired the people who risk doing this work. I
have never served in the military (which,
even in the Vietnam era, didn’t want some-
one with my severe near-sightedness and
my diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis), but I
Kknow that the men and women who put on
our nation’s uniform need all the emotional
and spiritual help they can get, especially on
the battlefield.

Iliked the way an article in the December
issue of Christianity Today described the
work such people do: “Chaplains are preach-
ers, teachers and counselors, counted as
vital players who quietly help hold the mili-
tary together.”

Bill Tammeus

As much as I'm a stickler for separating
church and state, I avoid the argument over
whether government pay for chaplains is an
unconstitutional breach of that wall. Mili-
tary people, no matter what religion they fol-
low (and sometimes even if they follow
none), need chaplains to help them do their
often-terrible work. And if there’s a fair sys-
tem for choosing chaplains of different
faiths, ’'m happy for the military to pay for
that.

But I've always been curious about wheth-
er chaplains sometimes feel part of a killing
machine. And, if so, how they live with them-
selves.

Not long ago, John W. Kiser, who grew up
in my Kansas City church and now is an
Army chaplain, was invited to Princeton
Theological Seminary, the Presbyterian in-

as they minister in battle

stitution from which he got his theological
degree, to preach on “Chaplains Day.” In
that sermon, John answered my question di-
rectly and well: “I do not see myself as an ad-
vocate of war but as a missionary of the gos-
pel of peace. I am an advocate of soldiers to
God, and for God to soldiers, even in the
midst of warfare.

“I see war as a sign of a fallen, sinful
world, but unfortunately necessary at
times.”

John has served in Bosnia, Kosovo, Ku-
wait and Iraq. In fact, he was in Iraq the day
Saddam Hussein was captured, and we
shared e-mail that day about the joy the U.S.
military personnel there were feeling.

“This is how the GIs [in World War IT]
must have felt when they knew Hitler
was dead but even better,” he wrote me.

“We got him alive.”

Over the years, the military chaplaincy
has broadened to represent the growing
spectrum of religions represented among
our military. Even chaplaincy insignia
have changed to acknowledge the reality
that not all soldiers are Christian. Official
insignia at one point added Judaic and
then Islamic symbols, but now the move is
not to single out any particular faith. In a
country in which Hindus, Jains, Buddhists,
Sikhs, Zoroastrians, neo-pagans, atheists,
agnostics and others are increasingly prom-
inent, that makes sense. ...

I don’t know whether there are atheists
in foxholes, but I know chaplains are there.
And I'm grateful for their service.

Bill Tammeus is a columnist for The Kansas City
(Mo Star.

Mallard Fillmore
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Horoscope

Venus is packing up her Louis
Vuitton bags as she prepares for her
dramatic exit from Scorpio’s bed-
room. It's the end of the
affair and the start of an
adventure. Our love lives
reflect this departure in a
subtle shift. Instead of going
deep into relationships,
we'd rather go wide. Ro-
mance now means travel,
variety and newness.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 15). Deter-
mined action is easier than
ever to take this year as
new inspiration amps up
your drive to succeed.
Romance takes over your life in the
new year, and you'll be making
decisions based on the best thing
for you and loved ones. Lucky love
signs are Pisces and Taurus. A
career change is in store in the
spring, but make your move careful-
ly. Your lucky numbers are: 10, 32,
4,18 and 27.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The favor (sale, referral or perk)
goes to the one who asks for it.
Yourre probably pushing your luck,
but how else are you going to know
exactly how far your luck extends? If
you don't, someone else will.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A
single event has a happy outcome
for several people, including you.
Even if you have to rearrange your
schedule, spend time with your main
squeeze. Stolen moments bind you
blissfully together.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The attention you get when you
apply your talent to otherwise menial
tasks is enough to puff up your ego
slightly! It's challenging to avoid
gossip and yet stil be informed as to
what your people are up to.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Sure, your involvement in a noble
venture is its own reward. Though
you're not looking for praise, it would
be nice if the peaple you relate to
were as responsible as you are. Be
a giver looking for other givers, not
takers.

4

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
have an unencumbered channel of

Holiday Mathis

It's part of the reason someone
thinks you're foxy! Before making a
move, this shy person will wait for a
sign from you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You'll dream of making your living at
something new! Talk about your
aims with a Libra or
Cancer. The more fiscal
responsibility you accept,
the more money you'll
make! Turn in that rebate
before it's oo late.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Your
understanding of complex-
ities is impressive. If
someone doesn't “get”
you, it's nothing to take
personally. Being interest-
ed in what others might
consider mundane is a sign of
intelligence!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Streamiine your life by refusing to
add extra work and unnecessary
possessions. Simplifying things
helps you unleash your creative
powers, and it's full steam ahead!
Your satisfaction comes from doing,
not dreaming.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There’s a super-seductive glow
about you. Many people want to
partner with you, and you'll have to
make a choice. Keep your social
options open, as one could drop off
at the last minute.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Scholarly pursuits bring fabu-
lous opportunities. Take a profes-
sional gamble, or go with a whim.
Spend time with pals who have
more money, clout or ambition —
their gains rub off on you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You are at a romantic crossroads.
Choose the path carefully and with
your heart. Make conscious choices
s0 you don't have to repeat mis-
takes made unconsciously. Loved
ones live up to your definition of their
roles.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're capable, and everyone can
see this, S0 you receive many re-
quests. Be specific about what you
are willing or not willing to give.
Nothing relieves stress more than
spending time with someone who
adores you!
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 59 Balanced 25 “Gimme Shelter”
1 One with a handle speedway
on the highway Down 27 Symbol of intrigue
system? 1 “The Georgia 29 General address?
5 Seat of the Peach” 30 Austin Powers,
Catholic Church 2 La —tar pits eg

3 Actor Morales
4 “Row, Row, Row

32 Hodgepodge
34 Obstinate sorts

8 Basilica section

12 Roughly
13 Marseilles Your Boat," e.g. 37 Young fellow
monarch 5 Thrive 39 Indigent
14 Harbor structure 6 A billion years 42 What St. Ives
15 Texas city 7 Coven member wives had
17 Bog material 8 Horrifies 44 Freeway
18 Presidential 9 Region of ltaly accesses

10 Close up tight 45 — mater

middle name

19 Hold protectively 11 Art Deco VIP

46 Hold your horses?

21 Pickpocket 16 Chow — 48 Showgirl “At the
22 Steerer's place 20 Ump Copa”

23 Monokin's lack 23 Consumer-aid 49 Unsigned (Abbr.)
26 Fresh org. 50 Eye woe

28 Dentist's advice 24 "Norma —" 53 MGM mascot
31 Soother

33 Roulette bet Answer to Previous Puzzle

35 Wield the shears.
36 Asian pepper plant
38 Style of jazz

40 Take a whack at
41 “Sad to say, ..."
43 Neither's mate
45 Fleet

47 eaters
51 Province of Spain
52 Fulton's boat

54 Chinese dynasty
55 Indispensable

W]
A
S
P

56 Tactic

57 Initial chip

58 Brillo rival
12-15 CRYPTOQUIP
T FQLCR UW MKZQC TX
MC'R DTLC QKUC UKZC
MFW. “IK GMFIL WKO, T U

FDZCFRW QGOXXCR."
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A LUMBERJACK
HAS FINISHED WORK., DO YOU RECKON HE
MIGHT ENJOY A BIT OF LAGER?
Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: T equals 1
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Tour of duty is enough drama

Dear Abby: 1 am a female
member of the military, sta-
tioned for the past nine months
in Iraq. I recently received a
letter from a friend who is hav-
ing problems in her marriage.
She has asked to move in with
me when I return to the
states in about three
‘months. She says it's
only until she gets back
on her feet.

There’s no way I can
let that happen. She has
too much drama in her
life, and T have grown
accustomed to living by
myself. When I get
home, all I want is peace
and quiet. How can I tell
her that I don’t want a
roommate without hurt-
ing her feelings?

— Peace in the
Middle East

Dear Peace: Be direct, and
don’t go into detail. Tell her that
your tour of duty has been stress-
ful —it’s the truth — and that
When you return home you plan

Trouble with late

Dear Annie: 1ama
single, successful profes-
sional woman in my 40s.

T've never had a boy-
friend because I'm al-
ways focusing on my
work.

Last year, I met
“Scott” while returning
from a business trip. He
sat next to me on the
plane.

Scott was traveling
with his son, a college
student. I was impressed
by his warm heart toward his son
and invited them to join me for
lunch at a restaurant. Ever since,
Scott and I have exchanged
letters and little presents.

Scott has all the qualities that T
expect from a gentleman, but
there is a problem. His children
appear to be “forever” students
and have no plans to graduate.
T'm not even sure they have
goals. Scott’s love for his chil-
dren is so deep that he doesn’t
mind their behavior.

I am not comfortable with that.

I find it ironic that the same
warm relationship that im-
pressed me so much at the begin-

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

to live alone. Do not talk about
the drama in her life. Talk about
the drama that’s been going on in
your life. You have a right to
‘Ppeace of mind, and your friend
should not expect you to straight-
en her life out for her. After a
tour in Iraq, you've done enough.

Dear Abby: 1 was
seeing someone in the
apartment complex
where I live. It was the
maintenance man,
“Stan.” At first, we
Kept it quiet because of
problems I have with
my ex, “Mac.” Mac
and I have children
together and he always
finds ways to destroy
my new dates — so the
less he knows, the better.

But I was falling in love with
Stan, so one night we decided to
20 out in public. Mac found out
and had a friend of his tell me
Stan could lose his job.

Since I can’t afford to move
and didn’t want Stan to lose his

n-life

ning is now an obsta-
cle. Scott is in his late
50s and will soon re-
tire. I am not young
either, but as a
never-married woman,
my dream is to have a
prince, not an old wid-
ower. I don’t want to
lose him, but I am...

— Confuses NYC
Dear Confused: If
you think of Scott as an

“old widower,” please
do him a favor and cut

him loose. Scott may be a great
guy, but he comes with children.
As their sole parent, he undoubt-
edly feels exceptionally protec-
tive and responsible for them. If
you cannot understand and
accept this aspect of his charac-
ter, you will come to resent him.
Searching for a “prince” is inevi-
tably disappointing.

You might consider some
additional dating experiences to
make your dreams more realis-
tic.

Dear Annie: 1 read with
interest the dilemma of “Grosse

job, I started avoiding him. It's
been six weeks, and I feel I have
lost the best thing that ever
happened to me. Please tell me
what to do.

— Grieving in Michigan

Dear Grieving: The first thing
to do is pick up the phone and
contact the office of the building.
Without being specific, inquire if
there is any formal policy regard-
ing residents fraternizing with
staff.

Ifthere is a rule that forbids it,
rather than avoiding Stan, I
advise you to have a serious chat
with him. If you both want to
pursue a relationship and mov-
ing isn’t an option, perhaps he
should find a job with another
building.

Good maintenance men are
hard to find.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

relationship

Pointe,” who asked if there was a
support group for the wives of
retired husbands.

During the past several years,
we have developed a loosely
organized group of friends and
relatives who refer to themselves
as WORM s or Wives of Retired
Men. We find potential members
every time we go to the super-
market and see a woman being
“organized” by her retired hus-
band. We e-mail one another,
and each of us tells our best
retired story for the month. The
one who wins gets to be presi-
dent the next month.

The group gives us a chance to
vent, without harming our part-
ners or relationships, and we get
a good laugh and know we are
not alone.

“Grosse Point” should find
some friends in the same boat
and have lunch once a month.

— Another Annie in Idaho

Dear Idaho: A good suggestion.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
L ) by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter o each square,
to farm four ordinary words.

ETHUC

14 pies in Where does

he put them?

20 minutes

©200¢ Tribune Media
Al Rights Reserved

UPVEL |
OHNOO®

HUDOLS

ervices. Inc.

WHAT' THE PIE-
[\ K ] EATING CHAMP

- 4 DD TO THE
v con COMPETITION,

Now arrange the circled letters to

ZEEWEH
form the surprise answer, as

by the above cartoon.
0000000000
AN A AN AN AN .’

A
(Answers tomorrow)
Yesterday's ‘ Jumbles: GUILD MUSIC INTACT MARTIN
Answer.  The hot dog vendor fired his helper because

he didn't — CUT THE MUSTARD

Family Circus

©2004 B1 Kogre, rc.
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viurw familycircus.com

“A cookie? You should’ve asked for
more than that, PJ.”

MY Mowt SaYS Yo CAN TELL A LOT ABOUT A
PERSON '/BV THE WAY THEY UNTANGLE CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS."

©Gary Larson

W INTERRUPT TS |
ROCRAM FOR A
BREAKING oy
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Non Sequitur

APTER WEEKS OF
NVESTICAToN,
7

four

five ... six

The Far Side

just tum and shoot.”

Oh, heck—
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1y 0ld nawy. sizés mediym and | ibies it good condiien $100.00
tinge Gy s or e st | oo " B et meseage
s motig. ot ' proghancy. | cnir ke now hisband 13
8525455 " or “loSeph enly 2im Cal

gena, Okinawa - Crio_and
e o ohe: i, matsss
incluced. Can be converted into
2 toddier _be
myerscs60@hotmailcom for
s o call G33.8218 for more
nformation. Also have a ot of
baby clothes, all in good condi-
tion, willthrow n for oo

Kadena, Okinawa - First years
sioeppositional, First Years
cosloeper (bardy used) and
Saf by bouncer with toy
nachmenl 30, Call Jennifor
@ 6323576,

Kadena, Okinawa - Light brown
cn: Adjstable matess o,

y bed
Tharess 1o snu n- plastt 565,
Travel ight swing $10 ko new:

Bioe svoler a It
seratched but works gre
Quisde lods plastc Eobs win
sde, yours for a0 Email
ey dannice @ boimal oo
o pcires or Call 6331138,

Kadena, Okinawa - MEDELA
PUMP IN STYLE.

ars, sl greal condiion. Paid
500 asking 5175, comes wih a
bunch ol _extras.  Email
shelmil@yahoo com for pic-
tures or call 8538133,

Anta u64575 a!lev E on pmor

great condition. 4 pars pans,
pairs of shorts, 2 shors outls, | Fostor, Okinawa - Black cof
B  ack oo noc gpot | e i 4 g\ass wog pane\
Jackels (only wom twice). Sizes | about 31

range from 4 10 7. Wil sel all | 646-415.

together or individually. 6226455
Courtney-Assorted _women's | Foster, Okinawa - Black marble.
clothing, sizes 7-9 or medium, | looking bedroom armoire: Excel
includes pant st tark ops | lon condiion. 550 Please Cail

6165751

e oy | o omim Queen o2
Gourtnoy, Orawa Lok o | et e Fiareh. “aiod
G et e | "0 o' o i
T e s

o
iadGosss el | SALS o1 g st

Foue Ounawa Moty | S R0 ST S
G, U AUt ferlg a5 i

S Y] o —

condon e ol Bl | cacer era - FUTON ~vood win

Tracy afcorion @oasi medat | back fams 600d condiion, 50

et orcall 85773 ST e sl
b ™

Kaens_Oknava —_Lades

o A, okt | e on com or 4 e

rayhe S o
$75 e §55.6010 1 ol | Kadons, OWrawa  Dark
Chivanio3 @ solcom loe: Rockng Recinar for 32

Kadena, Okinawa - Name brand | ASKing, 9150, call 633-1515
materiy clolhes: Wos o rom

Old Navy or Motherhood. Only | Kadena, Okinawa - Glass dining

Kin naws ~ Umerel | o for one_pregnancy. Cal | com tale wih 4 chars; Oy
Stoll. Excalent condton . | Shela at 63318342 or” emal | ysed e snce bought Asking
(Call 657-4386 or 090 6294 1554 | msiTosser@yahoo.com. $300, I toresied cal Fose &
remai 634-3278 or 937-0844.
Collectibles 350 | Kadena, Okinawa

325 Bairan. 525 Yot
gar s, $15; oersaueer, 315
Tigh chair, 10; gate, 5 o
Tediner saat S8 bets. 5
Call 2272084,

Zama, Japan - Baby's toys and
Glothing for Sale; PCSng soon,
need 1o sell. Call Lorena ai
6356102

Bicycles 20 |

Sagamihara, Japan - Japanese
style gis' bike: Pink with baskel
and ball, never used, paid $100
and asking $45. Cal 267-6368.

Guam - Wanted to buy ungra-
iod

James, Fran Tarkerion, Rogev
Steunden. Email me your st
players 1o kalas@te

otball, basebal, and

pyree
2o G i s, it
St e o e ;7:;;:;;1“:; op, Box pringe
s, sets cases, | are in gr in
st rumbrod o | 9 7L T g 5100
e s |
hough Musx os"in porson e

ple: Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
Gaiei50801 & com homa nep | & Eheas o oe guest aite bt
or telephone 0428.55.7879. | frame. [t got o b6 a nice one.

H

Call 011-9690-8611 T Wiy chot 1 andn.
Kent@kadena afmil

Motorcyles Kadena. Okinava - Kenwond
Okinawa 170 | Bk Sharior i 24 15 doors
s %eumg o $35.00 Gan
Courtney, Okinawa - Scooter. | Tom 633-610:
dena - Set offour 33 X 125 X

und
Dlase cal §asiod o coll| S0 Gall"non 63 252” o
4

090-1045°9

Kinser - 94 Honda Integra

Futenma - 1998 HD FLHR R0ad | q—
ny
exitas to list. - Emall Bahzl(ems 200
Sonrady@niaineln. for more
inflpicsor call 008.7464-5%4
Q9071656310 Courtney-Assorted infant cloth-

Kadena - 2001 Harley Davidson | ng, excellent condiion! Carters,
833 Sporsiser Upgraded 10| Oid Navy, baby Gap, Gerber
B

‘omail jenng164 @yahoo.com

Kinser - Neod (0 Sell By Next
Wes 1065 Nasan S, i

and Take o Baymen. $1560

0 be ext payme
oo Groat Canl Cal ()
0370, (972057, and
coll 09050492485 or ‘email

pak_mann@yahoo.com
Lester - 1995 Honda Accord,
siver, great condition. _Pur

chassd in Sep 0 UGl oxpres
Sap 06, 50,000 klometers, Musi

So oo big for Ty’ Garage:
53700, ~Cal " Margaret. ' Home
936-6095 coll 090-6866-1611

Okinawa - 84 Nissan Primera
Jei o5, Posing Dec. N

80
5073877518

a
contros, exhaus, seal, chrome, | Gmes because

and more. Do o heve e o | fat iniudes 1 batniobe. 4
ido or” mantan, Fist $5.000 | owels. 4 biankets, 13 onsies, 2
Gan Savo e ama maat| Svsast. hocdess, 55 pas ol
I | Socke, 14 pars of pajamas, and
-~ Cloanest ko on | 45 00, 6225185 or osepn-

ISanath foo7 Honds Stpor & | meomiz@ Hoimai o
ion S, 400cc. 1 of only. 50 | Fostar, Onawa - Avent braast
cuer made Golecors pity o v ok, comes

is good until “9 breast milk containers
Bl ahonie 300 oS00 (uncpaned} T, corimarn
o e o A o oo
£ neocd Ao | B s s . Ay
e e | 5P e S i g
g 8 pebrte 'S0 ¥S5 | 26 ot macn oo
633-1454 _(n) h“’“’“ call Tracy 646-5772
Plesse. 0301
550 Joian 090.5794.5085() | Foster, Onana - Baby. safety
ardhediitn, O G e, B

‘a - Harley Davidson ofl

Sioknawayanos com
up pats ncluced, $125, lect | Foter. Okinaa - Boun

week at ' this price. ' Call| Soiety’ 18\ blue aoham
ook & Safly’ 1, Bl ongh brnt

Kadena, Okinawa - 2000 Yama- ‘BVSl \sking Emall for
> ke- Ex. | pictures cidorion@oasis mediat-

1o 212 locres Bl Ex | pts cloror s e
l‘"sd XQ‘UD Cﬁ“ C'B‘Q 57 Foster, Okinawa - Boys Toddler
ot Ok - Boys T

Swindows, lint, brush  guard, | Kadena - Wanted To Trade a
i CBES i amgl S, | 1984 Prludo forafourdoor car
cargo liner, rice' whoal or van. Must be in good running
155 iros 1 yoar UGl Mot ol | orderwih 'NC: Prelude In G054

33-6261 of | condion, just too_small Call

FPatersios” 632.0173 or 633-8300.

Buy Stripes this Sunday

Tor 1991
Tl inophe, & door Autonal
ic. Transmission, Power Seat,
JCI ‘Apri 2006, Runs Great
Avaw‘la‘ble 14 Dec 04, $1.50000.
Sot et 5000,

comiorter, fat sheet, it crib
Kadora,Ounawa  Pocot e | 26 shot, “plow” case. wa
50CC, i red, racing | border and 'wall cing-one’s,
Sk fros, o' it S505 call | Buyer must lake cvaryihngi
S5L7E38 (), 635791 (ov | Aslng 540, Emai for pctures
cldorion@oasis mediat. net

Bo. eweltz @ foimail com call Tracy 646-5772

Book Stores 250

Foster, Okinawa - UMUC CMIS

over$100 now, $75.Cal attat

846.5887.

Futenma, Okinawa - Al Books

are. mint condilon: The Land

and Its People $20.The College
reate g
all

eae ams ) or geasss I

Futenma, Okinawa - All books
are-mini condilon - Network +
Certication zed’ Training Kit

Inclu unss
Fundamanal Ancmmlmg Pinc.
ples, 560, Call Neison at

6363018 (W) or 646-4588 (H)
or Email romann! @ 1maw. usme.

Fulenma, Okinawa - Al books
mint_condiion.  Nippon
aemems 00 Argument 6" Eq,
Commurication
Sod. $45; Management Commis
nlcdion, 535, Programning and
Problem Salving with
Incods G, S5, Call Neson
£96:3018 (W) or 646458 (1)
romanni@ Tmav.
oo

Tocvu iaten, Qinaua - UG
50,0

i Sotare. Call_Booe.

have HST 356 Textbooks call
foroffer.

Yokota, Japan - BMGT 364,
management, S50; BMGT 380;

usiness  Law 0:
BMGT 483, business & Govern:
ment in the_ Global Marke
Place, $50; COMM 393 Techni
cal Gommunication, $40, COMM
390 Managemen! ' communica-
ton, GUPT 401, Under.

sandng Infematonal conlcs

| and Great Decision, $40. Cal
207.8346.

Wil pay for what its worth. If
interested call al 632-3202 or

Computers 360 | el st Ranto’Goayanoo.

Foster, Okinawa - Dell OptPlex | Kadena, Okinawa
G300, 10 Giiz 2sauB AV,

Win' XP_Pro, Off
SERAY S0 ROM 2502,
Floppy, 17* Dol Mon, Keyboard,
motse. Speakers,alfor only
§280 00, Emall
ersean0930@ yaioo.com or call
646.6335,

o o
Kadena, Okinawa e or e Bark avoen m
deskiop :nmpularvldan Carg oy | Soueh, for sal D greer,

sale. AT 00 P10, 1955 | Cocean bos v 11 vo 900
en & year o Just upgraded. | shape. 'Asking  $150. Cal
Asking 'S5075 for the card. | 6331513 f nterested

Jut g ar\d s o

Software upda Cal | Kadena, Okinawa - SOFA &
o o 3305650 o o mo at | LOVESEAT crgam colo, $175
danielmeyer@kadena.aimi | Entertainment Center -

Kadena, Okinawa - Sound Card: | yond color SEE. Paid
Sound Blather Platinum Aucigy | $750, asking $350 call 6338133
24bit PCI with remolo and bay | or el shellmil@yahoo.com
connections including fiber 0p- | 5 ictrps,

&

fics. $70 or OBO. Call Rob KAB | PCWres __________

5 or il | Kadena, Okinawa - Tal an
ramandi @attnet siardy Korean chestgesser T
sale: Asking price S600 OBO.

Kadena, Okinawa - Vidoo Card: | S35 5980 Penings.

capture capabity. Orginal box - | ividrs’ Excollont condiion nat.

ter cal ob at | ural wood and e bough at
KAB' 633-18610r  Email: | fumiture _store ea.
ramand @attnet Decided nat 1o use, Wil el for
Sommi, o oo 550 ea.Call St or Jemnier &

monitor and
Pro and | Kadena - Two sofas muli

Siee zmn Y tated 5955, Gl | g, o Lo Sobes, Ave.

267610 ralian cluminum smoket

top & botor
Walker - Tnis M- Wieless

for * 830000
Opical Mouse from Belkin pro- | (2 o 290,09

(PSS Rt S | cnr onave_clog ot
o bl prcsoona | L G
e oy | 557508 o 0o 4504 1554 o1
U567 ot proseis “on | o et Sychon o
$58AR Ca 5™ | vorot - Catton ing water
Rl i ors atos
- e bocasl e
s oot e, &
Fumitwe 510\ pizeed e

Foster, Okinave: 1 blck e | Yokota, Japan - Chorfish
rockarireciner dnng” oo able win' 4,
550, cushioned

327.3906.

excellont oonumon Fiease
Call Debbie at 646821

STARS#STRIPES

and every Sunday to get your scene! Your Homefewn Newspaper
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Computers 360 | Home Electronics 570 _| Jobs Offered 630 _ | Jobs Offered 630

o
0’
i\nn“ﬁ""‘

—
| 800HighTech.com

Furniture 510
Yokola, Japan - Beauitl wood
entertainmént center  cabinet

at 52,400, won as grand prize at
OWC Asia Bazaar, $800 OBO.
Call 227:3358.

Zama, Japan - Majestic cherry
wood" "entertainment  center
52000, “two Majestic cherry

iment wood storage
Gases $30 each. & large wood

ChesSib. Gah 563 01

Household ltems 560

Okinawa - Brand
desk lamp: Siil in package 9
i wondertl Choaings it

This s not a goosenec lamp it
is lke 2 miniaiue abe lamp.
rustic style. Comes

oo S5 Ehai o peuros
air force. ey @hotmal.com or
call 6338906

dena, Okinawa - Looking for
your unwanted Sesame Sireet
shectsigding. Caro pay too
omal
ndarichasahomalom o

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - | have a
FUSION box with two tens and
2 300 wall amp already moun-
ted on box for sale. Paid 300.00
for botn, wil sol for $140.00

Power vires and speater wires
included, Call 57.

Kadena, Okinawa - Karac
maching for saiel Wil thiow In
all GD’s 15+ and 2 microphones

2 mic

Has the abilty to record singing

too. $85 Call 633.6513

Kadena, Okinaua - NEW. on

Tor a few weeks H

m el 6D payer wi raco an

i remole convc.Verica
Kers

3

Ty oo 8 spesters n 2
oxes ' an are
Chrisimas present $40° (B
sels, for $90) Call Cassie

6338906 or email air_fore
wifey@hotmail.com

Kadena, Okinawa - One Hitachi
VT-UXGA400AW  VHS player
i unr g uso Wi melo
control, V-
S8k DV yer ons year
old with remte, $40; One Son
FD73 " greal
disc 540

pictures.
call

lockonc boards were 1o

cal 633.0281 iy and el Ciyies
iy Yesored:Cal 635

i lay

Home Electronics 570 Station? commusr $15; Psy

Goutney, Okinawa - NC Digtal

Eteryicaaaemotelsoltuare
and afl cables $300 Call Mike
622-6235.

Foster, Okpana
ny

BO. Contact 645-4228.

Foster, - Play staton 1
Comes i’ contolers ang 11
E‘?.T?‘.n‘”n” ’7;“’;23’“”%
St B or 880 <3
e
sﬂokmawa@vuhﬂocom

Foster, Okinawa - Ro-

e i B DVE By

Sells for $450 at the BX in the

States. Wil sel for $200. Works

gzt ust dont need anymore

all 6455587,

dena, Okinawa -

oo e i DUy

§200.00 08O, st soll ASAP
t

Cunn\nghamCM@okHﬂ ed

Kadsna Okinawa
Screen V. Iyesm\d oo
condon, Puchaced nowlas
oy 500 il sl o $155.
i 635 3303 o ot

dena, Oinawa - 34' wide
screen Panasonic HDTV. in
perfect condition. 950 obo sells

Kadena, Okinawa - If you neex

Gogie looking and orieg

e me a allal 6325202
mall

Byanz0 026 yaho o or p:

Kadena, Okmawa ~ Link DMP-
120 MP3 Player: 64Mb. $50 call
633.2462

conioler, $10; "Play
cord, $5; Play siation
ler §20. Cali 633:2106.

Kadena, Okinawa - Play station
2°wih 2 confrollers and 10

| games. Asking 5200 00obo. Call
853'6001

dena, Okinawa - PS2 Gam

e i s o8 e

individually as follows: Madden
02, Sut

Kadena, Okinawa -
GRKED paver Good contiton,

sl for 896000, asking
$100.00. 633-2086.
Kadena, Okinawa - Sony H

Tnater System it DVD play-
er, five surround speakers and
Subwoofer.  Purchased Christ-
mas ‘03 for $400, Will sol for
$150. Cal 6332283 for delails.
Kager Okinaw - Sory dgtel
ideo wih audo conol coter
Tecaver, wi s W 5
surround sound speakevs S50
Call Scott @ 6
Kadena, Okinawa - Sony roceiv
5-diso CD changer, and lape
deck: Seling al for $400,00 or
X @ 633-1505

Kadena, Okinawa - Vec AFG

I
e:mail fimothy.moore @ kaden.
atmil

Kadena - We

o a lof of

philp. curry@kadena at.mi  for

Getals

Yolota,_Japan - JVC RX-888
VBK DDIDTS, stereq_ receiver
wih remole control, $250. Call
227.2792

tion, comes_ il

Call 263.3041 o
do.garramone @ us.army.mil

Jewelry 610

Couttney-1/2 _carat _diamond
cluster ring, white_and yellow
old, size 7. Best offer takes 1.
228455

Kadena, Okinawa - Beaulful

paulandbritt@yahoo.com
picturesiuestions.

Kadena, Okinawa - Gorgeous
diamond platinum_engagemer
ting and wedding band! Round
nter diamond Is 1/2 ot with
bagueties on side (ial dia:
tonds on ing = 34 ct) Size 6.5,
ough n it from Zaies fo

$170000 080 Cal 632774
Kadena, Okinawa - Marquis
engagement fing with malching
wedding set. 'BEAUTIFULI |

omail

pic i u r e
feones2504@yahoo.com

Musical Instruments 740

Courtney - Tempo Drum Set;

@ heads & rings.
§360"abo. cal 622:5316 & ey
Gan b brought o you.

Outdoor Living 775 _|F;

Foster, Okinawa - 35 hp 20°
lawn mower and siectric weed
ealeriodger - Take both pieces

i | for $55 obo. Cal 645-5857

Okinawa - _Beautlul

5456539 03061635035
vsbskznmmhas\77ﬁhmma|\

Foster, Okinawa - Murray 22"
575 hp iawnmower: (One with
ihe big wheal In he back) it
rust but as good as new. Bought

al X for S129." Asing §50.
645,
Okinawa - 1004/~
chan Ik Tonce wih gate you
il $200. Call ' Chis at
133.6637 or 090-1949-4229.
Kadena, Okinawa - 85-100 feet
chain ok fence, wilh gate,
poles, op i, and go
ndiion, already p
Pl ook Bai kol

632.3107 Must Sell

Kadena, Okinawa - Approx. 100 |

pols already cemenfed for you
We il pull for you! §300 Call
§ea0ead o Elai otegaic
da.atimiln

Kadena, om wa - Mura
Lawn Vower for sl 20 Inches

horsepower. $46.00.
i Su'a o3 5

Position Available:
SQL Senior Software Engineer

Fulltime Govarnment Contractor position avelable
in Okinawa. Salary negotiable.

Please send qualifications and experience to
hrdiv@cox net

Outdoor Living 77

dena, Okinawa - Muray
Iawnmuwnv 5120 now, seling

Runs fine, wilh Gas can
i s & o

Photography 830

Kadena, Okinawa ony
Mavea . FO7S gvea« pmm-es
disct fo
633-1830.

Kadena, Okinawa - Set of white

plastic _converls_benches  for
Sale. Can be used alone as
utdoor benches_ or_combined
522 piic able. They were 70
now ‘and 550
cach oso “cal 631813 1
Yokt

il prolsssionally y i g
polr

mpolino

t olin e
STy oeting S350 BB 515y

Pets 820

Foster - 3-year old male Chihua-
hua. CKC registerad. All shots.

uplo dalo_ Microchipped. Ready
10 breed! $200.00 646-5488

oster, Okinawa - Free 10 g
home. femle biack Labladov

80-1067-8700

Foster, Okinawa - Free 1o good

o
e, reqstored
Spiyea Wi

Ret o fnd

Some groat
20535750 or 0-1087-8700
Schwab - FTGH: 1 year old
e Weish Pombroks. Gorg
s been neutored and all o

090-3793-3458. Ask for Pal.

Pet Accessories 822

Kadena, Okinawa - 6t x 6t
chain link dog pen with gate and
foi

shade cover. $75.00 OBO Call
hris "t 633-6637 or
690-1049-4229.

Photography 830

Courtney,  Okinawa - Hewlett
Packard 1.3 mp digial camera:
Perfect for elementary school

chidren. $40  Call Mike
26235,

Gourtney. Okinawa - Sony Cy.

ber_shot 3.3mega pixel digital

amera wilh 64 m memory lick

and charger. $120° Call Wie
28235,

oster, Okinawa - _Olymy
30 U B, 2.1 e

mail” meyers G0asi.
gt nel o canShe 451

Foster Okinawa - Panasonic
FZ-10. Comes with 64mb card.
U bougnt_this

shanrycon@hotmail.com or call
6d6.2432.

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony digital
camera 1.3 mega pixel, comes
i case, nsnsgions and sxra

ry card. $45 call 6332462

Toys 945

Courtney, Okinawa ing
e bought at the Marne o
shop,_sold wood. Wil sell for

sa:
altinet or call 622-6424

ey, Okinawa - Solid wood
fire engine: perfect_condition.
Great Christmas _present _for
your todder. Bought at Lake-
§novs\eammg com. Wil el m.‘

Fostr Oava -8 1 1 urde
aym T sal: Dont nee

fore, I was used fo

Soriadod but s el contion
§100 Ploase Call 6465757.

Foster, Okinawa - GREAT X-
MAS GIFTI Leap Frog with 4
gamel Like NEW. Pt $40
it yih bagl 6d-o558
nsn 61635036 or email
bskahmwcnas\77ého(maﬂ

E

Foster, Okinawa - Litle Tikes
Cooking Sounds Gourmet Kitch-
- wilh accessories and

Bis.e152

Foster, Oinawa - Swan Lake
Barbie Complter Game: Great
Xmas git ideal In BX $18 yours
for only $10.00 Very cute and
nethng wfong wih i 646.6305

renekanmmms @homall

| |
Are you interesied in supporting
military history not just
. Ljristog A
Freading thout i!

Stars and Stripes, a first amendment newspaper, is the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include:
2 USMC Korea billets (Open Dec 04)
1 USN Tokyo Journalist (immediate vacancy)
1 USN Tokyo (Open Feb 05)
Photo Journalist (Sep 05)
1 USN YNT Tokyo Information Manager
(immediate vacancy)
Your Hometown Newspaper
STARS#STRIPES,

wwwshripes.com

Fostr -
moing 1 Sane
ooy STl

080-6163-5¢ © ot
ebEkahmmhae\77§ho(maM

XMAS reindeer.
5 e
nboxnever
58

Oinawa, - Outdoors

2_Super Tugay

0; Brand new Step
lay hous

Kadena,
S

10
S50 1 inierosed

Kadena, Okinawa - Sellnt
talking Diva Star dolls (N

lexis, Tia, & Summer) and all
thelr accessories. Al of this Is
used but in good shape. Wil sell
all for $15. Cal Mchole at
632.3527

>

Sporting Goods 980 _ | Sporting Goods 980

Pro-Form

Sporting Goods 980

Foster, Qs - 8 s et
sof weights, $49.00, 2 DIN 19
Soke 'sdaprs, $20.00 o
iece amm csom wel “Sits
Ve

Kadena, Okinawa -
Crosswalk

3%

Kinsor,
“Shadow"

Oceanic.

Okinawa -
Mask: Wom

Dve

big dry bag, reguiaior | e-mail at jokad @oasis mediat
bags. Email meyers@oasis.me- | net o
diatinet or call 6454277 m——— L
Jatinet or cal 454277 ___ | agena, Okinawa - Snorke gear | mon @ckinawadiing com
Foster, Okinawa - $60.00 Tram. | very cheap. Spi fin, boolies, a
poline. ltle rust on metal but in | wet sult facemask wih nose
Working congiton. Yo pack and | purge & snorkel wih purge, o
pekup and ifs youts. ke | have been Lse
o0 condilon. Wil sel al Tor
0 “or Wil sell *soparato.
Kadona, Okinava, . Grosebow | Contact me for separal prices
{or slel Gomes with ovenyiing | o ncines, iy oy e Bkt
Jou e 1o work out win, S22 | Hutne@yaheo com ‘or " eal g, Cal 6074580
880 ca 6335515 6330525 oroso 1554 or emal

Kinser, Okinawa - Pro-Form
Walk fun s ecrc Treaa-
mill - $125 OBO. You pick up.

Walkor Karoa T Lio Ties

sking $20.00.  Call
Japan

011-501-7726.
- ik Loapiro | Pl
o e ages 45
Leapirog ik backpack & o of
Baraly used, excellen
cendmon oSl Misse @

164 Gyahad com
Kadena, Okinawa -_Medium ! v
Shentood Sitoueio 5D, gret
conditon. Asking

il iokor a0 8655735

Kadona, O Bo
Glove 2 e wet sl and e
San's1 75680, back orce fin

Snorkel  Tusa
Plaina 525 Mask + el

& Pano Geo new

S v boots $15, Akoa diva
bag uf shoulde et $25 ke
12l 5300080 Call Todd

Kadena, Okinawa - Snorkel el
wilh bag for sale! Set ncludes
mens medium long wet suit
booties size 11, Wo_snorkels,
fippers, and maisk with storage
case, weighis and gloves. Gear u
e ;oo | MoBw, Oy sSd m times
used i, Seling for 120, | Dynamic Gold " 300 sicel
Giileas izaa. YR “Incudos Vi "6l
SRR | hag Originally priced al over
§1,000..great_deal at $399.00

or best offer. Call 011-695-4503.

Yongsan, - Like new Taylor
TP “Tour gl cubs. 3

Kadnea Okinawa - Dive gear

B reca cang3s daps.

Sell it.......Free!

Ad o, truck, maorcycla,
icycle in Siripes freel
o chergsl On il
Up o 7 lines oF freal

1days
Coll Classified DVotD?oy ol 2293276
or e-mail us ot classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil
individuals anly - no dealers!
o B, Tosr: Stary, G- Duly.

STARSK#STRIPES.

dreuborion@swipes oudmil
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2004 Combined Federal Campaign-Overseas

www.cfcoverseas.org

Have you
Made a World of Difference
by contributing to the 2004 CFC-0?

The time is now.

Complete your pledge card today and
support the causes most important to you.

Your 2004 Pledge Card
Combined Federal Campaign-Overseas
Give through 15 December

Make a World of Difference
CFC-O GIVEAWAY

SUPPORT THE CFC-O AND HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF THREE GREAT PRIZES

SECOND PRIZE
somE  GEICO

- eciate Tickets DIRECT
Visit us at GEICO.com
= THIRD for overseas locations
i ha" $1,000 and phone numbers
— Savings Band In the U.S.call
& newcarsales

1-800-947-AUTO
WWW.ENCS.COM

The only cor-buying program created  The 2004 CFC-0 is conducting a Giveaway as part of this year's campaign. By completing a pledge
by the military for the military. card, whether you donate or not, you are eligible to win. Winners will be randomly selected in
Look for us on base. March 2005 and notified by phone and/or in writing by the CFC-0. Enter now and win!
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Wednesday

3 am.—NFL: Kansas City at
nnnessee(zﬂ
AFN-Atian Women's _college
basketball; Loulswana Siate at Minnesota.
Korea, 9:30 a.m.—C-
auege football: Orleans Bowl, North
$8%0s ve- Sauthern MISSISaIppI &t New O
n:

ic, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
IHmmS Ch\cago at Duke.
ARsporis, 5 pm.—Callsoe basketbal: i
nois- Chlcago a( DuK e (did).
FN-Spor .m.—NBA: Denver at Phila-
delphia (d\d)

Thursday

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: LA. Lakers at Se-
attle dld).
tiant

cieveiane:
AFN-Sports, 9:30 a.m.—NBA:

New York.

AR I-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Utah at Phoe-

. 9 am.—NBA: Portland at

Detroit at

%
rts, 5 p.m.—College basketball: De-
orthwcstcrn @0,

Antomio e,

Pau\ at

Orlando at san

es Japan and Korea Standard time;
tes delayed broadcast. Al listings

ubject to change. Visit www.myafn.

for more information.

College basketba

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press'
men's _ college etbail poll,  with
firstplace votes inp

ough Dec. 12,

lr\(s lur a first-place vote through one
QU Sth-place vote and last week's
ing:
Reco Pts P
l Illinois (35) -0 1,748
0 1709
% Gaoran Tech (12) 0 1664
4. Oklahoma St. (3) 1,607
North Camlma 1,426
Wake 1397
uke -0 1360 9
8. Syracuse -1 1339 4
Kentucky -1 1,152 10
Pittsbure -0 1,102 11
Connecticut Lo 7
State 1007 12
Louisville 835 13
Texas 764
15. Arizona 2 688
6. lowa -] 630
17. Alabama -1 576
Washingion 513
19 George Washington 494
20. M\ss\ss:pnl St. 424
21. Michigan St. 370
27, Gonza 3
23 Maryland 2 317
22.irgin, S
25. Cincil i - 215 —
Others ivil s: Marquette 175,
Wisconsin 69, Boston College homa
44, Notre Dame 30, Cre\ghmn 21, Flonda 15,
New Mexico 9, Hawaii 6, Ark Oregon
4, Pacific 4, Miami 3. UAE 3, W\ch'\la 5t.3, 0ld
Dominion 3, Wes ia 2, American U. 1,
Towa St. 1, Wi
AP Men’s Top 25 schedule

Monday's Games
0. Make Forest af Temple
No: 0 s tate af New Orleans
= sdayv%am
No. 7 Duke vs. Illinois-Chicago
No. 13 Louille vs. Nojth Carolina AST

lay's games
No. 3 Georia Tech v, james Madison
No. & Wake Forest v Elon
2 North Garolina State v Louisi-
antiatayete
No. 14 Texas vs. Texas-Arlington
2y's games

No games schedle
iday's games
No games scheduiea

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST
arnegie-Mellon 88, Union, N.Y. 60

East Stroudsburg 79, Green Mnuntam 63
airleigh Dickinson 82, Wa ner 15
rincefon 56, Monmotith,

. Washington Cichersone1
tonaiil 715

‘eshiva 69, cemenary, N.J. 67

Bellarmine 90, Quincy
Ertopher Nepard . Randolph-Macon

oastal Carolina 86, Coker 50
uke 82, Toledo 54

mory & Henry 96, Averett 68
a. International 65, Florida St. 60

UTEP 69, Panhandle St. 44
FAR WEST
Arizona st 75, UC Riverside 53

lara 89
C-pine Biuff 53

A ico 78, St. Edwar
Washington 100, Loyola Marymount 93
TOURNAMENT
Bard College Raptor Classic
d Place
Newbury 67, Bard 62
AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press'
womens “colege. basketbal
first-place vot P
through Dec. 12, total poi on
points for & first-place.vote Shrough one
Dot tor'a Ssth-piace vote and last weak's
ranking:

Record Pts Pvs
. LSU (45) 80 1125
. Stanford 70 105 2
- Duke 81 985 3
Texas 42 98 4
- North Carolina &1 908 5
. Baylor 71 %06 6
(otre Dame 91 8 7
& Connecticut 41 86 8
9, Tennessee 52 791 9
. Ohio St. 81 753 10
1. Michigan St. 81 67 12
2] Texas Tech 51 645 13
3 Minnesota 81 506 16
- Boston College 71 450 17
. Georgia 73 45 11
3 61 416 18
Vanderbilt 71 385 1
Maryland 1039 19
jouston 80 303 2
Purdue 29 21
DePaul %0 15
| Rutgers 51 220 20
. Arizona St. 71 124
owa 109
5. Kansas St. 7:
others receiving votes: Arizona 46, Utah

35,TCU 30, Georgia Tech 26, Oregon 20, Rich-
mond 16, Tusa 16, NC. State 1, Vilanova
10, Wis-Green Bay 7, Charlote 6 fowa St &

Wes(vwrgmwal Chattanooga 3, Florida I, i

Sunday’s women’s scores

Becker 89, Lesley 73
Cazenovia 78, Hartwick 51
artmout attan
East troudsburg 68, Cheyney 50
lizabeth City St. 78, West Liberty 72
a

tonehill &3, Bryant 75, OT
ArkLite Rock 48, MVSU 37

Gearge Washington 69, Va. Common-

eorgetown, Ky. 82, Goshen 42
eorgia 70, Arizona
55 okon st. 56
mpton 56, Norfolk St. 45
acksonville St. 66, N.C: < Wimington 58
entucky 73, Marshall s

w

corola St

v anderhméa

Vake Fores 70, East Caralina 47
MIDWI

Cent. Michigan 75, IIl-Chicago 64

Concordia, Moor. 77, St. Mary’s, Minn. 76,

Evansuile 84 Ballst. 73
th 72 Sothwest st. Minn. 63
Mu:h. 79.Akr
Purdue 74, W. Michigan 4
W mmmseo N. lllinois ss
ockford 74
We M\Iwaukee 74 Northwestern 60
Texas A&M 96, MeNeese o s« o
Texas Tech 86, Mississippi
Texas,san Antonio 41 Texas Southern 33
Tulsa 55, Georgia Tec

Galifornia 63, Long sseach St.64

Stanford 80, San Francisco 51

TOURNAMENT

West Chester 60, MacoLawell 51

College football

Bowl glance

Tuesday, Dec
New orleans Sowl

rthTeas 5 vs. Sotthern Mississippi
pruesday.Dec.2t

Georgia Tech (69 vs, yracuse (6:5)
Wednesday, Dec. 22
MAC Bowl
, Ala,
uts $750,000
Memphis (8- 3) vs . Bowing Green (83)
Fort Worth Gexas) Bowt
Payout: $750,000
Cincinnati (6-5) vs. Marshall (6-5)
Las Vegas Bowl

ayout: $57!
Wyoming (6-5) vs. UCLA (6-5)

iay, Dec.
Hawali Bowl
At Honolulu

UAB (7-4) vs. Haywa 5

7-
ionday,
MPC Computers Bowl
At Boise, Idaho

Payout: $750,000
Fresno State (8-3) vs, Virginia (8-3)
Motor Bowl
Atat iac, Mich.
Payout: $750,000
Toledo (9-3) vs. Connecticut (7-4)
Tuesday, Dec. 28

n
(Ohio) (8-4)

Bowl
L hnoents

lowa state (G2 o5 Mz

ut: $750,
Oregon Siate (s 5)5:5 Notre Dame (6-5)
nous«nn  Bowl

n
ado (7-5)

it: $1.
Texas-El Paso (.5 V5. Col
‘Alamo Bowl
o520 Antonks
n
Ohio State (7 4) vs Ok\ahom}g State (7-4)

Contmental T Bowl
At Charotts L

Boston Colloge’ 63 ve: North Carolina
(65)

Emerald Bowl
AtSan Francisco
Payout: $7"
New Mexico (7-4) vs. Navy (9-2)
Holiday Bowl
t San Diego
Payout: $2 million
California (10-1) vs. Texas Tech (7-4)
Valley

25

Asanlose,

ut: $750,000
Troy (7-4) vs. Nnm\em  linols (83)

Alabama (6-5) vs.

Sun Bow

(At elpaso, Te

Payout: $1.5

Purdue (7-4)vs, Arizona State (5:3)
Liberty Bowl

phis, Tenr
Payout: S1.33 millon
Boise State (11-0) vs, Louisville (10-1)
Peach Bowl

_.§

‘At balas
out: §3 mi
Tennessee (&2 3) vt Texas A&M -4)
1'
152 milion
Wisconsin (554 s, Georgia (92
aia e

S SEE mihon
Florida State (5 yo. W

owa 62V 0oL 53

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Cali
Payout: $14.5 million
Michigan (52) s, Texas (10-1)
okt Tempe Ar
out: $15-14 miio
Utah 110 vs pi sbur?h &5

Southern Caﬁ(lz -0) \IS Dklalhsoma (12:0)
ﬂlmn CI s'slc

North vs. Sout
East-West Shrine Classic
AtSan Francisco
East vs. West
Saturday, Jan. 22
Hula Bowl
. At Maui, Hawail
Aina vs. Kai 7.
Saturday, Jan. 29
nior Bowl
AtMobile, Ala.
North vs. South

Division I-AA playoffs

1shil
At Finley Shdlllm/lnvegnlmn Field
James Madison (12-2) vs. Montana 12-2)
Division 11l playoffs
Championship
Sllurdl‘] De:. 18
At S Stadium

Mary Hardin-Baylor (13-1) vs Linfield, Ore.
(12-:0)
NAIA playoffs
Championship

in County, Tenn.
stz)rranms nd. (030 Ve. Carroll, Mont.

Target World

dividual weight-class results
¢ Barton, Kinnick; 2
M\keyGu\I'mle,Si

ey T T
Kmmgk‘ 3 Matt Bohan, Zama: Plerom

Yoshiya Morita CAL 2 Thomas £l
ary’s; 3, Adam Godirey, Zama; 4,
] + Rodriguez, Kinnick,

dan Foxwell,
oK Fareki

2, Anthon,

il Mary's,{

Edgren: 2. Shaun
Cott Macri, King: 4,

B Rysinge
& ‘lnme ee.

B Hcmstuman ing.

135 g5t Mary's: 2, Menvin
lotnez. Kmmc o Mt Ells, ASLI 4, Matt
Heitstdman, Ki

1411, Ke"u nougnty, Kinnick: 2, Blake Mc-
Collom, ASJ; 3, Daniel Zinke, CAJ; 4, Vincent
Bt & ref.

wak, St. Mary's; 2, Victor Lee,
Edgren 3 N\ckvwl\asana Zama; 4, Kevin Ko*

o Clbylka, Kinnick: 2, Sonny
Libero, St. Marys 3. chris Johnson, Zamat
Andrew Brown, K
e oo Kin
g, St Mary's; 5 Steve edericdan Rk
R Rhoas 6o

ot sze\ Kac"mnnv. St. Man
; 3 Adam Qe
mcw Joevaganch, daren.

mes Scott, Yok
WSk, Edoreht 5 Eoan Bales Edgron 4, Rodr
erick Yhomas Kinnic
feavyweight—1, David Burnett, Zama; 2,
Tim Jacobsson, ASIJ; 3, Justin Planty, Zama:
4, Randall Pe\leher. Yokota,
I(e‘lball

s S
St. Mary’s Inl‘l AZ Iama Amencan 36
‘Zama, Japan
Halftime—St. Mary's 19< Zama 14; quarter
scores not avail
Leading scorers—5t. Mary's, Guilfoile 10,
Chang 10; Zama, Will Badillo 12, Miguel Vega

eSS pasketball

irday’s summaties
Robert . [dgnn 54, Zama American 49
wa,

Dustin

16 19 10-54
KrystineHors-
Ie ephanie Patrick 9, "Samantt
nson 3 22t Jiftant gt Lo i Le:
gaspl]l Kate shicks 10, kat Schultz s Lead:
reodunders Kate Shicks 12, Kat
8 Wit &
ile C. Klnnukn £ King 45
sebo Naval Base, iapan
Halftime—Kinnick 26, King' 23; Quarter
scores nol avalable.

Eigren
Leadmg scorers— edgren,
18,

scorers—Kinnick, _ Lualhati
Juhnsnn 7, Tam e 15, Jasmine Jor-
4; King, Bi 230, Erica Alexander

Atsherwood, cnumry Cub
Thousand Oaks Cal

Purse: $5.25 mill
Vavdage.rs.!u yavds. Par: 11

i
a%surioen 5. Loading rebounder
5--Kinnick, Chioe smiih 11, Tamia Lynce
Jasmine Jordan 7, As} elin 7, Are'l
Brown 6, Assists— Kinnick. Tamika Lynce 5.
Steals—kinnick, Tamika Lynce 9, Jasmine

e Matthew C. perry 25
e . perry
o Nawat bace,

le C. Kir
A saseb
-~ Kinnick %58 15; quarter
scores no(a
P Ao i innick, Tamika Lynce
u connnenayg Are'l Brown 7, Sarah Green-
Tebounders—Kinni

y 6. Assists —Kinnick, Lualhati Johnson .

Tiger Woods, 268
Fadralg o son, ST b 210
SN ionizomene, s4tr 500 271

Miguel A Jimenez, $290,000 273
im Furyk $240000 276
Stewart Cink, $220.000 278
Viay Singh, 206,000 2719
Fred Couplés, $205, 707170279
Chad Campbeil, $150,000 280
Chris DiMarco, $185,000 281
John Daly, $172,500 287
Davis Love Il $172.500 282
Kenny perry, 165000 284
Todd Hamilton, $155,000 289
Stephen Ames, $155,000 472-289

College soccer

Division | men’s tournament

Men's College Cup
AtThe Home Depot ‘Center

s
Friday, De bec. 10

Indiana 3, Maryland 2, 0T

UC Santa Barbara 5, Duke 0
Champ

a 1, UG Santa Barbara 1, Indiana
WO 5 B0 penaly Rcke

High school

Japan

Salurday ms
CHLE e
ZWYoknla Vreaslyle nvl tional

1 5t. Man
nick, ama
can School In Japan and n ber
2 & Christian Academy n Japan.
Yokota, 13; 8, E.J. Kin

s IR tona S 2, ile

rt . Edgren,
T,

TANK MCNAMARA

-Cl
farylar ~Asheville 72
iami 80, Massachusetts 53
orfolkSt.

the Loyola.f chicago 60
R Dornimon b1, Fast Caronng
aouth Alabama i7, A Vonticeio 62

g8 o, gt Charleston s6

Bemidi St 74, Upper | owa 53

Towa St. 93, How:

iten Dt 5. Southwest st Ming. 66
Missouri Valley &1, Columbia, Wo. 7

uri st. 93, Clarke 69

NW Missol rl
raska:Keamey o5, CSU-Pucblo 3
Pittsburg St. 76,
TWEST
TCU 65, ST

Toraesan Antonio 72, jouisiana Tech 71
Tulsa 97, Prairie View 4

THE COMMISSIONER 15 BACK FROM
His MEETING WITH BEER INC!

CUTTID‘A OFF
15 OVER ACTUALLY INCREASES

ACT, BESRINC"S RESEARCA
THE SAME THING

GATHER BEER
gl plast Ve i
TIME BUYS.

ine Jordan 4, Tamika
tetea
Yokota 61, Christian Academy In Japan 39
At Tokyo

Quarter sores o not available.

Leadin Yokt Andrevia_Tho-

mas 1 ictoria Sand-
s ICAl, Relsey Mabuida 13, Megan Just

Saturday’s non-DODDS sc
Amen:zr‘\ ]Schm\ INJapan 48, Yokonama n-

lay's summaries
Robert D. Edgrén 4. Zama American 42
W ishwa A Sage, lapan
zama 51415 13-42
Edgren S8 booa
Leading scorers- it 24,
ng feboundors—Zama, Tifant Wright
158 Shicks ot schus 5.
Nile C. Kinnick 70, E.. King 49
iaval Base, Japan
117 10-70
ng 10 10-49
eading scorers—Kinnick, asmine Jordan
14, Lualhati John: Lynce 10,

AteTBrown g fana. Brica Alexander 2¢ krls:
tia Suriben 15, Bianca Cruz 1

Weekend transactions
BASEBALL
American m‘?ul

cheveaw "INDiRNs. Recured
Arthur Rhodes from
CEmion: Named Nick Kenney-assistant agh:
fetic trainer.

"TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Acquired RHP Chad
Gaudin from Tampa Bay B VOr C Kevm Cash.

ATLANTA awre Dan
Ko from Mithaukes for RHF j0s¢ Capenan
and a player to be paret,

STROS— Announced _ RHP
Roder Clemens actaoted Sa rbiration,

lonal %aslmball Association
Defek Fiaher-of the nfored 1ot Activated &
Dl Fiores from the pikred ot

SEATTLE SUPERSONICS—Placed C Rober!
Syt B barmien ks on the Iiored
fist, Activated G Ronald Murray and C Vitaly
Potapenko rom (he injured |

UTAH JAZZ—Placed C Jarron Colli e
€"Curtis Borchardt

e

njoreg. Acum ted
from the mlured lis

ationa) Fogthall League
NEL—SuShended K W Bad Boston
for four Games for testing positve for ste-
AGO BEARS—Signed G Bryan Ander-

son Walved L8 cor%( Jenkins.
W placed T chris Terry

on Tl
fom e ractcs Sas
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Pedro, Mets close
to four-year deal

RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Pedro
Martinez closed in on a four-year
deal with the New York Mets, and
the Boston Red Sox resigned
themselves Monday to losing the
three-time Cy Young Award win-
ner.

“He was a great member of the
Red Sox team for seven years,
and a certain Hall of Famer,” Red
Sox president Larry Lucchino
told The Associated Press in an
e-mail. “He will be missed, and
we are disappointed to have lost
him to the Mets and the National
League.”

Martinez’s agent, Fernando
Cuza, told the Mets he would at-
tempt to work out a deal with
them after New York guaranteed
a fourth year, a person involved

in the talks said on condition of an-
onymity.

Mets general manager Omar
Minaya expressed confidence
about the negotiations with Mar-
tinez, but wouldn’t detail the dis-
cussions.

Minaya then left baseball’s win-
ter meetings and returned to New
York, and the sides will work by
telephone to finalize the contract
language.

Martinez helped pitch Boston
to its first World Series title since
1918, but Red Sox general manag-
er Theo Epstein refused to in-
crease the team’s offer in the past
two days.

Martinez, 33, also must pass a
physical before the Mets com-
plete the deal.

New York initially offered a
$37.5 million, three-year contract
with a $12.5 million team option
for 2008.

Pitcher Pedro Martinez neared
reaching a four-year deal with the
New York Mets on Monday.

Boston’s final proposal was a
$30.5 million, three-year deal that
contained a club option for 2008,
a baseball official said, also on
condition of anonymity. The
Mets’ offer was thought to be for
$56 million over four years, the of-
ficial said.

AP Sports Writer Jimmy Golen contribut-
ed to this report

Seattle trying to close deal for
Sexson as winter meetings end

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Seat-
tle Mariners tried to close a deal
with Richie Sexson while the Bal-
timore Orioles also pursued the
free-agent slugger Monday at
baseball’s winter meetings.

A Seattle executive told an
agent that the Mariners thought
they were close to agreement on a
three-year contract with Sexson.
An official of another team that
had sought the first baseman said
the deal being discussed aver-
aged about $11 million.

Sexson’s agent, Casey Close,
said that Seattle and Baltimore
were still competing for Sexson.

“Nothing is conclusive at this
moment. We'll have to see where
this thing goes the next 24, 48
hours,” Close said. “Its all specu-
lative as to what people’s perspec-
tives are.”

With the meetings wrapping up
Monday, teams appeared more
concerned about setting up the
groundwork for future deals than
actually finalizing swaps and con-
tracts.

Late Sunday night, the Toronto
Blue Jays and free-agent third
baseman Corey Koskie reached
preliminary agreement on a $17
million, three-year contract.

Carlos Beltran’s agent dis-
cussed the All-Star center fielder
with the Yankees. New York gen-
eral manager Brian Cashman
said he hadn’t made an offer to
Beltran.

Oakland discussed trading Tim
Hudson to Los Angeles, Boston
and St. Louis both went after
shortstop Edgar Renteria, Tampa
Bay talked with Juan Gonzalez
and Anaheim attempted to reel in
pitcher Matt Clement.

“There’s really no movement
forward but none backward since
yesterday,” Angels general man-
ager Bill Stoneman said, describ-
ing his team’s situation in words

Free agent roundup

that c,ould be applied to the whole
indust

Smce the ‘meetings opened Fri-
day, just three trades and three
signings have been announced.
Arizona reached a preliminary
agreement Sunday on a one-year
deal with shortstop Royce Clay-
ton worth about $1.3 million, and
Cleveland and second baseman
Jose Hernandez signed off Mon-
day on a $1.8 million, one-year
agreement, contingent on a physi-
cal.

There was just one trade Sun-
day, with the Blue Jays sending
catcher Kevin Cash to Tampa Bay
for right-hander Chad Gaudin.

1t's not like the old days, when
Jack McKeon and Roland He-
mond set up shop ready to wheel
and deal. In the age of e-mail, cell
phones, complex guarantee lan-
guage, physicals and insurance,
what used to be done with a hand-
shake now needs lawyers and doc-
tors to chime in.

Even when teams do make
deals, they don’t announce them
until each clause in the letter of
agreement has been approved
and the last X-ray perused.

“I remember when I first start-
ed going to winter meetings,
there were a lot more trades
made, especially in the lobby of
the hotel,” New York Mets gener-
al manager Omar Minaya said.
“It's just a different day and age.”

After meeting with agent Scott
Boras, Cashman thought would
take a while to work out a deal for
Beltran, likely to get the largest
contract of the winter.

“We're barely out of the start-
ing blocks on this,” Cashman
said.

The key date in the Beltran
talks might be Jan. 8 — the last

day he can re-sign with the Hous-
ton Astros.

Anaheim appeared confident of
adding pitching.

“We’re going to get something
done,” Stoneman said. “We just
don’t have it done. You have to be
patient. When all’s said and done,
we'll help ourselves in the ’pen.
When all’s said and done, we'll
help ourselves in the rotation.”

Oakland manager Ken Macha
was prepared to lose Hudson,
who with Mark Mulder and Barry
Zito combined to form a rotation
that kept the Athletics in conten-
tion.

“I realize you're trading a pitch-
er with a .700 win percentage if
it’s Hudson. I don’t see where this
situation is any different than
moving Jason Giambi or Miguel
Tejada,” he said. “We rely on our
farm system. It seems like every
year there’s somebody going out.
We've been able to survive in
every situation quite well.”

Dodgers general manager Paul
DePodesta said Oakland hadn’t
agreed to a deal with him.

“My understanding is they’re
still dealing with a lot of teams.
They’re exploring their options,”
he said. “They’re not ready to do
something yet.”

Koskie’s deal is subject to an
agreement on contract language
and the infielder passing a physi-
cal, a baseball official familiar
with the negotiations said on con-
dition of anonymity.

The 31-year-old Canadian hit
.251 with 25 homers and 71 RBIs
last season for the Minnesota
Twins. He batted .276 with 26
homers and 103 RBIs in 2001, but
his games decreased from 153
that year to 140 the following sea-
son, 131 in 2003 and 118 this year.

n Toronto, Koskie will take
over at third base from Eric Hin-
ske, the 2002 AL Rookie of the
Year. Toronto either will move
Hinske to first base or trade him.

Woods meets Challenge
after disappointing year

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. —
Tiger Woods didn’t say anything
new about his game.

He said it was great to see the
changes in his swing start coming
together. He said he no longer
had a long checklist of swing
thoughts when he stood over the

ball.

He said he was close.

Only now, Woods has some tro-
phies to prove it.

With perhaps the most com-
plete round of his season, Woods
missed only one green and two
fairways Sunday to close with a
S-under 66 and win the Target
World Challenge by two shots
over Padraig Harrington.

“Every shot I wanted to hit, I
hit,” Woods said.

He played the final 32 holes at
Sherwood Country Club without a
bogey and finished at 16-under
268, earning $1.25 million that he
donated to his foundation.

For a guy who couldn’t do
much right this year — no PGA
Tour stroke-play wins for the first
time in his career, no majors for
the second straight season —
Woods can’t seem to do anything
wrong heading into the short off-
season.

It was his second straight
stroke-play title, both after the
PGA Tour season ended.

Late last month, he won the
Dunlop Phoenix on the Japanese

Tiger Woods,
father Earl after winning the Tar-
get World Challenge on Sunday in
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

right, hugs his

tour by going wire-to-wire for an
eight-shot victory. On Sunday, he
quickly erased a two-shot deficit
to Colin Montgomerie, pulled
ahead of Harrington with a bold
drive and perfect pitch, then held
off the Irishman by not missing a
shot.

He must be excited for the 2005
season to get here.

“I am,” Woods said. “After the
Tour Champlonshlp, and going
into it, it was exciting that the
things I had been working on
started to come together. It's nice
not to have a big laundry list out
there. I have a key thought here
and there and hit a golf shot.”

Bryant accuses Malone
of making pass at his wife

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Another
Kobe conflict for the Lakers.

Bryant has accused Karl Mal-
one of making a pass at his wife at
a game last month.

Talking before Los Angeles’
105-98 victory over Orlando on
Sunday night, Bryant said he felt
betrayed by a man he considered
a friend.

“He was like a mentor, like a
brother to me, so when

Sports briefs

Indiana captures another
men’s soccer title
CARSON, Calif. — Jay Nolly
saved two penalty kicks and Indi-
ana won its second straight NCAA
Men’s College Cup title Sunday,
beating UC Santa Barbara 3-2 in a
penalty kick shootout.

like that happens, you're upset,
you're hurt,” Bryant said.

He said he called Malone and
told him, “Stay away from my
wife. What's wrong with you?
How could you?”

Malone was not available for
comment Sunday, but agent
Dwight Manley said Malone told
him he had never made a pass at
Bryant’s wife, that he was sur-
prised by the accusation, and that
he then apologized to both Bryant
and his wife for any remarks she
might have considered inappro-
priate.

“Karl’s response to Kobe’s com-
ments today is that he’s a basket-
ball player and not a soap opera
actor and he doesn’t intend to be
involved in a personal soap
opera,” Manley said of his client.

Asked if there might have been
a misunderstanding, Bryant said,
“What he said is what he said. T
believe in my heart that it wasn’t
a misunderstanding.”

The teams were tied 1-all after

ion and two 10-minut
overtime periods, forcing the
shootout.

The second-seeded Hoosiers
won for the 10th time in 11 games
and earned their seventh NCAA
title, the first under coach Mike
Freitag, who replaced Jerry Yea-
gley this season.

World Cup win No. 6 for Miller

SESTRIERE, Italy — World
Cup leader Bode Miller won a sla-
lom Monday to join Marc Gi-
rardelli as the only men to win
races in all four disciplines in a
season.

The American won for the sixth
time in 10 World Cup races by fin-
ishing two runs down the 2006
Olympic course in a combined 1
minute, 39.03 seconds.

Silvan Zurbriggen of Switzer-
land was next, 1.27 seconds be-
hind. Kalle Palander of Finland
was third, 1.41 seconds back.

Miller has won slalom, giant sla-
lom, super-G and downhill races
in a span of just 16 days.
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Bobcats still looking
for first road victory

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Gold-
en State Warriors finally put to-
gether a strong second half and
avoided becoming the first team
to lose at home to the Charlotte
Bobcats.

Jason Richardson scored 24
points to help the Warriors keep
the Bobcats winless on the road
with a 99-87 victory on Sunday
night.

“This was a game unlike any
we've had this year where we
played well in the second half,”
Troy Murphy said. “There are no
easy wins in this league.”

Murphy had 17 points for the
Warriors, who outscored Char-
lotte 53-35 in the second half.
Cliff Robinson added a sea-
son-high 21 points, Speedy Clax-
ton had 18 points and seven steals
and Mike Dunleavy grabbed a
season-high 14 rebounds.

“Alot of games have been close
enough at the end and we can’t
pull it off,” Richardson said. “To
fight for the lead and gain it is
good for us.”

Emeka Okafor had 21 points
and 13 rebounds for the Bobcats,
‘who lost their fourth straight and
fell to 0-10 away from home.

“It’s a loss but we’re competi-
tive,” Okafor said. “It’s great en-
tertainment. It’s not ‘ho-hum, try-
ing to stay awake.’ Sooner or later
we have lo pull out some of these
darn wins.”

Okafor has recorded 10 straight
double-doubles, the longest streak
by a rookie since Tim Duncan had
10 straight in 1997-98.

Shaquille O’Neal had
15 gdme streak in the 1992-93 sea-

*Jason Kapano added 17 points
for Charlotte, while the newly ac-
quired Kareem Rush had 13.
“We started a little flat but our
back-ups gave us some good ener-

gy,” Golden State coach Mike
Montgomery said. “They hustled
up and down the floor and we
needed that.”

Charlotte point guard Brevin
Knight dished out 11 assists in
front of his former coach. Knight
was Montgomery’s first major re-
cruit at Stanford and helped lead
the Cardinal into the Sweet 16 for
the first time in school history dur-
ing his senior year.

The Bobcats lost guard Keith
Bogans with 8 minutes left when
he was helped off the court with a
sprained right ankle.

The Warriors can empathize

with the Bobcats and their futility
on the road. They're one of four
teams with only one road victory,
and that came at Charlotte on
Nov. 13, Montgomery’s first NBA
victory.
Golden  State overcame a
10-point deficit to take the lead
late in the third quarter, 67-64, on
Murphy’s three-point play with
4:27 left. The Warriors took ad-
vantage of seven Charlotte turn-
overs in the first eight minutes of
the second half. The Bobcats com-
mitted 26 for the game.

“When we needed to be good,
we were bad,” Charlotte coach
Bernie Bickerstaff said. “We
ended with 26 (turnovers) and
we've been averaging about 10 on
this road trip.”

Charlotte led for most of the
first half, taking the lead late in
the first quarter when Gerald
Wallace, who had a career-high
13 rebounds, hit an 18-foot jump-
er for a 21-19 advantage.

Trail Blazers 98, Jazz 88: At
Portland, Ore., Zach Randolph
had 23 points. and seven rebounds
to help Portland avenge an over-
time loss in Utah two nights earli-
er.
The Blazers led by as many as
11 points, but the Jazz narrowed

Charlotte Bobcats’ Emeka Okafor,
right, shoots over the Golden
State Warriors’ Troy Murphy in
the first half on Sunday.

the gap and even took a
short-lived lead late in the third
quarter before Portland seized
control.

Derek Anderson and Dam
Stoudamire each added 15 pomls
for the Blazers.

Raja Bell had 21 points for the
Jazz, who lost their fourth
straight on the road. Matt Har-
pring added 19 and Mehmet Okur
had 15 points and 12 rebounds.

Lakers 105, Magic 98: J
maine Jones hit seven threeoint-
ers — six during his 22-point sec-
ond quarter — and finished with
25 points for Los Angeles.

Kobe Bryant had 23 points,
eight rebounds and six assists,
hours after accusing former team-
mate Karl Malone of making a
pass at his wife.

The Lakers’ balanced scoring
overcame a 27-point, 13-assist
game by Orlando’s Steve Francis.
Grant Hill added 16 points for the

agic.
Chris Mihm had 25 points and
14 rebounds for the Lakers.

Krzyzewski joins
100 club with win

The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. Mike
Krzyzewski avoids any contact
with the outside world before a
game, a long-standing ritual that
allows him to prepare mentally
for the task ahead.

e made a rare exception Sun-
day, making a phone call to the
man who hired him at Duke,
former athletic director Tom But-

ers.

“I did talk to Tom,” Krzyzewski
said, “to say thanks.”

Later, on a court that bears his
name, Coach K became the sixth
active coach to reach 700 victo-
ries, watching as Shelden Will-
iams finished with 18 points and
15 rebounds to help the
ninth-ranked Blue Devils beat To-
ledo 82-54.

A rough first three seasons at
the school left Krzyzewski with a
38-47 record, but Butters stuck
with him. That support has contin-
ued throughout his 25 years at
Duke, even during two brief mus-
ings about leaving for the NBA.

“T wonder, ‘How lucky was I7’ ”
Krzyzewski said. “At 38-47, some-
body’s got to be there for you.
Duke’s always been there for me,
and I'll always be there for
Duke.”

Durmg a brief ceremony after
the Krzyzewski ed
Several | people within the pro-
gram, including current and past
players, and the Cameron Crazies
who pack Cameron Indoor Stadi-
um every game.

He also gave a nod to former
coach and mentor Bob Knight,
the only one to reach 700 faster
than Krzyzewski. Both started
their careers with successful ten-
ures at Army, where Krzyzewski
played under Knight.

“ really thought about Coach

\. Men’s Top 25

Roundup

Knight and Tom Butters,” Krzyze-

wski said. “There’s a reason why

somebody’s n aplace they are all
e time. Those two people

been unbelievable for my develop-

ment.

“If T didn’t touch them in my
life, I would not have touched so
many others. I realize that.”

JJ. Redick scored 14 points
and Daniel Ewing added 13 for
the Blue Devils (6-0).

The Blue Devils hadn’t played
in eight days, an exam-induced
layoff that led to some eXpecled
rustiness in the first The
Rockets (1-4) made their flrst five
shots and led 10-2, quieting the
Cameron Crazies for a bit.

An 11-0 run gave Duke the lead
for good, and the second half was
nothing more than a countdown
to the inevitable. Toledo went
more than 8 minutes without a
basket.

No. 8 North Carolina 109, Loy-
ola of Chicago 60: At Chapel
Hill, N.C., Jawad Williams scored
17 points and was one of six North
Carolina players in double fig-
w

res.

Rashad McCants and Marvin
Williams each added 16 points for
the Tar Heels (7-1), who shot 58
percent from the ﬁeld in their sev-
enth straight game

Blake Schilb scored 15 points to
lead the Ramblers (2-6).

No. 16 Washington 100, Loyo-
la Marymount 93: At Los Ange-
les, Nate Robinson had 28 points
and Tre Simmons added a ca-
reer-high 26 for the Huskies
(7-1), who are off to their best
start in seven seasons.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
tic Diy n

L Pt GB
New York 10 10 50 —
oston 1o
Philadelphia 12 400
New Jersey 13350 3
Toronto 16 304 an
Southeast Division
Miami 1507 68 -
Washington 126 667 1
Orlando 650 1
Charlotte 9
Atlan 10
Cleveland -
roi 2
Indiana v 2
Milwaukee 233 5
Chicago w2 7

Western Conference
Southwest Division

san Antonio
Dallas.

Phoeni
Sacramento
LA. Lakers

LA, Clippers
Golden State

unday's
New York 107, Derer 56
Miami 106, Toronto 98

‘Washington 88, New Orle:

ans 69
adelpha 17, Milwauikee 101

Port
BoTden State 03, Charlotte 87
LA. Lakers 105, Orlando 98

day's games

Washington S e
Cleve\and at Memphis
Dallas at Chicago,
Orlania at o
Boston at LA Clippers
Derver Pt

rieans at Charlot
Melana 5t A

o
Orlando at San Antonio
Utah at Phoenix

Sunday
Knicks 107, Nuggets 96
Eﬁ ~— Anthony 7-23 12-16 26, Martin
E (iamb y 6-10 9-12 21, Buckner 2-3

Mohammet
. Marbury
Houston 3-11 33 9, Ariza 3-5

fouls—Denver 17, New York 29. A—19763
(19,763).

HeM 106, Raptors 98

E.Jones 1-5 1-3 3, Haslem 6-8 57
1 ONe §1375% 50, D dones 68 5 1
/ade 8-17 4-5 20, Butler 5-8 0-111, Dol \ez:lﬁ
0-22, Dooling. 34007‘ Laettner 56 0-010. T
talsi2re 1301
Peterson 682317, Bosh 7-13
1495 Woods 57 157, Rose 320 4475, A
$lon7132:219, Marshill 210569, Murray
2-62-2 6, Bonner 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-77 17-23

18 36 23 20-106

Tor
Toronto coach Mitchell. A~ 19205 (19,600

Wizards 88, Hornets 69

NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 0-7 0-00, Freije 17

own 39 7-9 13, Wesley 4-8 4-4 12,

Garcia 3- 70,06 Harrington 4954 5 1, Ander:

sen 2:5 4-68, Dickau 4-12 5-6 14, Edwards 0-2
35 Totais o 25—30 I

WASHINGTON n 7-14 3:4 17, Jef-

fries 2 sg Eofo) Hughes

0.5 Bixon 5.6 6018 Foclr 0.0 .0 & Walker
0. Totals 35-86 15-20 5,
New .:‘_)rluns Byl le-6

as}
e Rt Goals—New Orleans 5:15 (rar-
rington 13, Dickau 1-, Lyngh 0-, relje 0-1
Garcia 02), Washington 3-18 (Dixon 1-3;
Highes 13, Arenas 1-4, Profit 0-1, Hayes 0
AamlsenDA) Fouled ot~ Walkef. e ound”
so-New Orleans si (P Brown, Andersen 10y,

18,
NSt e e vork 37 hiatpurs 15 Fotn

leans 14 (Harrington &), Washington 17 (Are-

nas 6). Total fouls—New Orleans 17, Wash-
ington 24. A—13,969 (20,674).

76ers 107, Bucks 101

Milwaukee 2229 24 26-101
Philadelphia 26 24 24 33-107
Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 6-14 (Redd

36, Mames 27 Gil 13, Phiadelohia 111

g 17, Mekie 0.1, Ivers

a

Suric 130,

sists. \\wauk

phia 20 (verson m) Total fouls—Milwaukee

51, B Technicals—philadel.

i, befensive Thee “Second: A~ 1a1e

Trail Blazers 98, Jazz 88
arpring 713 56 19, Boozer 59
2212,0kur0127 UlS,BeI\ 10-16 0-0 21, Ar-
fov0 £170.0 12, Humpiics

Chardt 04112 1 Snyaer 00.0:0 0 Lopéz 0.2

0:00, Giricek 2-3 2-26, Eisley 0-0 0:0 0. Totals
35711722

AND — Abdur-Rahim 4-9.4-4 13, Ran-

dolph 5-10 1314 23, Ratiiff 0-1 00 0, Ander-

sone82315 Stoudamire 6-16 2-2 15, Patter-

-6 22 10, Telfair 2-6 3-5 8, Miles 4-8 2-4

1 wzymna 122 2-4 4, Carlisle 0-00-0 0, Out-

0-00-
law 0-0'0-0 0. Totals 31-66 30-37 98.

g3
338
=
5

a
folls—Ota 35 Portiand - 24 Tec
e ok pattérson. A15.803 (15950

Warriors 99, Bobcats 87

TTE — Okafor 10-19 13 21, Kapono
08T Srezec 3700 6, Hart 35006

17446, Bogan: 0, Wallace 3-8
(EER ARG SHH

87.
‘GOLDEN STATE — Murphy §.16 1-1 17, Dun-
9,CRobinson8-13 L1 21, Rch-
4, Claxton 513 6-12 1

ey 63.6:00, Foyle 03

o—on Najera 15855 Tota\séo DD,
19-87
ss

GottenSate B s
Toree Point Goals- chiarotte 7 (kapony
s 0-D, Golden State 6- 18

unleavy Richardsor
s 04 Fouled ot

ds—Charlotte 59 (Okafor,

13), Golden State 50 (Dunleavy 15).
2L (knight 1), Gold

(Claxton 6). Total fouls—Charlotte

N X
Defensive Three Second. A—14,023 (19,596).

Lakers 101, Magic 98

ORLANDO — Hill 8-13 0-0 16, Howard 5-8 1-1
11, Battie 3-6 2-2 8, Mobley 517 0-0 13, Fran-
SR 1T027 Tukoolu 27126, Garrity 36
098 Kas! 0 2:3 004, Nel-
son 19330 0" Bradiey 14 0:0 2 Totals 41-84

s Butler 0-4 00 0, 0dom 5.9

ant 623 1115

wn

jones 9-11 0:0 25, ivac 13 0.0,
Walton0- 20:00. Totals 37 s aa s,

AnBBU-%

L Lakers
Tivacpornt Gosls—oriandb i (1
3-10, Garrity 22, Turkogly 12, Francls e 27,
LA Lakers 10-21 Gones 7.8, 0dom
ins 12 Brown 1.3 Bryant
Butier 0.2, Cook 03).
Boundsriondo 4 (sat A, Lab
55 (Mihm 14). Assists—Orlando 30 (Francis
13y LA Lakers 26 @ron ) Total fouls- Or:
ndo 25, L.A. Lakers 17, Technicals—Bryant.
AZI8357 g
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[ NFL scoreboard

American Conference

Eas
LT P
x-New England 1210
NY, Jets io
Buffalo 60
Miami 10
South
x-Indianapolis 103 0 769 454
J cksur\vl\l 6 0 .538 220 228
8 0 38 250 312
Tennessee 8 0 .333 231 294
North
X-F Pmsburgn 121 0 .923 290 190
Baltime 50 615 170 205
Cincinnati 70
Cleveland W 'JD 0 231 2‘7 345
e
San Diego 1030 4769 370 262
enver 5 0 615 794 229
Kansas City g0 SR
©Oakland 9 0 .308 244 363
National Conference
East
WL
x-Philadelphia 1210 913 357 195
Dallas 80 3&5 2 S 355
N.Y. Giants 80
‘Washington h 90 JDG 133 213
out
x At\amz 10 3 0 .769 267 252
7 0 .462 269 264
Newor\eans 8 0 .385 280 357
8 0 .385 257 234
North
Green Bay 50 615334 307
Minnesota 5 0 53838313
ICa%ﬂ 8 0 .385 199 257
Detroit 8 0 .385 231 285
West
Seattle 6 0 .538 305 289
2t Louis 70 a6 260 325
Arizona 9 0 .308 220 284
San Francisco 11 0 .154 229 364

x-clinched division
Atlanta 35, 0

jega 31, Talnpa Bay
Phladeiphia 17: Washington 14
tonday’s game

Kansascwtya{TennessEe

irday’s games
bittsburgh at VY. Eints

Washington at San Francisco

Carolina at Atlant
Sinday, Dec. 19
uston at Chicag:

nver at Kar:
Buffalo at Cincinnal
Dallas at Philadelpl

iz
ns at Tampa Bay
Jacksonville at Green Bay
Tennessee at Oaklan
Bartimore at Indianapolis

tonday, Dec. 20
New England'at Mam!

Sunday

Falcons 35, Raiders 10
Daklanﬂ 3 00 7-10
0217 7-35

rst Quarter

Oak—FG Jamkowskl 52, 4:59.
Second Quarter

ANfDuckell ZB run (Feely k k), 8:47.

Ati—Duckett 2run (Feely kick), 2

At\fcoleman 35 m(ercED ion return (Feely.

Kick), 1
Third Quarter
Ati—Duckett 47un (Feely Kck),5:31
Fourth Quarter

Al-uckett Lrun (Feely kick)

 Qak=Crockett 1" run” Ganikowski ki,
A=70616.
oak At
First dow 18 23
TotalNet vards 2% 35
Rushes-yards 23431 46219
assin 165 135
punt Returns 00 254
Kickoff Ret S8
Interceptions Ret. 139
Comp-Att-int 14 131 13210
Sacked-Yards Lost 1

mbles-Lost
PaTeSek vards
Time of Possessit

ing ¢ ne 2.62, Porter
23, T - 19, Hel !hermglon 2, zere,
-7, T.johnson 1-13, Jolley 1-9, Redmond
75 Crockctt 1 by anm White 334, Griffith
e

221, Fini nkins 2-20, Price 2-18,
Crump\er]zz Dunn 1:9.
Missed field goals—None.

Saints 27, Cowhoys 13
llew Orleans. o 10 3 ll—l;

First Quarter
—FG Cundiff
na\-mnes;mn(cmmmk) 21

NO-! Mcmlmer T ey kick, 5:56.

NO—FG Carnery 36,136

d Quarter
Ral-FS cundiffdl, 1033
NO—FG Carne)

No- McA\I\sleNrun?Camey Kick), 5:21.
Horn 31 pass from Brooks (Carney
chmG

NO D
First downs 21 18
Total Net Yards 344269
Rushes-yards 37105 27121
assing 239 a8
Punt Returns 458 36
Kickoff Returns 466 515
Interceptions Ret. 23 227
Comp-Att-Ini 18312 14362
Sacked Yards Lost 213 312
5460 5490

Fimbles-Lost 00 32
Penalties-Yard: s
Time of Possession 35 2825

2
INDIViDUAL ST snnsncs
er 3

ABrooks 5-18; Stecker 1 1 5, Mchfee
Ias, Jones 2585, Morgan 124 “anderson
27 Testave
ig—New Otleans, ABrooks 18-31-2
252 Dnllas Testaverde 13301 160
iew Orleans, Stallworth 5-113,
Hom s 84 cAIhsteN}? stecker 2-10, Con'
well 14, Williams s, Witten' 4-59,
Morgan 3 &zs nderson 311K ohnson 3-50
Missed field goal —Dallas, Cundiff 42 (WK).

Is 37, Browns 7

7000-7
314 317-37
uarter

Gleveland

rstQu
Bur—F6 Lindel 33
Cle—Northcutt 3 pass me McCown (Daw-
son kick), 1:45. nd Quarter
Buf—Evans 7 pass from Eledsce (Lindell
kick), 9:39.
Buf—McGahee 13 run (Lindell kick),

Bud—FG Lindell 21,

First downs
Tmal Net Yards
ushes-yards

punt Returs
Kickoff Rett
ereaptions Ret.
Comp-Att-Int
Sacked-Yards Lost

ost
Panatiea-vara
fme of Possession
INDIViDUAL sTaTISTICS
 Rushing~Cleveland, Echemandu &.13, M.
W.Green 11.5. Butfalo, McGahee
z1 105, Evans 145, SWiliams 10-42. Losman
mith 1-8, Burns 1.2, Bledsoe
assing—Cleveland, McCown 82
o utaio, Bldsoe 1277-1-106,
Logman 1:20-40, Moorinan 0-o-
eveland, yant 457 Heiden
‘2 1°5. Buffalo, Evans
Sianes 215 Sraliond
, Reed 1-6, Shelton 1-1.
Missed fied goal Cievelrd, bawson

Patriots 35, Bengals 27

NE=Dillon 1 run (Vmauen kvck),

CinSchobel 2 pass from paimer (Graham
Ko, 100

uel 34 interception return  (
nanen kmk),

pri Ynson 5 pass from Paimer (Gra-
"RAERIR i inatier Kicko, 22

NE—Fauria 17 pass Fom Srady (Vinatiri
Kick), 8:14.
Cin—Larson 11 run (Graham kick), 3:10.
Fourth Quarte

Cin.-Washinton 27 pass from Kitna (Gra-
ham e, 3

cn  NE
First downs % 2
Jotal) Ne! Tards 48 351
s-yar 3150 2994

328 257

unt Retur 335 00

ickoff Returns 5108 5109
Interceptions et 2.3

omp-Att-Int 27372 18260
Sacked-Vards Lost 00 13

2305 3540
ost 21 00
~ena\ues Vards oroam
of Possession 26:49
INDIVIDUAL snmsnc
nson 3
e z-u, farson 1L
Clohnson Lo, Wina 16 New Engh
60 22.88, Faulk 14, Brady 5.2 1720 10.
~ paimer 16341200
Kitna 9-13-1-126. New England, Brac
18:26-0-260.

Recelving._Cincinnati, Houshmandzadeh
12:185, C. ashington 2-35,
Roohisor 2-35 Wakson 2115 Walter 1111
Kelly 1-5,Schobel 150 1-0. New En-

nd, S07, Brinch 344 Fauria s,

att
Broun 2-97, Pass 2:32, Weaver 2-14. Faulk
Missed field goals—None.

Ravens 37, Giants 14

m 710 o-

4

Bal—
Bal—
1:42.

FG Stover 27,
Heap 1 pass from Boller (tover kick),

Fourth Quarter
NY—Barber 1 run (Christie kick), 3:49.
A=69,856.

NY  Bal

First downs 11 23

Total Net Yards bt 35

Rushes-yards 2051 44169

185 184
227 554
7177
00
omp-Att-Int 10272 18340

Sacked-Yards Lost 2
unts. 7411

Fumbles-Lost 4

Penalties-Yards 9-65
Time of Possessior 20:15
mnlvlnuALsYnlsncs
ork, Barber 1955, an-

3 nder 1 (minus_4).
CTay\ur L th A N it
it 47 Ricard T4, sama’ 154, Stowart

Tminus 1

Passi —New York, Manning 4-182:27,
-127. Baltimore, Boller 18-34-0"

Shockey, 583

New York,
5, Sarber 2 41llard 1. 6
oo S,

§3 Kmhnsonz 41 Dokt
goals~—

Toomer p
e ior s
aylor
Vissed

Colts 23, Texans 14
Indianlpolis ll 03 5—23
77 0-14
First Quart
S ey from  Manning

(Vander o0, 1086
Ind—Wayne

pass from  Manning
(Vanderjagt e, 3

Second Quarter
Ind-Wells 3"pass from  Carr (KBrown

ki

Ind- FGVandergagl&l
DiDavis o i (K Brown kick), 6:18.

Ind-Fg Vanderac s
IndtC Vandeniaf 44 136,
X Ind  Hou
First downs 2 7
Total Net Yards 3 273
Rushes-yards 30101 26148
sing B 1
unt Returns 28 I
Kickoff Returns 241 598
interceptions Ret. 100
mp-Att-Int 26330 16211
Sacked-Yards Lost 217 542
3307 432
Fumbles-Lost 2 1
Penalties-Yards £50 630
Time of Possession 3209 27:41
INDIVIDUAL STATIST
ol James 26-104, M.

usion, b.0avis 23122,

ing—Indianapolis, Manning 26-33-0-
258 Houston, Carr 1621167,

James 7-54, pollard 4- 42 swk\ey 3 so Hart:
s0n 326, Clark 2-26. Hi is 673,
Somsan 38 Bradrora 37, ‘Aer 593
Wells 2-8, Norfis 1-

Missed field goals—None.

Jaguars 22, Bears 3
fhitm!n
acksor

0 -
e MERE ]
First Quart
—R.Williams 6 pass lrnm Leftwich
(Scobee kick), 3:18.
econd Quarter
Chi—FG Edinger 42, 1:44.
Jac—FG Scobee 30, :31.

Quarter
Jac—FGScobee 5536,
Jac—Satety, S SScked Hutchinson in
endzone, 13:43.
(255 Simith 31 pass from Leftwich (Scobee
ick),
A6 572.

Interceptions Ret.
omp-Att-Int
Sacked-Yards Lost
Fum
Penames Vards 13-104
of Possessi 17
UAL STATISTI

35:
INDIVID ISTICS,
Rushing—Chicago. T.Jones 13- Terrell
L llr,kionvllle, aylor 21-79, Leftwich 4-8,

ch.mgo Hutchinson 17:33:1.212.

Chicaon, Tionas 3,68, Thomas
318, Meke 317 Berrian 2.6, Terrll 273
Lyman 2-19, Wade 1-14, Gage 17. Jackson'
Vi, JS g5, Riillams 443 "TEG
wards Taylor 423, Toefield 710,

glonesl 0 WIRr 1.5, Yoder Toh Aler 15,
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It’s tighter than expected, but Eagles win

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Tights
game? No. Tight game? Yes.

With some of the focus on
coach Andy Reid’s possible fu-
ture spandex practice attire, the
Philadelphia Eagles got an unex-
pectedly stiff challenge from the
Washington Redskins on Sunday
night before emerging with a
17-14 victory.

The Eagles (12-1) won their
fifth straight, the other four by 21
points or more. They also had
beaten every NFC team they’d
played this season by at least 10
— until Sunday.

“You're not going to be able to
2o out and click on all cylinders
all the time,” said safety Brian
Dawkins, who made a late
game-saving interception.
“There’s going to be struggles
sometimes. We're trying to build
something special, and these
games help us because more than
likely it's going to be like this in
the playoffs.”

The Eagles, who clinched the
NFC East title two weeks ago, se-
cured a first-round bye earlier
Sunday when Atlanta beat Oak-

land. The victory also moved
Reid ahead of Washington’s Joe
Gibbs into first place in winning
percentage among active coach-
es. Reid’s record is 68-34 (.667),
ahead of Hall of Fame coach
Gibbs’ 144-74 (.661).

The tense finish left no room in

AP

Washington’s James Thrash (83) watches as teammate Shawn Springs is carted off the field with a concus-
sion after being blocked by Philadelphia Eagles fullback Josh Parry during the fourth quarter Sunday night.

the locker room for any jocularity
over Reid and his black spandex
tights. Reid has promised to wear
the tights if Terrell Owens catch-
es 15 touchdown passes this sea-
son, but Owens remained at 14
after being held to six catches for
46 yards. He also lost a fumble at
the Redskins 8 in the first half.
“It was just one of those games
where it doesn’t come out as crisp

as you want on both sides of the
ball, but, hey, we’re coming out of
here 12-1,” said quarterback
Donovan McNabb, who complet-
ed 21 of 38 passes for 260 yards
with a TD and an interception.
The Redskins fell to 4-9, assur-
ing Gibbs of a losing record in his
comeback season. His only losing
mark in his first 12-year stint in
Washington was 7-9 in 1988.

Washington entered the game
with faint playoff hopes, but play-
ers afterward sounded as though
they were happy with the moral
victory and the momentum it
could build for next year.

“They won the game, but they
respect us,” tackle Chris Samuels

said.

The Redskins had a chance to
win with the ball at the Eagles 27
inside the last 2 minutes, but

Patrick Ramsey threw into dou-
ble coverage trying to hit Chris
Cooley in the back corner of the
end zone. Dawkins and Lit Shep-
pard had the play covered, and
Dawkins managed to stay in-
bounds while cradling the ball
with 1:46 to play.

“I saw the ball go up,” Dawkins
said. “And I was just thinking to
myself, ‘Make sure you catch the
ball.” ”

Ramsey went 29-for-42 for 251
yards for the Redskins, and Laver-
anues Coles caught 12 passes for
100 yards despite a chronic toe in-
Jjury that kept him out of practice
for most of the week.

Washington was hurt by 12 pen-
alties for 137 yards. Mike Sellers
was whistled for three personals,
all on special teams.

The game was marred by sever-
al injuries. Eagles linebacker
Jason Short broke a leg and is out
for the season. Redskins corner-
back Shawn Springs was taken
off on a backboard with a concus-
sion, the result of a clean blind-
side block by fullback Josh Parry.
Springs was hospitalized as a pre-
caution but will be OK, according
to Gibbs.

The Eagles, already without de-
fensive linemen Derrick Burgess
and Jerome McDougle, had three
more injured in the first

Jevon Kearse hurt his neck and
limped off twice with an ankle in-
jury, but at least he kept coming
back. Hollis Thomas dislocated
his left elbow and will be re-exam-
ined Monday. Corey Simon had
back spasms and didn’t return.

NFL SCORES, FROM PAGE 34
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San Francisco returns to proven formula

By BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — The San Fran-
cisco 49ers know how to win in
the NFL. Take the game into over-
time and have Todd Peterson
kick the winner.

Oh, and make sure the oppo-
nent is Arizona.

The 49ers gave coach Dennis
Erickson his second victory in 13
games on Sunday, by the exact
same score, and against the same
opponent, as the first.

The 49ers blew a 25-point lead,
but regrouped to win the game
31-28 on Peterson’s 31-yard field
goal with 8:38 left in overtime.

Afterward, Erickson shut down
any talk about reports that his job
is in jeopardy.

“I'm not going to answer any
questions about rumors that are
out there and meetings and all the
different things,” Erickson said.
“I'm not going to waste your time
or mine talking about rumors.”

Play the

Ehni]eng__g
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
and on Oconus.com

San Francisco’s Maurice Hicks (43) picks up some his 139 rushing
yards against the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday. The 49ers won 31-28.

On Oct. 10, visiting Arizona
blew a 16-point lead with S min-
utes to go in regulation and lost in
overtime on Peterson’s 32-yard-
er.

“It's amazing,” Cardinals quar-
terback Josh McCown said. “It's
a funny league for that to happen.
For the tables to be turned and us
be the ones to come back, and not
to seal the deal. It hurts. We need-
ed this game.”

Ken Dorsey and Maurice
Hicks, starting in place of injured
quarterback Tim Rattay and run-
ning back Kevan Barlow, made
the big plays for San Francisco
(2-11) — which had a 28-3 lead
early in the third quarter.

Dorsey threw for the first three

touchdowns of his two-year NFL
career, two of them to Cedrick
Wilson.

“I felt like I did some really
good things,” said Dorsey, who
played despite a stomach ache.
“In the second half, I got a little
too tentative. I've just got to re-
member to keep doing what got
us there.”

Hicks carried 34 times for 139
yards and a touchdown. His runs
of 7 and 17 yards set up Peter-
son’s winning kick.

The biggest play of that drive,
though, came on third-and-17
from the San Francisco 44, when
Dorsey threw 19 yards to Wilson.

“He drilled it in there,” Erick-
son said. “It was a well-executed

play. Really, it wasn't defensed
that well, and we were just able to
put it in there.”

Wilson called it “the best play
that we’ve made in a long time.”

Hicks, who went undrafted and
was with the Scottish Claymores
of NFL Europe last season,
played the fourth quarter and
overtime with bruised ribs.

“I couldn’t see myself coming
out because they needed me at a
tough time,” he said.

McCown, back at quarterback
for Arizona (4-9) after being
benched for three games, direct-
ed three second-half touchdown
drives. Neil Rackers’ 22-yard
field goal with 59 seconds to go
sent the game into overtime.

McCown went 26-for-44 for a
career-best 307 yards with one in-
terception but no touchdowns.
Coach Dennis Green said Mc-
Cown “played pretty well.” How-
ever, McCown doesn’t know if he
showed that he deserves to be
“the” quarterback for Arizona,
which has lost four in a row and is
watching its slim playoff hopes
evaporate in the NFL West, the
league’s weakest division.

“That’s not for me to decide,”
he said. “All I can do is go out and
play as hard as I can. You mea-
sure this thing by wins and losses,
and we lost today.”

Emmitt Smith, who missed one
game with a sore left big toe,
capped Arizona’s last TD drive
with an 8-yard run and McCown
ran for the 2-point conversion to
cut it to 28-25 with 2:40 to play.
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It’s curtains for Jets after

Steelers finally put
Jets away as veteran
shines in 4th quarter

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Just like the New En-
gland Patriots and Philadelphia Eagles be-
fore them, the New York Jets left Pitts-
burgh frustrated and confused after losing
to perhaps the most surprising Steelers
team in franchise history.

ere was one difference: the Jets acted
as if they wouldn’t mind coming back.

e their earlier routs of New

gland and Phlladelp]-ua the Steelers (12 1)
didn’t overwhelm the Jets (9-4) during a
tightly played 17-6 victory Sunday. It was
3-3 until early in the fourth quarter, when
Jerome Bettis’ running and passing made
the difference in Pittsburgh’s team
record-tying 11th consecutive victory.

Maybe that’s why Curtis Martin is look-
ing forward to a possible return visit to his
hometown during the playoffs, even if an
exasperating day filled with penalties and
failed opportunities slowed the Jets’ drive
to the postseason.

“T hope we come back here. T hate losing,
period, but T especlally hate losing here,”
Martin said. “T'd love to have a second
chance.”

Bettis is making the most of his second
chance with Pittsburgh.

Demoted to the bench last season and
rarely used early this season except during
short-yardage situations, he carried the
Steelers with a 10-yard touchdown pass to
Jerame Tuman and a 12-yard TD run.

Jerome Bettis (36) ran for a touchdown and passed for one Sunday in pacing Pittsburgh to
a 17-6 defeat of the New York Jets. Bettis also surpassed 13,000 career rushing yards.

On a day both Martin and Bettis sur-
passed the 13,000-yard career rushing
mark, Martin said afterward, “I tip my hat
to him” — and it wasn’t because Bettis was
wearing a brand-new AFC North champi-
onship cap.

Bettis is proving to be one of the Steel-
ers’ most valuable players. He had four

consecutive 100-yard games while subbing
for injured Duce Staley, then replaced the
ineffective Staley (16 carries, S1 yards)
Sunday to key Pittsburgh’s decisive fourth
quarter.

Bettis’ day was so productive that he
hardly minded that Martin outrushed him
72-57 to overtake him for fifth place in

Bettis comes on

NFL career rushing. Martin has 13,046
yards to Bettis’ 13,037. Only four others
have reached 13,000 yards, and it was the
first time in NFL history two did so in the
same game.

“Really, Jerome won the game by him-
self,” wide receiver Hines Ward said.

Chad Pennington blamed the loss on him-
self following a mistake-filled day in which
he threw three interceptions — only one
fewer than he had all season — and the
Jets drew 12 penalties for 84 yards in the
first half. They began the game as the
NFL's second-least penalized team.

“We’re going to go as far as I take the
team. That’s the way the NFL works,” said
Pennington, who was 17-for-31 for 189
yards. “I'm better than I played. There
Were just too many errant throws and bad
reads. I didn’t manage the game very
well.”

Steelers rookie quarterback Ben Roeth-
lisberger could have said much the same
thing, at least until the fourth quarter. He
started 3-for-11, but completed six of his
final eight throws to finish 9-for-19 for 144
yards.

“When the game was there in the fourth
quarter, he never really fretted,” coach
Bill Cowher said.

If nothing else, that might explain how a
Steelers team that is virtually unchanged
from last season, except for adding Roeth-
lisberger and Staley, is 12-1 — matching
the best 13-game record in team history.
They can become the first Steelers team to
win 12 in a row if they beat the New York
Giants (5-8) on Saturday.

“They made the plays, and that’s what
good teams do, what championship teams
do,” Jets coach Herman Edwards said.
“Their guys played better than us in the
fourth quarter.”

San Diego’s defense
comes to the rescue

Winning ugly just fine
for struggling Denver

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — LaDainian Tom-
linson fumbled at a critical time.
Drew Brees had two passes inter-
cepted for the first time in three
months.

The San Diego Chargers’ de-
fense got them all back, plus one
more.

“When you're winning, the mo-

mentum goes to your side,” line-
backer Donnie Edwards said.
“The bounces tend to go your
way.”
He should know. Edwards had
two interceptions for his home-
town Chargers on Sunday, return-
ing the second 30 yards for the
go-ahead touchdown with 4:09
left to help the Chargers beat
Tampa Bay 31-24 for their sev-
enth straight victory.

The Chargers (10-3) moved
closer to their first playoff berth
in nine seasons. They've won 10
games for the first time since
their 1994 Super Bowl season, a
huge turnaround from their re-
cent misery of losing at least 10
games five times in the last seven
seasons.

“Pve been playing nine years
and to get 10 wins is awesome,”
Edwards said. “These times don’t
come around too often, so take ad-
vantage and keep on going.”

It was the third straight week
that the defense helped seal a vic-

tory and the second straight week
the Chargers had four takeaways.

They intercepted three passes off
Brian Griese, and the quarter-
back also lost a fumble.

“Any time you have three turn-
overs, the defense is going to have
to get the ball back for you,” said
Tomlinson, who gained 131 yards
on 25 carries and scored on a
7-yard run that gave San Diego a
21-14 lead late in the third quar-
ter.

But he also fumbled at the end
of a 17-yard run with 8 minutes
left and Tampa Bay’s Dewayne
White recovered at the San Diego

Griese hit standout rookie
Michael Clayton on a 20-yard
touchdown pass with 6:53 left to
tie it 21-21. Clayton, who ap-
peared to push off cornerback
Quentin Jammer, tipped the ball
to himself with his right hand.

Clayton was the intended re-
ceiver on the pass Edwards
picked off for the TD.

“That was huge,” said Ed-
wards, who ran over to the stands
and gave the ball to an aunt who
helped him growing up in a
lower-middle class neighborhood
in National City, just south of
downtown San Diego.

Griese made a desperation at-
tempt to tackle Edwards, but
ended up on his back as the line-
backer ran into the end zone and
raised both arms in celebration.

/
L§

San Diego's Donnie Edwards had
two interceptions, returning one
for a touchdown, and also had 16
tackles Sunday in the Chargers’
31-24 victory over Tampa Bay.

Edwards said he knew the Buc-
caneers were going to throw a
quick pass.

“I don’t think he ever saw me,”
Edwards sai

Griese didn’t.

“It’s a shame, because it kind of
wasted a good effort by our
team,” Griese said. “I feel bad.”

A few minutes after Edwards
interception, the Chargers got the
ball back when linebacker Steve
Foley hit Griese while he was
scrambling, forcing a fumble that
Shaun Phillips recovered. Rookie
Nate Kaeding sealed it with a
40-yard field goal with 2:06 left.

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

DENVER — The star tailback
got benched and got his job back,
allin one game. The streaky quar-
terback threw two interceptions,
made an obscene gesture to his
own fans and still walked out of it
with a victory.

It was a strange, unsettling af-
ternoon in Denver, where the
Broncos eked out a 20-17 win
over the woeful Miami Dolphins
on Sunday despite the travails of
fumble-prone Reuben Droughns
and hotheaded Jake Plummer.

Tatum Bell ran for 123 yards
after Droughns fumbled twice
early, only to relinquish the job
back to Droughns after he
sprained his shoulder. Jason
Elam kicked a 50-yard field goal
with 2:50 left to bail the Broncos
(8-5) out of the whole mess and
keep them in the playoff hunt.

“We definitely needed that
game to get some confidence
back, get some swagger back,”
Elam said. “It helps us feel good
about ourselves.”

Or did it? Plummer’s first inter-
ception was greeted by boos —
not the first time the embattled
quarterback has heard them in
his season-plus in Denver. He re-
sponded by reaching his hand be-
hind his head and making an ob-
scene gesture to a fan after he sat
down on the bench.

The scene was caught by TV
cameras.
“One guy got into my head a lit-
tle bit, it shouldn’t be that way,”
Plummer said. “I'm an emotional
guy. I apologize. ... I would never
direct that at our fans. We have
the greatest fans in the league.”

Playing before an announced
sellout crowd that included near-
ly 5,100 no-shows, the Broncos
snapped a two-game losing streak
and stayed tied with Baltimore
for the AFC’s final playoff spot.
But they hardly looked like play-
off material on this, a day in
which they got pushed to the edge
by one of the worst teams in the
league.

“We fought,” was about the
best thing coach Mike Shanahan
could say about the win. “We just
had to keep on fighting until you
get it done, and that is what I was
proud of.”

The Dolphins (2-11) weren’t
out of it until A.J. Feeley threw in-
complete to Derrius Thompson
on fourth-and-3 with 1:59 left —a
play on which Broncos corner
Kelly Herndon appeared to be
draped all over Thompson before
the ball arrived.

“We should have had the
catch,” Miami coach Jim Bates
said. “The guy was wrapped on
his back. The ball was thrown
right there.”

Plummer finished 16-0f-30 for
219 yards.
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Colts pass

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Tony Dungy
thought things were coming too easily for
the Indianapolis Colts.

Each week they would score 40 points,
Peyton Manning would throw for a hand-
ful of touchdowns and their starters would
leave early in the fourth quarter as the
Colts produced another rout.

Dungy believed his players needed a
test, and they got one against Houston.

“It was a tough game, one that was hard
fought, and I think we needed one of
those,” the Colts coach said Monday, a day
after Indianapolis held on for a 23-14 victo-
Iy.

The Colts got away from their usual
script in Houston, but still won their sixth
straight and clinched the AFC South title
for the second straight year.

It looked as if Sunday’s game would be
the same as recent games when Manning
threw two touchdowns in the first 12 min-
utes. But Houston forced a change.

The Colts (10-3) didn’t score another
TD, leaving Manning with 46 TD passes,
two shy of Dan Marino’s NFL record. Edg-
errin James, who had been averaging 4.9

first ‘test’

yards per carry, needed 28 rushes at Hous-
ton to top 100 yards, but still took over the
NFL lead in yards rushing (1,385) and
yards from scrimmage (1,814).

Mike Vanderjagt kicked three field
goals, matching his season high, and the
defense finally had to snuff out a chal-
lenge.

No, it wasn’t pretty, but Dungy believes
it will help the Colts prepare for their
stretch run.

“It was more about getting back in the
feel of playing a full game, needing some
critical third-down conversions, making
field goals,” Dungy said. “It had probably
been nine or 10 weeks since Mike had a
critical field goal.”

‘While Dungy appreciated the Colts’ re-
bound from their first two-game losing
streak since 2002 and endured little stress
in four straight victories by an average
margin of 31 points, the biggest decision
he’d faced in a month was when to take out
Manning & Co.

That’s not likely to be the case the next
three games — or in those that follow.

The Colts host Baltimore this week and
San Diego next week. They finish the regu-
lar season at Denver, and could face a re-
match against any of the three in the first
round of the playoffs.

in @ month

Houston not only tested the Colts, but
also put them in situations that could be-
come routine the rest of this season.

“Sometimes you want to go out there
and blow people out and continue to have
the 50, 60-point games,” Dwight Freeney
said Sunday. “Sometimes having those
close games, where it comes down to the
fourth quarter, helps you build something
for the playoffs.”

That’s where Dungy focused his atten-
tion Monday.

Dungy said he couldn’t remember any
season in which his team had clinched a
playoff spot so early and that the focus
now needed to be on gaining momentum.

But even if Indianapolis wins out, a
nine-game winning streak might not be
enough to gain a first-round bye. New En-
gland and Pittsburgh are 12-1 and hold a
two-game lead over the Colts, who will at
least host a first-round playoff game.

So, Dungy and his players are now pre-
paring themselves for the postseason, and
Sunday’s struggle marked the start.

“I'm big on referring back to prior situa-
tions, especially with our younger play-
ers,” Mdnml‘lg said after the win. “In close
games, I'll tell the guys ‘Hey, we've been
here before, against Houston.”

Dungy was looking for something else.

r

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton
Manning threw two touchdown passes in
the Colts 23-14 win over the Texans.

He wanted to see how his team respond-
ed to adversity, and after reviewing the
film, Dungy gave his team a passing mark.

“The guys know they can do that,”
Dungy said. “But this game was more like
what we’ll face in the next five or six
weeks, and we needed that.”

Browns’ Garcia out for season

The Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — Cleveland
Browns quarterback Jeff Garcia
will miss the rest of the season
after tearing a knee ligament dur-
ing Sunday’s loss to the Buffalo
Bills.

Garcia’s injury is another blow
to the battered Browns (3-10),
who have lost seven straight
games and had a wave of injuries.

Garcia is the 17th player and
eighth starter to be placed on the
injured reserve list.

Garcia was hurt in the third
quarter after taking over for rook-
ie Luke McCown. Garcia, who

missed the previous two games
with a sprained shoulder, lasted
just three plays before injuring
his knee while fumbling as he
was sacked.

With McCown struggling and
Kelly Holcomb still nursing
cracked ribs, the Browns may
need to slgn a quarterback.

Garcia’s injury ends a disap-
pointing first season in Cleveland
for the former three-time Pro
Bowler in San Francisco, who
signed a four-year, $25 million
free agent contract with Browns
in March.

Since training camp, Garcia
has been publicly critical of Cleve-

Jeff Garica

land’s offensive system and the
team’s inability to adjust to his
strengths. He finished the season
144-for-252 for 1,731 yards and
10 TDs and nine interceptions.
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Injury could keep
QB Palmer on bench

BY JOE KAY
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Carson Palm-
er’s knee injury isn’t serious, but
it could keep him on the sideline.

Tests found no tear in Palmer’s
anterior cruciate ligament on
Monday. The Cincinnati Bengals
quarterback was still on crutches,
and he wore a brace on the left
knee that he sprained during a
35-28 loss at New England.

Coach Marvin Lewis didn’t rule
out the possibility of Palmer play-
ing Sunday against Buffalo, delay-
ing a decision until midweek.

Palmer was listed as question-

ble.

“Iﬂl 's wait and see what hap-
pens,” Lewis said.

Palmer’s injury could clear the
way for the NFL's Comeback
Player of the Year to regain the
job temporarily. Jon Kitna hadn’t
taken a snap until Palmer got
hurt on Sunday.

Kitna hopes it doesn’t come to
that.

“It would be really tough for
me,” Kitna said Monday. “I really
want to see Carson finish the
year. I know how important that
is as a quarterback to go out and
finish what you started.”

Palmer has come into his own
lately, leading an offense that has
piled up 450 yards for three con-
secutive games, a franchise first.

He threw a career-high four
touchdown passes in a 58-48 victo-
ry over Cleveland, then led a
fourth-quarter comeback for a
27-26 win in Baltimore.

The 2003 Heisman Trophy win-
ner was 18-for-24 for 202 yards
and two touchdowns when he was
hurt in the third quarter at New
England. Richard Seymour tack-

led him by the legs on a pass,
twisting his left knee.

Looking rusty on his first series
of the season, Kitna threw an end
zone interception that stalled the
Bengals’ comeback from a 35-14
deficit. His 27-yard touchdown
pass to Kelley Washington got the
Bengals to within seven points
with 3:50 left, but the Patriots ran
out the clock.

Overall, Kitna was 9-for-13 for
126 yards.

Last season as a rookie, Palmer
watched from the sideline while
Kitna took every snap, led the
Bengals to an 8-8 finish and won
the comeback player award.

Lewis decided to elevate Palm-
er in the offseason, and Kitna
agreed to stay on as the backup
and act as a tutor.

“I really had hoped that I'd
played my last snap here,” Kitna
said. “I don’t want to go in under
these circumstances.”

Lewis doesn’t have to worry
about a drop-off in the offense if
Palmer can't play. Kitna hasn't
taken many snaps in practice, but
figures he could get up to speed in
aweek.

“I'm not worried about that,”
he said. “I'm too old to get rusty.”

The main difference between
the quarterbacks is arm strength.

The game plan probably would
have fewer long passes if Kitna is
throwing them.

“There are some things that
would change,” Lewis said. “Jon
will feel more comfortable and
handy with some different things.
It will be a little different, but not
much.”

The loss in New England all but
extinguished the Bengals’ playoff
hopes. They now trail five teams
for the two wild card berths, in-
cluding the Bills (7-6).
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Green Bay Packers defenders Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila, Grady Jackson (75) and Nick Barnett (56) wrap up
Detroit Lions running back Kevin Jones (34) during the fourth quarter Sunday in Green Bay, Wis.

Packers haul down Lions

Detroit blows 13-point lead, falls back in NFC North

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Brett
Favre always sees to it that the
Detroit Lions’ flight home over
Lake Michigan isn’t short and
sweet.

The Lions blew a 13-point half-
time lead and a big chance to get
back into the playoff picture in
the muddled NFC North on Sun-
day when they lost 16-13 to Green
Bay in a game in which they only
trailed for the final 2 seconds.

They sure felt good about their
chances of winning in Wisconsin
for the first time since 1991, the
year before Favre’s arrival, when
Ahman Green’s 79-yard touch-
down on a screen pass was negat-
ed by a debatable holding call on
rookie center Scott Wells in the
third quarter with Detroit leading
13-3.

‘The Packers were backed up to
their 13 and staring straight into a
flag-snapping 35 mph wind and
swirling snow flurries. But Wells
shook off the penalty, and nine
plays later, Favre split Bracy
Walker and Keith Smith for a

Ryan Longwell added
fourth-quarter field goals of 28
and 23 yards as the Packers (8-5)
overtook Minnesota, who lost at
home to Seattle, atop the NFC
North. The Lions fell to 5-8.

Wells, who started for Grey
Ruegamer (ankle), thought his
block on weakside linebacker
James Davis that sprung Green
through the second wave of de-
fenders was legal.

“I'was running down the field. I
was probably on the other
30-yard line. So, I threw my arms
up in the air for the touchdown
and I turned around and saw the
flag,” Wells said.

He was disappointed but not
dispirited.

“T'm kind of laid back so I kind
of laughed it off. I disagreed with
the call. I thought it was a good
block,” Wells said. “It’s frustrat-
ing any time they take points off
the board, especially when they
call your number out for it. But
luckily we were able to keep the
drive going and put some points
on the board.”

Although Longwell would win
it with his 43rd straight conver-

fense showed after the holding
penalty was the key to the come-
back.

“To be able to that

Panthers in playoffs?
It’s not so far-fetched
after win over Rams

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Don’t
mention records, scores or
what-if scenarios to the Carolina
Panthers. They have no interest
in what it will take to make the
playoffs.

So focused on their one-game-
at-a-time philosophy, the Pan-
thers had no idea their 20-7 victo-
ry over St. Louis on Sunday put
them in a tie for the final NFC
wild-card berth.

“The only scoreboard we watch
is ours,” defensive tackle Brent-
son Buckner said. “If we don’t
control our scoreboard, the rest of
it doesn’t matter.”

Right now, Carolina (6-7) is cer-
tainly in control.

The Panthers, playing nearly
as well as they did during their
run to the Super Bowl last season,
won their fifth straight to climb
into the playoff hunt. They are
tied with the Rams (6-7) for the
final berth, but own the
head-to-head tiebreaker.

It was an unimaginable posi-
tion after the Panthers opened
1-7 and lost starter after starter to
season-ending injuries.

“Look, we don’t even have a
winning record yet,” quarterback
Jake De ioned. “We

devastation, because we're strug-
gling and we're struggling and
we’re struggling, and to be able to
have it and then take it away, I
think it shows the determmauon
of our guys to keep fighting,”
Sherman said. “I thought Lhal was
atelling moment.”

Favre led Green Bay back from
a13-0 halftime deficit by complet-
ing 16 of 21 passes for 160 yards
in the second half after going just
3-for-15 for 28 yards in the first
half.

Snow flurries dampened the
field into what Longwell called a
“swampy mess” and swirling
wind wreaked havoc on passes,
punts and long snaps and caused
aslew of

“P'yve always said there is noth-
ing routine about a field goal and
today there was nothmg routine
about extra points,” Longwell
said

Detroit quarterback Joey Har-
rington completed just 5 of 22
passes for 47 yards as the Lions
relied on rookie running back
Kevin Jones, who rushed 33

are still a ways away.”

But they got a lot closer Sunday
behind a defense that set a fran-
chise record with six intercep-
tions, three sacks, and a fumble
recovery on a muffed punt.

Feeding off the defense, the
Panthers got touchdowns from
Muhsin Muhammad and Nick Go-
ings and two field goals from
John Kasay in a rematch of Janu-
ary’s thrilling NFC divisional play-
off.

But this one wasn’t nearly as
dramatic as Carolina’s 29-23 win
in double overtime, mainly be-
cause the teams are totally differ-
ent than they were in January.

For starters, 10 of Carolina’s 22
regulars from that game are ei-
ther no longer with the Panthers
or out with injuries. St. Louis
(6-7) was without star running
back Marshall Faulk, and started
39-year-old Chris Chandler at
quarterback because Marc Bulg-
er is hurt.

But the stakes were just as

CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/KRT

Panthers running back Nick Go-
ings (37) leaps over the St. Louis
Rams defense for a touchdown in
the first quarter of Carolina’s
20-7 victory on Sunday.

every time we go on the field,”
cornerback Ricky Manning Jr.
said. “This is it for us. The hole
we put ourselves in, the only way
out of it is to win every game and
keep the season going.”

Manning took the first step, in-
tercepting Chandler on the Rams”
first series to set up Carolina’s
first touchdown. It was Manning
who set up Carolina’s playoff vic-
tory, as well, when he ended a St.
Louis drive by wrestling the ball
away from Torry Holt to give the
Panthers possession for their win-
ning drive.

Dan Morgan, back from a
three-game absence with a con-
cussion, had two interceptions to
tie Manning for the team lead,
and Will Witherspoon and rookie
Chris Gamble each added a pick.

Morgan had no idea which of
the six interceptions meant the
most.

“There were so many, I forgot
all of them,” he said.

Making his first start in over a
year, Chandler wasn’t crisp.

But the 17-year veteran still
made a handful of athletic plays,
including a S2-yard touchdown
pass to Isaac Bruce that was ne-
gated by a holding call.

Chandler did throw a 75-yard
TD pass to Holt at the end of the
first quarter, when the Rams con-
verted on third-and-9. Chandler
finished 16-for-29 for 243 yards,
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Weis will coach Irish

Willingham heads back to Pac-10;
Stanford hires Pitt coach Harris

The Associated Press

Charlie Weis landed Tyrone Willing-
ham’s old job at Notre Dame.

Walt Harris was tapped to take over at
Stanford, where Willingham led the Cardi-
nal to the 2000 Rose Bowl.

Meanwhile, Willingham himself was
hired by Washington on Sunday as three
high-profile head coaching positions were
filled and another came open.

Brigham Young also hired a new coach
Monday, promoting defensive coordinator
Bronco Mendenbhall to fill the opening cre-
ated when Gary Crowton resigned.

Weis said his job as Notre Dame’s coach
is to raise expectations and win games.

“That’s the bottom line in this business,”
he said Monday at a news conference.
“Graduating kids is the first and foremost
thing. ... Bringing in character kids is im-
ponam But it’s all about winning games.
That's why there’s a coaching change.”

Weis, the New England Patriots” offen-
sive coordinator, graduated from Notre
Dame in 1978, although he didn’t play foot-
ball for the Irish.

He agreed to a six-year deal that will pay
him a reported $2 miilion annually. His hir-
ing ended an awkward two weeks for the
Fighting Irish that began with the firing of
Willingham.

Willingham's three-year tenure was the
shortest of any full-time Notre Dame coach
in 70 years. He had three years left on his
initial contract, but was let go after going
6-5. Notre Dame had made a tradition of al-
lowing its coaches to at least work through
the length of their first contract.

Last week, outgoing Notre Dame presi-
dent the Rev. Edward Malloy criticized
Willingham'’s firing and expressed con-
cern over a growing trend of schools that
are searching for “messiah coaches.”

Notre Dame took more hits when its first
choice to replace Willingham, Utah coach
Urban Meyer, instead took the job at Flori-

That sent the Irish searching and eventu-
ally looking to Weis, a longtime NFL assis-
tant who has never been a head coach.

The 48-year-old Weis arrived at the
school Sunday night, just hours after the
Patriots beat Cincinnati in Foxboro, Mass.
Within an hour, he met with the players.

“As T told the team, one of the problems

Former Notre Dame coach Tyrone
ham will return to the Pac-10 as Washing.
ton’s third head coach in four seasons. He
previously coached at Stanford.

is because expectanons were not met,”
Weis said Monday. “You are what you are.
And right now that's a 6-5 football team,
and that's just not good enough. It's not
good enough for me. If you think they
hlred me to go .500, you've got the wrong
guy.”

He will stay with New England through
the NFL playoffs, juggling both jobs.

Not long before Weis’ arrival in South
Bend, Ind., Washington announced that it
was bringing Willingham back to the
Pac-10.

The Huskies, who play the Irish on Sept.
24 in Seattle, are coming off a school-worst
1-10 season and still trying to recover from
a messy divorce with former coach Rick
Neuheisel before the 2003 season.

Keith Gilbertson replaced Neuheisel,
who was fired for gambling on NCAA bas
Ketball, but couldn't keep Washington
from sinking to the bottom of the Pac-10.
Gilbertson stepped down after the season.
The Huskies made initial contact with Will-
ingham while he was still employed by
Notre Dame, and when he was fired he be-
came a prime candidate.

“Iam excited about being here,” Willing-
ham said.

Willingham was 21-15 in three seasons

... and Patriots

AP

Charlie Weis leaves the Joyce Center on Sunday ahead of Notre Dame athletic director
Kevin White. Weis signed a six-year contract to coach the Fighting Irish, but will continue
to serve as the New England Patriots’ offensive coordinator throughout the NFL playoffs.

at Notre Dame — but after an 8-0 start in
2002, the Irish went 13-15. Before going to
Notre Dame, Willingham coached Stan-
ford from 1995 through, with a record of
44-36-1.

Harris will try to get Stanford back after
three unsuccessful season’s under Buddy
Teevens, who replaced Willingham in 2002.

Stanford was looking for a coach with a
strong offensive background after the
team struggled to score during Teevens’
tenure.

Stanford was 4-7 the past two seasons,
losing its last five games this year.

Harris was Ohio State’s quarterbacks
coach in 1995-96 before going to Pitt. He
has led the Panthers to three straight sea-
sons with eight or more victories.

He has ties to the Bay Area. He grew up
in South San Francisco and attended col-
lege at Pacific in Stockton.

Stanford athletic director Ted Leland
also hired Harris to coach Pacific in 1989.

Harris’ eighth season with Pittsburgh
has been one of his most successful. The
Panthers started 2-2 and there was talk
that Harris, in the last year of his contract,
would be replaced at season’s end.

But the Panthers won six of their final
seven to earn their first spot in the Bowl
Championship Series.

Harris and AD Jeff Long met last week
but couldn’t agree on a contract extension,
so the coach resigned Sunday.

Pitt plays Utah in the Fiesta Bowl in Jan.
1, and Harris is expected to coach the
team.

Four Trojans selected to AP All-America team

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Heisman Tro-
phy winner Matt Leinart and
three of his Southern California
teammates made The Associated
Press All-America team an-
nounced Monday.

Tailback Reggie Bush, defen-
sive lineman Shaun Cody and line-
backer Matt Grootegoed joined
their quarterback on the first
team. Bush, a Heisman finalist,
was picked as the all-purpose
player.

Leinart has passed for 2,990
yards and 28 touchdowns this Sea-
son, leading the top-ranked Tro-
jans (12-0) to a perfect regular
season and becoming USC’s sixth
Heisman trophy winner.

Oklahoma  tailback ~ Adrian

Peterson, the Heisman runner-up
who has run for 1,843 yards and
15 TDs, is the first freshman AP
All-American since North Caroli-
na cornerback Dre’ Bly in 1996.

Peterson was joined on the first
team by Sooners tackle Jammal
Brown.

They'll line up against Leinart
and USC in the Orange Bowl on
Jan. 4.

Oklahoma quarterback Jason
White, a first-team All-American
and the Heisman Trophy winner
last season, was a third-team se-
lection Monday. Utah quarter-
back Alex Smith was the sec-
ond-team QB.

USC also had third-teamers in
defensive tackle Mike Patterson
and linebacker Lofa Tatupu for a
total of six players on the three
All-America teams. Sec-

ond-ranked Oklahoma (12-0) had
five, also putting wide receiver
Mark Clayton on the second team
and defensive end Dan Cody on
the third team.

Michigan matched USC for the
most _first-team All-Americans
with four: wide receiver Braylon
Edwards, center David Baas and
defensive backs Marlin Jackson
and Ernest Shazor.

“Whenever you have the best
defensive back in the country on
your team and you get to go
against him every day, it only
gets you better,” Edwards said.

Jackson and Edwards were
among 20 seniors on the first
team, and two of those who decid-
ed to delay an NFL career and re-
turn to college for their final sea-

“It was exceptionally fun,” said

Edwards, who caught 87 passes
for 1,221 yards. “I believe this
whole season has definitely paid
off for me.”

Texas linebacker  Derrick
Johnson and Florida State tackle

ex Barron both returned to
school and repeated as All-Ameri-
cans.

Georgia defensive end David
Pollack, LSU defensive end Mar-
cus Spears, Miami cornerback
Antrell Rolle and Auburn corner-
back Carlos Rogers all consid-
ered bypassing their final years
of eligibility and went on to be-
come All-Americans.

California running back J.J. Ar-
rington, second in the nation in
rushing at 167.7 yards per game,
and Purdue wide receiver Taylor
Stubblefield, who caught 82 pass-
es 1,014 yards and 15 touch-
downs, made the AP first team.

Virginia and Ohio State joined
Oklahoma as teams with two
first-team All-Americans. Guard
Elton Brown and tight end Heath
Miller made it from the Cava-
liers, and linebacker A.J. Hawk
and kicker Mike Nugent were
picked from the Buckeyes.

Tennessee’s Michael Munoz
made the first team, outdoing his
dad. Anthony Munoz was never
an AP All-American when he was
a star offensive lineman for USC
from 1976-79.

Wisconsin defensive end Eras-
mus James and Michigan State
punter Brandon Fields completed
the first team.

The Big Ten had the most
first-teamers  with nine. The
Pac-10 had five, followed by the
Southeastern Conference and At-
lantic Coast Conference with four
each. The Big 12 had three.
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4 score with 3 games to go

Steelers, Pats,
Colts, Falcons
win to lock up
division titles

The Associated Press

our teams took the first big step to-
ward the Super Bowl by clinching
division titles, joining the Philadel-
phia Eagles, who already
wrapped up the NFC East crown.

Defending Super Bowl champion New
England won the AFC East when it beat
Cincinnati 35-28 and the New York Jets
lost at Pittsburgh 17-6.

Pittsburgh’s victory also earned the
Steelers the AFC North title.

Indianapolis captured the AFC South
with a 23-14 victory at Houston, and Atlan-
ta took the NFC South when it beat Oak-
land 35-10.

The Steelers and Patriots, though, still
have alot on the line in the last three weeks
— home-field advantage throughout the
playoffs. Both are 12-1, but Pittsburgh
holds the tiebreaker because it beat New
England.

“Everybody keeps waiting for us to have
a letdown, but each week someone steps
up and makes big plays,” Steelers receiver
Hines Ward said after Pittsburgh won its
11th straight with rookie Ben Roethlisberg-
er as the starting quarterback.

Roethlisberger was only 9-for-19 for 144
yards but Jerome Bettis made up for it by
throwing for a touchdown and running for
another, both in the fourth quarter.

“Really, Jerome won the game by him-
self,” Ward said.

The Patriots got key plays from quarter-
back Tom Brady (two touchdown passes),
their defense (two red zone turnovers) and
running back Corey Dillon against Dillon’s
old team, the Bengals, to get to the playoffs
for the third time in four years, but Dillon’s
first time in eight years.

“We are excited about [the division
title],” Patriots safety Rodney Harrison
said. “We will enjoy this victory for a day
or two.”

T.J. Duckett set a Falcons team record
by rushing for four touchdowns to secure
just the third division crown in Atlanta’s
history, but there was little celebration.

“This is exciting, but it’s just a step on
the way to the big prize,” defensive line-
‘man Travis Hall said Sunday. “What we re-
ally want to do as a team is get to the Super
Bowl — and win.”

In Houston, the Texans allowed Peyton
Manning only two touchdown passes — he
still needs two to tie Dan Marino’s record
48 — but they couldn’t keep the Colts from
winning their second straight AFC South
title.

“We got what we wanted today, and that
was to win,” Manning said.

W See game coverage on Pages 35-38

AP photos,

Clockwise from above: W Steelers running back Jerome Bettis celebrates a fourth
quarter touchdown run against the Jets. Bettis also threw for a fourth-quarter score
as Pittsburgh won the AFC North with the victory. B Colts QB Peyton Manning (18)
threw two early touchdown passes, but that was it, leaving him two short of Dan
Marino’s record 48. Still, Indianapolis won the AFC South for a second straight year
by beating the Texans. B Patriots cornerback Asante Samuel (22) is congratulated
by teammate Rodney Harrison after Samuel returned an interception 34 yards for a
touchdown in their victory over Cincinnati. That, coupled with the Jets loss to the
Steelers, secured the AFC East for New England. The Patriots and Steelers are tied
atop the AFC with 12-1 records. M Falcons quarterback Michael Vick (7) and running
back T.J. Duckett exchange high fives in the second half. Duckett ran for four TDs as
Atlanta wrapped up the NFC South by whipping the Raiders.
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